
Dear Church Family,     
 

Hebrews 10:24 says this: “And let 

us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good 

deeds.” 

Isn’t that a fascinating idea – that 

we are called to spur one another 

on – another translation says 

“provoke one another” – in love and good deeds?  

 Here are some people and situations who spur me 

on—and spur us all on—in love and good deeds:  

 Jon Heckel and Terry Sheets, along with many 

others, have led the way for our church family to 

be involved with the Rhamaty family (refugees 

from Afghanistan). A new home, new job, new 

friends, new community–not without challenges–

but toward a new life in RVA for this family. 

Everyone has experienced transformation.  

 The Looneys, Lollie George, Randy Welch, 

Kathleen Murphy, and Mary Jane Winter have 

invested their hearts and engaged our church again 

with their summer visit to our partners in 

Guatemala at CEDEPCA. We celebrated that 

partnership recently by hosting Emerson and 

Judith, from Guatemala. Everyone’s heart is 

encouraged. 

 John Marriner and his team of volunteers have 

recently ended months of training and began their 

involvement with an individual in our city to help 

move this person from poverty and hopelessness to 

a stable place in society. This is part of a larger 

effort called OPEN TABLE – which seeks to 

surround individuals with the family support and 

care that most of us take for granted. Everyone’s 

faith is deepened.  

 We are so grateful to Becky White who carries out 

a massive and important “card ministry.”       
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 Becky makes and sends cards to the many on 

 our hearts and in our prayers. Everyone is 

 connected to community and to God.  

 One of our newest young adult members, Alexi 

Shepherd, has organized a new women’s Bible 

study that brings folk together in faith and 

fellowship. We are called to provoke one 

another in love. 

 We continue to share prayer shawls, knit by 

loving and praying hands, to those in 

treatment, with grief and illness. Sheri Highfill 

keeps this program going and many others 

offer their skills and love. Everyone is blessed.  

 The Adams and the Madigan family came up 

with creative ideas for a new Worship Nite – 

once a month on Sundays – that benefits the 

youth, but also the entire church family. 

Singing, praying, celebrating life spurs us on. 

 The Tuesday Group – men who offer their time 

and skills to tend to various building needs 

around the facility – continues to save the 

church thousands of dollars and increases 

fellowship and faith.  

 Sam and Ginna Minasian Dalton give energy 

to our important partnership with Ebenezer 

Baptist. New connections and emerging plans 

will re-frame our lives for faith and love in the 

critical work of racial reconciliation.  

 These are just some of the ways our members 

seek to spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds. May we all give prayerful attention to the 

ways our lives – in STEWARDSHIP – may spur 

one another and promote the healing and hope of 

Christ our Lord.  

 We are blessed to be a blessing. It takes all of 

us. Thanks be to God. 

  

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Highlights from the Session Meeting 

 

At the October meeting, the Session: 

 Was challenged to maintain faithful pledge giving and plate offerings during the 

rest of the year; 

 Discussed and endorsed a proposed overture from leaders of the PC(USA) to the 

October meeting of the Presbytery of the James which states opposition to the rise 

of white supremacy and racism; 

 Heard a report from the Moving Forward Together task force about Phase Two of 

the Capital Campaign, the focus of which will be Mission—with action to be taken 

at the November Session meeting after congregational discussion and input, cost 

estimates, and Task Force recommendations; 

 Prepared to welcome Guatemala mission partners from CEDEPCA; 

 Adjourned with prayers for the church and members of the congregation. 

November 12 

Building Relationships: Ebenezer Baptist/Second Presbyterian Partnership 
Group 

Thanks to the leadership of Ginna and Sam Dalton, small groups from Ebenezer Baptist Church 

and Second Presbyterian Church have met over dinner in recent months to discuss how the two 

congregations can build relationships over common missions and interests.  

For example, men in both churches may partner to build a Habitat for Humanity house. Other 

suggestions include bringing book groups together or planning a trip to the African American 

Museum in D.C.  The major theme is “building relationships” and identifying groups in our 

own churches that might come together for sharing. If you would like further information, 

please contact Ginna Dalton at gmdalton2001@gmail.com . 

November 5 

mailto:gmdalton2001@gmail.com
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Sunday,  November 5 Confirmation Class in the Cinema  

Senior High Church School Class in Youth Suite 

9:30 am 

(no evening  youth) 

Sunday,  November 12  Confirmation Class in the Cinema 

Senior High Church School Class in Youth Suite 

Second Sunday Lunch 

9:30 am 

(no evening youth) 

Sunday,  November 19 WORSHIP NITE in the Chapel 

Youth Group + Dinner 

 5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, November 26 Thanksgiving Weekend  No youth meeting 

Adult Education in November 
Dining Room Class 

November 5, 12, 19, & 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents of Young Children 
November 5 
 

 

Bible Study 

Room 308 (Pastor’s Classroom) 
 
 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

Facilitated by Marjorie Clark ~ The 40s: The Story of a Decade 

The Pulpit Leads the World: Four Centuries of Preaching in America 

Led by Beverly Zink-Sawyer,  

Professor Emerita of Preaching and Worship,  

Union Presbyterian Seminary 

The American church has a strong and unique tradition of preaching that has 

influenced the nation for more than four hundred years and created a dynamic 

interaction between church and culture. From “A City upon a Hill” to “I Have 

a Dream,” particular preachers and sermons have both shaped and been 

shaped by historical, ecclesiastical, and cultural trends. This series will look at 

many of the movements and voices of the American pulpit and the ways in 

which they reflect the history of the United States. Beverly Zink-Sawyer 

Led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon ~ Meets in the Nursery 

Led by Franklin Reding 

Knox Dendy/Gray Gilchrist 

Lucy Lomeling/Katherine Goodpasture 

Joseph Foltz/Allison Mays 

Matthew Leonard/Jay Morgan 

Charlie Adams/Michael Bacon 

Colin Madigan/Alex Lester-Abdalla 

Ellie Madigan/Molly Spangler 

Alexander Goobic/Randy Welch 

Garnett Martin/Julia Carr 

2017-2018 Confirmation Class and Mentors 
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Menu 

Shepherd’s Pie 

Green Beans 

Mary’s Apple Crisp a la mode 

 

New Member 

Bill Richter is a Project Manager with World Pediatric 

Project. Originally from DeKalb, Illinois, outside Chicago, 

Bill and his wife Ryland moved to Richmond three years 

ago from Washington, D.C.  They have a daughter, Ellis, 

who will soon be two years old.  

Bill enjoys backpacking, cycling, and running with his 

daughter and wife. 

Did you know...that our talented 

Leigh Perry dreams up and provides 

all the materials for the fantastic   

Second Sunday Lunch tablescapes/centerpieces?   

She and her trusty assistant, Elva Mapp, come to 

the church on the Saturdays before the lunches to 

add the wonderful touches to the tables. 

After the lunches, they disassemble it all, and 

Leigh takes it home.  Thank you!! 

Ele Bigger and Serving Team #2:  

(L to R) Marian English, Ele Bigger, Kathy 

McDaniel, and Debbie Powers. 

  

Second Sunday Lunches! 

Second Sunday Lunch      November  12 

 

Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 
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New Women’s Group: Uppity Women of the Bible 
Please join a group of passionate women on the second and fourth Tuesday evenings of each month from 

6:00-7:15 pm.  We will be studying, debating, and exploring the issues raised by the stories of often misun-

derstood Biblical women. Uppity Women of the Bible is a four volume DVD-based series featuring Hebrew 

Bible professor Dr. Lisa Wolfe. Combining careful scholarship with humor and fresh insights, Dr. Wolfe 

presents questions and material that elicit lively, thoughtful discussion of Ruth, The Song of Songs, Esther 

and Judith. No outside reading or “homework” is required!  

Our next session will be on Tuesday, November 14th and we will be meeting in the library of the church. 

For more details, please contact Alexi Holder at alexishephard@gmail.com . 

From the Deacons 
 

Signs of the Deacons’ initiatives are everywhere at Second! Look for Deacons’ Loving Care cards in each 

pew on Sunday mornings. These cards are a new way of sharing requests for prayers, visits, meals, prayer 

shawls, rides, home communion, and other forms of outreach. (Any congregation member interested in 

helping with one of these care ministries should contact Kathryn Lester-Bacon.)  Also, every Sunday after 

worship Deacons serve refreshments in the chapel as part of Fellowship Hour. Please linger after worship 

for this time of community-building. In December, during Fellowship Hour, we will start to offer other op-

portunities and fun activities for congregational engagement. Stay posted for more details! 

“Let There Be Color” Devotional 
This Advent Season we have a creative devotion opportunity coming! 

It is called Let There Be Color.  It is a day by day devotion that pro-

vides reflections, scripture, poetry, and images to color as we prepare 

ourselves for the birth of Christ.  

This devotion was created by A Sanctified Art, a team of pastors and 

artists using their unique gifts to produce meaningful resources for congregations.  

If you chose to participate in “Let There Be Color,” there will be opportunities for us to share our colored 

images and reflections with one another as we journey through Advent together. We hope you will consider 

this experience. Stay tuned for more information as we approach Advent. 

Call for Entries for the Winter Congregational Mixed Media Art Show 
Celebrating Advent and Winter Solstice, you are invited to submit art work including 

paintings, photography, mixed media and any “hangable” art by December 1st. 

Share your creative gifts and help us celebrate the season. Information and submittal forms 

are on the credenza and at the Deacon’s Desk, or contact Mary Millet: marycmillet@gmail.com . 

Save the Date—AFOI Celebration—April 10, 2018 
Assisting Families of Inmates will celebrate 40 years of ministry in 2018!  

Please save the date of April 10, 2018. We will host an event for this occasion at the Jepson Center. Details 

will follow in future newsletters. Rejoice with us! 

mailto:alexishephard@gmail.com
mailto:marycmillet@gmail.com
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A Note from Bo Jacob and the Control Room 
 

During September’s Rally Day service, Alex gave me a much appreciated “shout-out.”  I had worked hard 

converting the Chapel into our temporary summer worship space and then had moved all the technology back 

into the newly refreshed Sanctuary for our new program year. 

I am not alone on Sunday mornings in the Control Room. The volunteers who assist me with the production 

of the audio in the sanctuary, along with the live streaming video, deserve a shout-out as well!  

Gregg Hillmar controls our three cameras and selects the views that create the live video. David Bailey is 

usually at the sound board making sure the various microphones (up to eleven for any service) are muted and 

unmuted on cue. And Charlie Adams, our youngest team member, amazes us all the time. He is our backup 

on both audio and video. You are most likely to see him in the sanctuary with our remote audio iPad making 

sure the sound levels are right. 

We welcome anyone who is interested in being a member of the Control Room Team to stop by before or 

after the worship service to chat with us and learn more.  The Control Room is located on the second floor 

around the corner from the choir room. 

 

Since our fall retreat in September, 

UKirk has had many wonderful 

Thursday night programs!  We had 

the honor of having Brian Blount 

come as a guest speaker at the end 

of September.  He led us in a 

presentation and discussion on the book of Revelation.  Our 

students were very engaged and excited to learn about a part of 

scripture they had not previously explored before. 

October brings mid terms, so to take a break from studies we 

had a bowling night!  When the semester gets tough we try to 

include recreation so that students have a chance to relax and 

just have fun.  None of us should quit our day jobs to become 

professional bowlers, but we had a blast anyway.  

         

Our Wednesday morning coffee hours on campus 

have also been going well.  Each Wednesday morning 

I take free coffee, tea, and hot chocolate to campus so 

students not only get a free treat, they also get fellow-

ship and pastoral care. A cup of coffee with a friend 

might seem small, but it is in these ordinary moments 

that extraordinary ministry can take place.  Thank you 

also to all of our volunteers who have brought us din-

ner so far this fall!  

As our ministry continues, keep your eye out for our 

spring meal sign up.  We could not have UKirk with-

out the amazing volunteers who support us, so keep 

up the good work!        Peace, 

            Molly 
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Day Book Group  
Tuesday, November 21, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The book for discussion is  

When Breath Becomes Air 

by Paul Kalanithi. 

 

All are welcome. 

Literary Circle   
Tuesday, November 14 at 7:00 pm 

Literary Circle will meet on November 14 at 7:00 pm at 

the home of Nancy Updegrave, 8506 Bentridge Lane.  

Lori LaVel will lead the discussion of Drawdown—The 

Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse 

Global Warming  (edited by Paul Hawken).  

Please contact Carolyn Brandt (804-

288-2511, crbrandt1412@gmail.com) 

or Page Wagner (804-323-7038) for 

more information. 

 

Circle 2 November Meeting 

Circle #2 will meet on Tuesday, November 

7th at 11:00 am at the home of Mary Ackerly, 

10 Oak Lane. Our theme for this meeting will 

be “In Community with the Living God and 

the Living Word.” Em Key will lead our dis-

cussion on the following biblical passages 

from Hebrews 1:1-4; 12:18-24; and Hebrews 

4:12-13. Old Testament scriptures from Exo-

dus, Jeremiah, Genesis, and Ezekiel will also 

be included. Come for study and fellowship. 

Room Around the Table 
Thanksgiving Day provides an opportunity to offer a 

warm welcome to someone from another country and 

broaden your understanding of a different culture. 

VCU’S Global Education Office invites you to share this 

special holiday with VCU international students who are 

eager to visit an American home and make new friends. 

For more information, contact Pam Haney at po-

haney@vcu.edu or call 828-8309 no later than November 

6 or go to https://global.vcu.edu/media/geo/pdf/students/

ThanksgivingVolunteerInfo.Form.pdf 

Personnel Council Survey  
The Personnel Council initiated a different approach 

to the standard practice of senior staff evaluations 

this year by sending a survey by email to all Second 

Presbyterian Church members with an active email 

account.  Following receipt of the surveys, Council 

Chair Steve Allred compiled the results to ensure an-

onymity and then presented the results in one on one 

meetings with Alex, Kathryn, and Ginger. He shared 

a summary of the results with the Personnel Council.  

Not surprisingly, although there was room for im-

provement noted, respondents gave generally high 

marks to all three senior staff members.  

Look Who’s Preaching 

November 5  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

November 12  Alex Evans 

November 19  Alex Evans 

November 26  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com
https://global.vcu.edu/media/geo/pdf/students/ThanksgivingVolunteerInfo.Form.pdf
https://global.vcu.edu/media/geo/pdf/students/ThanksgivingVolunteerInfo.Form.pdf


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

 

November  19 

Worship Nite 

5:00 pm  Worship 

5:45 pm Youth & Adult Programs 

6:30 pm Dinner  

November 5 


