
Dear Church Family,     
 

As we move into September, we 

sense the anticipation and joy as 

we return to the refreshed and 

upgraded Sanctuary. We will 

notice the new lighting and 

chandelier, fresh paint 

everywhere, new upholstery and 

cushions, new railing for the choir 

loft, new HVAC, and more.  

 RE-DEDICATION OF SANCTUARY—

September 10—will be a great day. We kick off with 

RALLY DAY at 9:30 am as we launch new Church 

School classes for all ages. Worship will include a re-

dedication of this sacred space. Please plan to come, 

invite those who have not been with us in recent weeks 

and months, bring friends, and then linger for SECOND 

SUNDAY LUNCH as we build community and grow in 

faith and fellowship.  

 The completion of the Sanctuary project fulfills an 

initial piece towards our celebration of 175 years (in 

2020) and our “Shining the Light of God’s Grace 

Campaign.” To date, we have raised just over $4 million 

of our $5 million goal. The Sanctuary upgrades cost 

approximately $1.5 million of the $5 million goal. Our 

focus shifts now to other needs and callings in this 

campaign. 

 MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER - In June, the 

Session established the Moving Forward Together task 

force with the following purpose and goals: to give 

leadership, clarity, and unity for recommendations to be 

approved by the Session in regard to plans and possible 

projects in our facility in “Phase 2” of the Capital 

Campaign; to find consensus and clarify priorities in 

particular areas of focus that are already under 

discussion: Virginia Building and Hawes Building 

upgrades, Heritage Room, Atrium, Kitchen, and 

Courtyard; to help the church complete these projects in 

a timely and effective manner as we approach our 175th 

Anniversary in 2020. 
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 Members of the Moving Forward Together Task 

Force are as follows:  Steve Allred, Julia Carr, 

Marjorie Clark, Mary Sue Donahue, Dick Gibbons, 

Frank Graham, Dot Hart, Sheri Highfill, Vernon 

Mays, and Henry Tenser; I am serving as Moderator.  

This group is made up of members who served on 

the former Wayfinding group, the Property Council, 

the Capital Campaign Committee, and who have 

worked on specialized areas applicable to the project 

such as Historic Tax Credits. This group has met 

twice during the summer. 

 In early conversations for this group, there has 

been a consensus that any discussion of building 

enhancements must also include MISSION 

priorities. Our outreach to the city and the world 

remains critical to our calling and purpose. Our 

engagement in the city and beyond is a key piece of 

“shining the Light of God’s grace.” So, while we 

know we need to upgrade bathrooms and our 

kitchen, and make other improvements for our 

wonderful facility, our priorities also include our 

deep devotion to God’s love and care for the less 

fortunate.  

 In the coming weeks and months, working with 

Mission Council and the Capital Campaign 

Committee, and listening to and sharing with the 

congregation, the task force seeks to make 

recommendations to the Session which will both 

enhance our building for future effective use and 

deepen our faithfulness in God’s service both in 

Richmond and around the world. Keep this venture 

in your prayers and watch for ways to be engaged in 

the conversation. Also, be open to God’s Spirit as we 

seek to complete both the Capital Campaign and 

these projects that help us shine the Light of God’s 

grace. May God continue to bless us and make us a 

blessing. 

 In faith and devotion,  

  

  

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Highlights from the Session Meeting 
At the August meeting, the Session: 

 Rejoiced to hear that the Sanctuary renovation is “on time and on budget” and should be complete and 

ready for Worship on September 10; 

 Called on all to continue their faithful giving during August despite the challenges of summer schedules 

and worship in the chapel rather than in the sanctuary; 

 Heard a progress report from the Moving Forward Together task force about an emphasis in Phase 2 of 

the Capital Campaign on Mission and urgent building improvements to support Mission; 

 Adopted a Sexual Misconduct policy to apply to all employees and volunteers, as required by the Pres-

bytery of the James; 

 Directed the Mission and Personnel Councils to move forward with conversations and plans for a part-

time Director of Urban Engagement as part of our mission in downtown Richmond and supported by a 

designated bequest. 

 Prayed for all members of the congregation and especially the sick. 

“Shining the Light of God’s Grace” Campaign Crosses $4 Million Threshold 

We are thrilled to announce that our “Shining the Light of God’s Grace” capital campaign has raised 

$4,054,743 in donations and pledges from 156 donors. We have now exceeded 80% of our $5 million goal, 

with more than 18 months remaining in the campaign’s duration. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has so generously contributed to this landmark effort at Second 

Church to spread the light of God’s grace in our city and throughout the world. We are about to celebrate 

the completion of the first major initiative of the campaign—a series of needed upgrades and improvements 

to our Sanctuary. We give thanks to the members of the Sanctuary Renovation Committee and others on the 

Property Council who have given their time and talent to shepherd this good work for Second Presbyterian 

Church. 

A special rededication of the Sanctuary will take place at our worship service on September 10, when we 

return to the historic space. Please join us! This is an occasion to rejoice in the accomplishment of many 

needed improvements, which included cleaning and painting, updated lighting, a modern fire protection sys-

tem, new carpeting and upholstery, and the return of a celebrated chandelier to its original setting. 

With the beginning of a new year of church programs, we also want to note the recent completion of up-

dates to the choir room supported by Campaign funds. These include painting of windows and doors, a new 

rug, window coverings, music storage system, and chairs for choir practice. 

In the coming weeks, look for more information on details of the Campaign’s Mission component. As part 

of our communications effort, we are planning a member forum to share the outline of local, national, and 

international initiatives that will significantly expand our ability to make a positive impact on God’s people. 

In the meantime, Alex Evans and Marjorie Clark continue to lead our “Moving Forward Together” task 

force to bring unified recommendations to the Session regarding further property enhancements to the atri-

um entrance, women’s and men’s restrooms, meeting space, Heritage Room, and basement shower/laundry 

facilities. 

Please feel free to reach out to any committee member for more information. The Capital Campaign is co-

chaired by Jeff Wells, Mac Pence, and Allison and Vernon Mays—with committee members Julia Carr, 

Marjorie Clark, Greg Dickie, Mary Sue Donahue, Don Falls, Tom Holland, and Tom Jefferson. 
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Children’s Choir and Church School 

Laura Carr will be leading our Children’s Choir and will meet each 

Sunday at 9:30 am in the Music Room for practice time and fun! 

Debbie Powers and Ginger Evans will be teaching the Children’s 

Church School Class from 10:00-10:45 am. 

Our older children will be taught by Allison Mays using PC(USA) curriculum called 

With All Boldness and Freedom: A Survey of the New Testament. 

This fall, Godly Play will move to the Dining Room where we will watch the streaming 

service together while we work on art projects that will enhance our worship experience. 

Sunday, September 10 

 

 

Sunday, September 17 

 

Sunday, September 24 

 

Friday, September 29—Sunday, October 1 

Meet in the Youth Lounge at 9:30 am and reconnect with everyone!  We will 

make waffles and meet Ben Brannan, our new Youth Intern. Then plan to stay 

after Worship for Second Sunday Lunch and a meeting with parents after lunch.  

5:00 pm ~ Sunday Evening Worship and Gathering 

7th-9th Graders: Confirmation Class begins at 9:30 am in the Cinema 

10th-12th Graders: Meet for waffles and conversation in the Youth Lounge 

YOUTH FALL RETREAT  ~  Mark your calendars! 

 

 

Dining Room Class 

September 10, 17, 24 

October 1, 8, 15 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Parents of Young Children 

Nursery, September 10 

 
 

Bible Study 

Room 308 (Pastor’s Classroom) 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

 

Adult Education 
“The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple…”  Led by Michael Bacon 

Many of us learned the lines to that song at some point in our lives in the church. This 

class won’t dispute the basic sentiment—we are called to be the church, not just attend 

church. However, we will explore just what role the physical building of the church 

and its material contents play in our formation as a community, our worship, and our 

relationship with God. As we re-enter our newly renovated sanctuary, we will discuss 

some specific aspects of our worship space and everything in it. 

Led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon ~ meets September 10 ~ and then the first 

Sunday of each month 

Led by Franklin Reding 

Facilitated by Marjorie Clark ~ Faith connections and questions raised 

in discussion of literature. Fall discussions will be based on poetry and 

short stories from The 40s: The Story of a Decade. 
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UKirk is Kicking Off Another Semester! 
I am thrilled to announce that Alex Lester-Abdalla will be joining our leadership 

team. Alex has already been active at Second Presbyterian with the youth program 

and I am excited that he is offering his gifts to UKirk as well. 

This fall we have a lot of wonderful events planned. We are starting up a new 

“Third Thursday Worship” night once a month, with music led by two of our students. UKirk will also have 

its second annual fall retreat in September at Lake Gaston. 

Last year’s retreat was the one thing every single student requested to do again, so hopefully this year will be 

just as meaningful! We will still continue our weekly Thursday evening gatherings, which means that we will 

need plenty of home cooked meals.  If you can bring our students a meal, you can click on this link to sign 

up: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-fall 

As always, thank you all for your support for this ministry!  Please keep all of our students and professors in 

your prayers as we begin a new semester. 

Grace and Peace, 

Molly Spangler 

Second Sunday Lunch      September 10 

 

Sunday Evening Worship and Gathering 

We are trying something new!  On Sunday evenings, September 17, 

October 15, and November 19, we will have Worship in the Chapel 

from 5:00-5:45 pm.  Local musician, Ali Foley Shenk, will help lead 

our music. We plan on this being a more relaxed worship experience, 

and will hopefully involve many from the congregation. 

After worship we will have time for Youth Groups to meet, as well as an Adult Discussion 

group, from 5:45-6:45 pm. 

From 6:45-7:15 we will enjoy dinner together in the dining room.  These evenings are for our whole Church 

Family and we encourage you to give it a try! 

On Sunday evening, September 17, Sam Adams will be the preacher for the worship service. Alex Evans 

will lead the Adult Discussion group on the topic “What About Predestination?” 

Ali Foley Shenk 

Menu 

Taco Salad 

Delicious Cornbread 

Homemade NC Peach Cobbler 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-fall
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News from 2PCCC  
The Board of 2PCCC is pleased to announce the appointment of Ginger Hudson 

as the new director of the Childcare Center, effective August 28.  

 

Ginger has been a member of Second Church since 2011. 
 

New Inquirers’ Class 

Sunday, September 10 at 4:00 pm  Meet at the home of Alex and Ginger Evans 

Sunday, September 17 at 9:30 am  Tour of the Church + More Conversations about Ministry 

Sunday, September 24 at 9:30 am  Meet with Session and Join at 11 am Worship  

Second Seniors Fall Activities 
All older adults are warmly welcomed to join in the activities of Second Seniors! 

For more information, please contact Lillian Rhudy (rhudys2@verizon.net, 804-270-0871) or Mary 

Spain (mspain230@gmail.com, 804-359-2524). Members and ideas are always welcome. 
 

Friday, September 15 at 9:00 am  3rd Friday Breakfast at McLean’s on Broad Street 
 

Sunday, September 24 at noon 

 

 
 

Friday, October 20 at 9:00 am   3rd Friday Breakfast at McLean’s on Broad Street 
 

Sunday, October 29 at noon    5th Sunday Brunch at a restaurant TBA  
 

October/November      Tour of Tuckahoe Plantation and Lunch ~ date TBA 

2nd Anniversary Celebration honoring Second’s Seniors. 

Come and enjoy a luncheon and program in the dining 

room immediately following 11:00 am worship. 

Older Adult Purpose Group  

Of the Presbytery of the James  

presents 

Reconciliation & Embracing Aging 

September 28, 8:45 am—3 pm  

at Camp Hanover 

Keynote Speakers include Sam Adams, Janet James and 

Second’s own Lillian Rhudy 

Flyers available on the Credenza or go to 

www.presbyteryofthejames.com 

http://www.presbyteryofthejames.com
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The Milk and Cookies Children’s Program of AFOI needs your help!           

As we start another school year, we are in need of donations of snacks and 

supplies for our small, elementary school-based support groups for children with an incarcerated parent. 

Supply items: Crayons, colored pencils, markers, safety scissors, bottled glue, and glue sticks. 

Snack items (individually packaged):  Cheez-its, Goldfish, fruit snacks, Oreos, and animal crackers. 

Donations can be placed in the bin outside of the Heritage Room.  

Or, they can be delivered to AFOI in Suite 416 of the Virginia Building. Thanks in advance for helping to 

support children who have an incarcerated parent! 

Seminary For A Day  Saturday, September 23    8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Choose from 12 workshops! Two keynotes!  Connect with old friends and new! 

Get a taste of what seminary is like. Seminary For A Day is presented by The Leadership 

Institute at Union Presbyterian Seminary.  For only $25 for the day, choose one workshop in 

the morning and one in the afternoon, with lunch provided following the morning work-

shops. UPSem Professor Richard W. Voelz will offer the morning keynote entitled Moving 

the “Conversation” Forward: Preacher, Congregation, and Public in Divided Times.  

Professor Luke A. Powery of Duke Divinity School will offer the afternoon keynote address, 

The Gift of Tears. For more information, workshop descriptions, and to register, go to 

www.upsem.edu/event/seminary-day-2017  

Adult Choir Kickoff  Wednesday, September 6 at 6:30 pm 
At the home of Laura Knouse and Steve Barkley 

Please contact Jeff Riehl at jriehl@richmond.edu for more details. 

Our  2017-2018  Interns 

Ben Brannan Elizabeth Baril Alex Lester-Abdalla 

http://www.upsem.edu/event/seminary-day-2017
mailto:jriehl@richmond.edu
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Day Book Group  
Tuesday, September 19, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The book for discussion is  

Hillbilly Elegy  

by J.D. Vance. 

 

All are welcome. 

Literary Circle   
Tuesday, September 12, 7:00 pm 

The 2017-2018 Literary Circle book group will meet on the 

second Tuesday evening of each month at 

individual members’ homes. All women of 

the church are invited to participate. 

The first meeting will be on September 12 at 

7:00 pm at the home Elva Mapp. The book 

will be A History of the World in 6 Glasses 

by Thomas Standage. The discussion will be 

led by Mary Jane Winter. 

Please contact Carolyn Brandt (804-288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner (804-323-7038)

for more information. 

 

Guatemala Friends to Visit Second 
In October, Mission Council will host the visit of 

Emerson Morales and Judith Castaneda from 

CEDEPCA, our mission partner in Guatemala.   

They will be with us October 16-23 and look forward 

to this week. Second has enjoyed a long relationship 

with Guatemala.  

If you would like to meet them, hear from them, host 

them, or help with this week, please contact Mary Jane Winter at mjwinter@comcast.net . 

Emerson Morales Judith Castaneda 

Presbyterian Women Circle One       Tuesday, September 12 

Circle One will hold our first meeting of the year Tuesday, September 12, in the sixth floor 

Tower lounge at Westminster Canterbury. We will meet at 10:30 am for an overview of this 

year’s study of the Book of Hebrews, a get-acquainted/organizational meeting, and lunch. 

Please bring a salad to share. 

All women are invited to join in the small group Bible study which involves spirited discussion 

and meets monthly on the second Tuesday as above. Usually those who would like to stay 

have lunch together afterward in Westminster Canterbury’s Marketplace. For more infor-

mation, please contact Dot Apperson (dwapp2@verizon.net, 804-264-6784). 

Come join us! 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com
mailto:mjwinter@comcast.net
mailto:dwapp2@verizon.net


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

Church School for all ages    9:30 am 

Re-Dedication of Sanctuary   11:00 am 

Second Sunday Lunch following Worship! 


