
Dear Church Family,    
 

We are now well into the season 

of LENT.   

There was a time when 

Presbyterians did not give much 

attention to Lent, or even the 

liturgical seasons in general. 

Perhaps this goes back to John Calvin, the Swiss 

reformer, who had discomfort with anything that 

resembled Roman Catholic Church tradition and 

practice. 

 But even John Calvin would appreciate fresh 

devotion to Bible study, to reflection and prayer, to 

practices that would encourage us in Christian life and 

discipleship. And, no doubt, those practices according 

to Calvin should not be “seasonal,” but rather 

continuing, always. Lent has often been associated 

with “giving up” something. Most of us, and 

Americans generally, are not known as ascetic people. 

We seem better at putting things on, indulging 

ourselves, instead of denying ourselves.  

 As we seek to deepen our lives and grow in 

faithfulness as the days lengthen this year, perhaps we 

can try a focused discipline. One of my favorite Bible 

passages comes from Romans 12. What if we take a 

few verses and keep examining our lives, asking 

questions, seeking to grow in love and faithfulness as 

disciples. Consider the following – from The Message 

translation: 

 9-10 Love from the center of who you are; don’t 

fake it.  (Who needs your sincere love in these days – 

from the center of who you are? Where can you share 

your deepest love more generously – in your home, 

your workplaces, play-places, church, city, and 

wherever you go this season?)  

 Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life 

to good.  (What evil do you need to run from? Where 

do you need to hold more dearly?) 
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 Be good friends who love deeply; practice 

playing second fiddle. (Who needs your 

friendship? Where can you practice 

unselfishness?) 
 

 11-13 Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled 

and aflame.  (What changes do you need to make 

in your life for balance and discipleship? What 

changes in your life would please God more? How 

can you be more fueled and aflame to live for God, 

share God’s love?) 

 Be alert servants of the Master, cheerfully 

expectant. (It is so easy to move through life 

without expectation – “sleep-walking.” To whom, 

to what, do you need to be more alert, more 

expectant? Staying alert is a constant exhortation 

in Scripture.) 

 Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the 
harder.  (This is a good word for all of us. How 

does it apply to you this season?) 

 Help needy Christians; be inventive in 

hospitality. (Remember that Jesus calls us to deny 

ourselves, to share love, real love.) 
 

 May this Lenten season be a time to deepen 

our faith and discipleship. May God bless us in 

these lengthening days.  

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Evans, Pastor  

 

Worship Nite—Sunday, March 18 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Palm Sunday—Sunday, March 25 

Downtown Community Worship 

at Second ~ 10:15 am 

(no church school) 

Maundy Thursday Service—March 29 

at Second ~ 7:00 pm 

Ebenezer Baptist joins us 
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Session Highlights 
At their February meeting, the Session: 

 Expressed gladness for high pledge donations in January and the stewardship of our members; 

 Received thanks from Bob Dendy for the significant contribution to HumanKind (formerly Presbyterian 

Homes) made by our congregation at Thanksgiving; 

 Approved allocation of a total of $200,000 from the Capital Campaign ($40,000 each) to directed    

Mission projects in Malawi, Guatemala, AFOI, Camp Hanover, and Union Presbyterian Seminary; 

 Praised Youth and their leaders for an inspiring Youth Sunday; 

 Prayed for members and friends with serious health challenges. 

Campaign Update — “Shining the Light of God’s Grace” 
 

We are pleased to announce that the “Shining the Light of God’s Grace” capital campaign has raised 

$4,471,725 in pledges and gifts from 161 individuals and families. This represents more than 89% of our 

$5 million goal. Launched in April 2016, the three-year campaign will prepare us for our 175th Anniversary 

in 2020. 
 

Our heartfelt thanks go to everyone who has so generously contributed to this landmark effort at Second 

Church to spread the light of God’s grace in our city and throughout the world. Thus far, the campaign has 

funded a series of needed upgrades and improvements to our Sanctuary and additional improvements to 

our Choir Room. 
 

More recently, the Capital Campaign Committee authorized $200,000 in donations to our Mission partners 

in the U.S. and abroad—five separate gifts of $40,000 to Camp Hanover, Assisting Families of Inmates, 

Union Presbyterian Seminary, and programs in Guatemala and Malawi. These gifts were approved by Ses-

sion in February, and are only the beginning of what we project to be approximately $2 million toward 

Mission endeavors. Detailed design work is now moving forward on improvements to the atrium, Heritage 

Room, library, and restrooms. Meanwhile, plans are moving quickly on renovations to our kitchen facility, 

which the Property Council will oversee this summer. 
 

We are blessed to have these opportunities. If you wish to support these initiatives, it is not too late. New 

pledges have been received in recent weeks, and as new details about the Campaign have been announced, 

some members have chosen to make additional gifts above their original pledge. Feel free to inquire at the 

church office or reach out to any committee member for more information. Campaign co-chairs are Allison 

and Vernon Mays, Jeff Wells, and Mac Pence—with committee members Julia Carr, Marjorie Clark, Greg 

Dickie, Mary Sue Donahue, Don Falls, Tom Holland, and Tom Jefferson. 

A Note from Ben Sparks 
Please accept my belated and enthusiastic gratitude to the Session for voting me Pastor Emeritus. It is a 

great honor, and one which strengthens Annette’s and my bond to Second Church and its mission.  

The action couldn’t have come at a better time. Please be confident of my sincere gratitude for the ministry 

and mission of Second after my retirement of 10 and 1/2 years, and my appreciation for its witness.  

Thanks be to God for the Tie that binds us all, even Jesus Christ.  

~Ben 
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Adult Education in  March  

 

 

Dining Room Class 
  

March 4, 11, 18 

April 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

Room 308 (Pastor’s Classroom) 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

 

Parents of Young Children 

March 4 in the Nursery 

Facilitated by Marjorie Clark ~ The 40s: The Story of a Decade     

Led by Franklin Reding  

Led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon  

Reading the Laudato Si’ as a Lenten Observance 

A study of the Pope’s Encyclical on the Environment ~ 

Led by Sally Johnston 
 

Pope Francis urges a new dialogue about how we are shaping the 

future of our planet and invites us to relate to the earth as            

companions in suffering and companions in hope. 

Kerygma Group 
The Kerygma Group is beginning a new study. We have chosen the Book of Mark. We will be meeting on 

the Second and Fourth Wednesday of each month from 12:00-1:30 pm in the Library at the Church.   

Please contact Ginger if you would like to join this fun Bible Study and fellowship group. 

Volunteers Needed 
Are you interested in volunteering with a program that makes a difference in the lives of those who live on 

the margins in Richmond? Help the Walk In lunch program for a few hours on Mondays once a month or 

more. We need soup cooks, receptionists, dining room coordinators, clothing assistants, and folks to pack 

and distribute snack suppers. We also need volunteers a few times a year to help prepare and serve the 

lunches.  

Only have an hour to spare? We need drink servers and general helpers as well from 11:45-12:45.      

Please contact Elva Mapp or Nancy Updegrave for more information. Thank you for your consideration. 

From the Deacons 
Get involved with Deacons Loving Care (D.L.C.)! Can we add you to our list of volunteers to help make 

meals when members are in need? Would you like to visit a member who has a hard time getting to church? 

Are you able to offer a ride to someone who doesn’t drive? If so, please contact Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

(klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org) or Ginger Hudson (ghudson@2presrichmond.org). 

The deacons look forward to a date of fellowship on Saturday, March 3, where Let’s Do Dinner may also 

mean doing brunch or lunch or other shared event. Thanks to all who are hosting and participating. 

Special thanks go out to Sam Highfill, Leigh Ann McKelway, Emilie Webb, Carol Graham, and Carol 

Womack, who have faithfully served as deacons of the church. We are grateful for your leadership and we 

appreciate all of the work you have put into the diaconate over the years! 

 

mailto:klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org
mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org
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Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 

Second Sunday Lunch!    March 11 

 Savory Pork Roast 

Homemade Angel Biscuits 

Roasted Potatoes 

Creamy Coleslaw 

Assorted Desserts 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord all the Earth.” (Psalm 96:1) 
There are new songs being sung and new voices being raised in the Chapel at Second Presbyterian Church 

by the RVA Street Singers. This chorus, which was designed for the homeless or near homeless, meets 

Monday afternoons from 1:30-2:30 and is directed by Rebecca Tyree, Assistant Professor of Choral Music 

at VCU. Rebecca has been leading choral groups for 35 years (25 in public schools, 10 at VCU).  

The chorus is being held as part of a community outreach and service learning class at VCU, so students 

from VCU participate as well as fostering a true community chorus. 

In order to hear the choir now, one must join the rehearsal hour for the entire time because of the need to 

build a sense of community among the participants, but the congregation will have an opportunity to hear 

them perform with Second’s adult choir on Sunday, March 18 during the 11:00 am Worship service. 

Following the service we will be providing a meal for the RVA Street Singers in the dining room. While the 

food will be provided, Elva Mapp is looking for participants to help set up, serve, and clean up after the 

meal. Contact Elva if you can help. Let’s show our neighbors how welcoming we can be! 

Second Seniors 
The Second Seniors continue to meet for breakfast and fellowship on the 2nd Friday of each month at 

McLean’s on Broad Street from 9:00-10:30 am. The food and service are great, and it is one way to get to 

know other church members on a more personal basis. We usually have questions from a jar that enable 

folks to have fun sharing similar memories, experiences, and thoughts. 

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, April 8.   Adult Education is partnering with Second Seniors and 

sponsoring another great Trolley Tour of Richmond with our own John Moeser and Walter Griggs as our 

guides! This will follow the usual Second Sunday Lunch at church.  

This tour is called “A Richmonder’s Tour of Richmond.” It will allow us to see Richmond with new eyes 

and insights often missed, and offer perspectives not usually included. The tour is $10 per person; a sign-up 

sheet with envelope for payment will be at the Deacon’s Desk in early March. The trolley tour will be able 

to accommodate 25 people. 

The planning team always welcomes new members and suggestions.   

Property Council News 
The renovation of Second Presbyterian’s Sanctuary in 

the spring and summer of 2017 included the replace-

ment of the church pew cushions.  

Some of the older cushions were recently transported 

by the Tuesday Group to the Salvation Army’s Adult 

Rehab Center located at 2601 Hermitage Road.      

The Adult Rehab Center provides meals and spiritual 

direction to the men who live there as part of their re-

covery program. 

The staff welcomed the donation!  

They plan to refurbish these cushions and use them 

for their Sunday morning worship services. 
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Meet our New Members 

Clare Diester grew up in the quiet town of Marthasville, Missouri. She graduated 

from the University of Missouri with a Bachelors in Science and a minor in French. 

She then moved to Richmond in 2015, where she obtained her Masters in Forensic 

Science at VCU. She is currently working towards her PhD in the Pharmacology and 

Toxicology Department at VCU’s Medical School. With most of her days spent doing 

research, she truly enjoys getting out and exploring, hiking, biking, and singing, and is 

looking forward to becoming a part of this wonderful community! 

Hannah Askin Franz grew up going to Second Presbyterian Church and is 

happy to be returning! She is a PhD candidate in Educational Leadership at 

William & Mary and an adjunct instructor in English/Linguistics at VCU. 

Matt Franz is originally from Ashland. He is a software engineer at Lock-

heed Martin and a soccer referee for the National Women’s Soccer League  

and Major League Soccer.  Hannah and Matt were married at Second in 2009. 

They recently moved to Richmond from Williamsburg.  

They have two children, Henry (Hank) and Nell.   

Jack and Carol Moorman have been married for 25 years and have one daughter, 

Sarah, who lives in South Carolina. They met in Virginia Beach while Jack was 

serving in the Navy. They were married in First Presbyterian Church of Virginia 

Beach, where Carol was a lifelong member and Jack served on the session. In the 

25 years of marriage they have moved to and from Dallas, Austin, Virginia Beach, 

Indianapolis and back to Richmond. Jack is an Environmental Health and Safety 

Manager for Aleris in Richmond and Carol is a Unit Field Trainer for Banker’s 

Life Insurance in Richmond. They have both served on sessions and committees in 

the various cities they’ve lived and enjoy being involved in the community.  

Verna Gessaman relocated to her 

hometown after 40 years that took 

her through Northern Virginia and 

Eastern North Carolina as a wife, 

mother, teacher, and banker. She is 

retired, a widow, with two adult 

children and four grandchildren 

three and under! She has always 

been involved with church and 

community, and looks forward to 

this new stage of life as a member 

of the Second Presbyterian Family.  

Jonathan Moelker is a Seminary 

student who moved to Virginia 

from Tennessee to attend Union 

Presbyterian Seminary. Before 

coming here he was an engineering 

student at University of Tennessee 

and worked in Facilities and Oper-

ations at Oak Ridge National Lab. 

Andy Morgan, one of our former 

Pastoral Interns, was his UKirk 

Pastor at UT!  

Michele Nelson (not pictured) has lived in Richmond 

since 1991 and is transferring from a sister church in the 

City. She is a lifelong Presbyterian. She and her husband 

have two children at William and Mary.                         

They enjoy traveling and she is a Tarheel fan! 
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Sunday, March 4 Evening Youth Group and Dinner  5-7 pm 

Sunday, March 11  Confirmation Class and Church School + 

Second Sunday Lunch 

9:30 am 

(No evening meeting) 

Sunday, March 18 WORSHIP NITE 5-7 pm 

Sunday, March 25 Palm Sunday—Palm Parade at Second + Worship 

Evening Youth Group and Dinner 

10 am 

5-7 pm 

Sunday, April 1 Easter—Church School and Waffles + Worship 

 

9:30 

(No evening meeting) 

Youth Sunday 

was great! 

2PCCC News 
Second Presbyterian Child Care Center is all about love, so Valentine’s Day 

was an extra fun day! The children had fun swapping cards and treats with 

one another, and we enjoyed having a celebration with all the children and 

teachers in the Hawes Building, which included decorating cookies we baked 

in the basement kitchen. The teachers felt extra loved by (and grateful for) 

the Valentine gift of lunches provided by Katherine Goodpasture as a token 

of appreciation for their service to the children. 

The Child Care Staff had a staff development day on President’s Day. Alex Evans came in and talked about 

the church’s history and purpose, programs of the church, the role of the Center as a 

mission of the church, the importance of the staff members in fulfilling the mission and 

the impact our teachers have on our community. Staff members engaged in team build-

ing activities that showcased their creativity. The staff was able to sit together as a 

whole group sharing and reflecting on how the past six months have gone since I’ve 

taken over as director. We also talked about how we would like to strengthen and fur-

ther develop the Child Care Center, along with steps to take to move forward. The time 

together was invaluable to build our bond as a staff family. 

One thing that came out of our day together was the desire to have more people from 

the community share their gifts and talents with the children. Can you teach the chil-

dren some fun songs? Can you share pictures and traditional clothing from another place you’ve lived or vis-

ited? Could you come conduct a simple science experiment with the children? Please let me know if you or 

someone you know has a talent and would like to share it with the children at the Child Care Center. 

We are grateful for your love, support and prayers as we work through the joys and challenges of change. 

~Ginger Hudson 
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UKirk is having a wonderful spring semester so far! 
 

I am grateful to report that thanks to 

wonderful volunteers, we have ALL of 

our meals covered this spring!  Not only 

that, but the meals that we have shared 

already have been delicious and thought-

ful for our students’ dietary needs. 

Meal fellowship starts every Thursday night with nourishment and helps our 

students to build relationships. I cannot emphasize enough how much our 

students and I appreciate the effort all of our volunteers put into these meals. 

So thank you, Thank You, THANK YOU! 

February was a wonderful month. We watched the movie The Big Sick, and 

had a discussion about ways we can work to build relationships that cross cultural, religious, ethnic, and oth-

er boundaries imposed on people. Scripture calls us to love all people, and this meaningful movie helped us 

start the conversation of how we can go about that in a diverse world.  

We also had a fun game night where students brought their favorite board games and we played in several 

teams. As much as we want to nurture the spiritual lives of students, recreation is also a part of that goal. Our 

students had a great time and were able to take their minds off of any stress and anxiety they might carry with 

them. We also had five new students show up in February, and I believe that when students feel comfortable 

enough to invite their friends, then radical hospitality is taking place! 

Thank you all again for the continued support for our students as we travel this journey together. 

~Molly Spangler 

Update on the Rahmaty Family 
A few weeks ago, on January 23, the Rahmaty family celebrated their one-year anniversary of living in 

America. What a year it’s been! 

Since their arrival, the family has successfully resettled from Kabul, Afghanistan. They set up their house-

hold in Henrico County, received and purchased new clothes, attended countless medical appointments, ac-

cepted a new vehicle, started school, joined sports teams, obtained new jobs, met new co-workers, improved 

their English skills, explored Richmond, tasted new foods and developed new friendships. They even were 

invited to go on a short vacation where they played in the ocean for their first time ever! After only six 

months they also transitioned off public assistance and are now financially self-supporting. 

Now in early 2018, the three oldest children are doing well in school. Shahram (son) plays volleyball and 

soccer at Hermitage High School and also works evenings and weekends. Daughters Hadia and Arezoo are 

being encouraged to socialize more after school instead of coming straight home each day as was their rou-

tine in Kabul. Nasim (dad) focuses on his engineering design work of municipal water stations. Shazia 

(mom) hopes to one day have a career in cosmetology. Nasim and Shazia attend ESL classes twice a week. 

The downtown church partnership has done its work, and the Rahmatys are well on their way. For the rest of 

this year we will continue to be “faithful friends” but from a greater distance. This is normal and expected in 

the arc of self-empowerment for resettled refugees. But they will continue to meet their daily challenges and 

to find their way together as a family. They know that they have the love and support of Second, and that we 

will be available to them as resources ongoing if needed. 

~Jonathan Heckel, Terry Sheets, and Second’s Refugee Resettlement Committee 



Circle 2—Tuesday, March 6—11:00 am 
Circle #2 will meet on Tuesday, March 6 at 11:00 am at the home of Eliza Askin, 1519 Westwood Avenue. 

Em Key will conclude our study of “The Community of Christ in Hebrews.”   

This month’s theme is “In Community with the Household of Faith and With All the Saints.” 

This is the last meeting of Circle #2 until the fall. 



Literary Circle   

Tuesday, March 13 at 7:00 pm 
 

Literary Circle will meet on March 13 

at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Ellen 

Coates, 4801 Brook Road.  Lillian 

Rhudy will lead the discussion of   

Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance.  
 

Please contact Carolyn (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner, 323-

7038) for more information. 

Day Book Group  
Tuesday, March 20, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 am on Tuesday, March 20, in 

Room 308 Virginia Building. 

The book for discussion is  

Small Great Things  

by Jodi Picoult.  All are welcome. 

Worship Nite—Sunday, March 18 
5:00 pm   Worship Service with Communion  

       Alex Lester-Abdalla, preaching 

      Music led by David Wilson  
 

5:45-6:30 pm  Programs for Youth and Adults  

      Jacy Jacob, teaching 
 

6:30-7:00 pm  Dinner Susan Nochta   

The 1968 “Second Cookbook “ 
In 1968, 50 years ago, a group of women 

at Second Presbyterian collected favorite 

recipes (or “receipts”) from members of 

the church, and published a cookbook.    

The proceeds from the sale of the book 

furthered the restoration of the chapel. 

Dick Gibbons found a few copies of this 

cookbook in the Archives Room.  

In celebration of the 175th anniversary of 

the founding of the church, we will be 

including some of those recipes in the 

newsletter as part of the anniversary    

activities, as space permits.  

If you are interested in taking a look at 

the cookbook, please contact 

Willa Jacob, who will keep 

one available in the office.  

Do You Have Memories to Share? 
We are beginning to collect stories of 

Second as we prepare to celebrate our 

175th Anniversary! If you would like to 

share a story, please drop it in the heritage 

trunk. The trunk—beautifully handcrafted 

by Becky White—is located on a table in 

the Atrium.  

If you have questions about the project 

please contact Sloan White at 

white.sloan@gmail.com. 

Bright Sunday—April 8 
Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by the early Greek Christians—called 

“Bright Sunday” or “Holy Humor Sunday” — celebrated on the Sunday after Easter.  

For centuries in all Christian faith traditions, the week following Easter Sunday was observed by the faithful as 

“days of joy and laughter” with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.   

Bright Sunday also gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller resurrections 

in this world and this life.  We invite you to join us for our own Bright Sunday celebration on April 8, beginning 

with worship at 11:00 am. We encourage you to wear your brightest and most joyful outfits, even if it’s not your 

“Sunday best.”  After worship, we will continue the celebration in the Chapel with Second Sunday Lunch! 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com
mailto:white.sloan@gmail.com


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Look Who’s Preaching 

March 4  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

March 11  Alex Evans 

March 18  Sam Adams 

March 25  Alex Evans 


