
Dear Church Family,   
 

In a recent sermon, I mentioned 

UVA President James Ryan and 

his recent book entitled Wait, 

What? Some of you have 

indicated your joy in finding and 

reading this book too.  

The book is about essential 

questions that all of us should ask ourselves and others 

to get the most out of life. One of those questions is 

“How Can I Help?” The goal is not to be selfish 

(some of our desires to help are indeed selfish), says 

Ryan. The goal is to find ways to be truly helpful, 

sincerely relational, and strive for what is good and 

beneficial to others. 

 September launches us in this church community 

into a season of change. 

 We adjust first to the departure of Kathryn, who has 

been such a great colleague and pastor among us. Her 

departure will bring some immediate needs among the 

staff and congregation. In the short term, the Session 

will be seeking, and finding, some interim help from 

experienced people who can offer their gifts and help 

us carry on. Stay tuned for more on that. In the longer 

term, the church’s Nominating Committee, once 

Presbytery approves, will put together a slate of names 

to be elected by the congregation to serve on the next 

Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. That group 

will work, with God’s guidance and care, in the months 

ahead to help us find another Associate Pastor. That 

process could take 12-18 months. We certainly hope 

for the shortest term.  

 September also launches us into our full program 

year. This is the most exciting time for me as the 

church builds energy: our Church School kicks off on 

Rally Day—September 8 at 9:30am —with new 

classes and opportunities for growth for everyone; our 

choir comes back to the choir loft to enrich our 

worship and inspire our faith; we have Second Course, 

a Bible Study venture with groups across the city and 
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through the week (please look for a time and place 

that suits you); we have other groups that meet, 

busy Councils that seek to do God’s work through 

the church, many mission endeavors, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. 

 September, and following months, will also 

bring us increased change and inconvenience in 

our building, as we upgrade all our bathrooms, 

improve key areas for gathering and fellowship – 

atrium, library, Heritage Room, Hawes basement, 

and more. All of this is the final construction 

phase of the “Shining the Light of God’s Grace 

Campaign.” Demolition has begun in Hawes 

basement and the work will gradually move 

upstairs, become more visible, more problematic. 

We hope to finish by Christmas. 

 How can you help? 

 You can show up with your feet and seek to 

participate in our common life of growing, 

worshipping, and serving as disciples. 

 You can look for God’s Spirit to nudge you 

with new ways to be involved: where can you 

grow? How can you connect more with others? 

What need can you meet with your kindness, 

generosity, and helpfulness? 

 You can be patient with any limitations that 

arise from your church experience, from the 

building upgrades, and staff changes. 

 You can keep up with your contributions and 

devotion. While the church’s finances continue to 

be strong, we always need your grace and 

generosity to be effective in ministry. 

 You can continue to strive to trust God and 

serve God with your life, engaged with others 

here, as we promote the peace and hope of God’s 

promised reign. May God bless and sustain us all.  

 

 

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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August 2019 Session Meeting Highlights 
At the August meeting the Session: 

 

 Shared pastoral concerns of many, especially Ele and Milt Bigger; 

 Had extensive conversations with Jay Morgan and endorsed him as a Candidate in the ordination 

process for Minister of Word and Sacrament, PC(USA). He will be meeting with the Presbytery 

in the coming weeks; 

 Heard a positive report from Tom Flynn on current and upcoming upgrades to the building,        

including bathrooms, Atrium, Heritage Room, and Hawes basement. The budget for these     

projects has been approved.  

 Heard reports from various councils and other concerns, including church safety; 

 Shared appreciation for Kathryn Lester-Bacon and her six years of ministry and discussed plans 

going forward. 

 

Rally Day—Sunday, September 8—9:30 am 
 Come at 9:30 am for refreshments and reconnections with your Church Family!  

 Children will meet with Laura Carr in a new location—the “Chapel Classroom”—on the second floor  

behind the chapel balcony and the Control Room. Get excited for a great year in choir! 

 Youth will gather in the Youth Lounge for waffles and reconnections with Mary Grace Reynolds, our 

Seminary Intern; and meet our two new Seminary Youth Ministers: Molly Smerko and Connor Ferreri.                                          

 Adults may choose from these classes: 

 

Faith and Literature ~ facilitated by Marjorie Clark 

This class discusses readings, usually short stories, to examine how faith impacts our lives and   

understanding. Class members share leadership. September classes will continue reading stories 

from Signals, a collection by Tim Gautreaux. 

20s and 30s ~ with Alex Fischer 

Work of the People ~ Videos and reflections from faith leaders to help us navigate our call to love  

and serve in the world. 

Dining Room Class ~ with Michael Hawn (month of September) 

Developing a Congregational Identity through Congregational Singing ~ This September series 

will examine the hymnic heritage that has shaped our faith, look at some trends that are currently      

influencing the ecumenical church, and consider the cultural, societal, and ethical issues that      

inspire what we might sing in the future. (More details on next page.) 

(Beginning September 22) Bible Study ~ with Franklin Redding  

The Witness of the Old Testament to Jesus Christ 
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I’m writing this as the movers are in our house, packing up every last scrap of paper. You will 

be reading this in the rush of September, when every day brings new fall activities to do, new 

supplies to buy, and more papers to sign. The seasons are turning. 

Emotionally, spiritually, vocationally, the seasons are turning too. By the time you read this, 

Michael, Josie, Ben, and I will be living in our house in Durham, as I start my job at Duke 

Chapel. We will return on September 8th for a time of celebration and goodbye, but, come September 1st,    

our lives will be in the process of re-centering on Durham. 

When I announced the news of this transition in July, my heart and inbox were flooded with such meaningful 

messages from so many members. Others grabbed me in the hallway or slipped notes in the mail. My spirit 

overflows, time and time again, with the words I receive. The abundance is humbling. I am honored to have 

served as your pastor for six years. 

I cannot hope to reply to everything I have received, but know I hold your words deeply. They are getting me 

through this transition. As the seasons change, as life changes, I am accompanied by love and gratitude for 

you, and hope for the future of Second Presbyterian. 

Surely the Spirit is in this place, even in this grieving, grateful space, even in this shifting, changing,         

transitioning space.  We are going our separate ways, but still we do not walk alone. Thanks be to God. 

Adult Education Dining Room Class 
With Michael Hawn 

 

 

September 8 

 

September 15 

 

September 22 

 

September 29 

“Tell me what you sing and I’ll tell you who you are.”               

  ~Albert van den Heuvel (World Council of Churches, 1966) 

All Things Bright and Beautiful: Singing a Theology of Creation for the 21st Century 

Our God, Our Help in Ages Past:                                                                                             

Ten (or more) Hymn Writers Every Presbyterian Should Know 

Praying Locally—Singing Globally 

Singing Love in a Culture of Hate 

A Note from Kathryn 
 

Children’s Choir 
Our Sunday Children’s Choir has a new location and a new piano! Our upcoming    

season will have new songs (and, of course, old favorites), new instruments, new 

rhythms, new movements, and more to enhance our joyful noise to the Lord.             

We do so much more than sing songs! 

Join us every Sunday morning at 9:30 am in the Chapel Classroom (behind the control room).     ~Laura Carr 



The beginning of each new program year at church brings with it the return of our wonderful choir              

to the balcony. We are grateful for the 25 dedicated volunteers and 8 section leaders who provide leadership    

for our weekly worship. This season, we are pleased to have the following section leaders among us:    

 

Soprano WILLA JACOB grew up in a musical home and was a vocal   

major in college. She was soprano section leader with the Richmond 

Symphony Chorus, which led her to Second Presbyterian to sing in the 

choir nearly 24 years ago. She serves as the administrative assistant in the 

Second Church office and likes to garden and cook when she's away 

from work. She is married to Bo, Second’s technical director, and they 

have two grown daughters. 

AMANDA SIMON, soprano, has sung at Second Presbyterian for four 

years and felt completely welcome from her first day with the 

choir.  She is grateful every day for the opportunity to be a part of a 

church community that challenges her mind and musicianship.     

When Amanda is not singing or serving fried chicken at Tanglewood 

Ordinary, she most likely is found knitting, shooting photos on 35mm, 

or watching “so-bad-they're-good” movies with her friends. Amanda 

earned a degree in music at Virginia Commonwealth University. 

ERIN WIND, alto, is a native of Richmond who earned a Bachelor of  

Music degree in Music Education (choral) from Longwood University and 

a Master of Music in Vocal Performance from the University of Northern 

Iowa. In addition to being an alto section leader with Second Presbyterian, 

Erin directs the Richmond Women’s Chorus, is a singer-songwriter/

guitarist, and loves dabbling in folk music, especially old time and Celtic. 

When not doing music things, Erin can usually be found making the most 

of the great hiking trails that Richmond offers. 

Alto LAURA CARR is beginning her fourteenth season at Second.   

When she is not singing alto in the Choir, she can be found singing and     

moving with the children of our Child Care Center or leading the 

church's children's music program. She is a member of the Richmond 

Symphony Chorus and sometimes sings in a quartet with her siblings. 

Laura has three grandchildren, for whom she loves caring, and spends a 

lot of time with her hobbies of creating jewelry, sewing, and knitting. 

Laura volunteers for Meals on Wheels and the Real Life Community 

Center. She is married to Jim and they have three adult sons. 



We welcome RAGAN DEAL to his first season as a tenor section 

leader at Second. Ragan is a third grade teacher at R.C. Longan 

Elementary School in Henrico County. He is married to Jessica 

and they are expecting their first child this Christmas. Ragan 

graduated from Samford University in 2008 with a Bachelor of 

Music degree in Church Music and most recently sang in the 

choir at Derbyshire Baptist Church.  

This is JUSTIN CULLUM’S fourth season as a tenor section leader at     

Second Church. When he isn’t singing, he enjoys reading, spending time 

with his family, fishing, being outdoors, and tending to his large collection 

of houseplants. He is starting a new career this year as a teacher at Virginia 

Randolph Elementary School in Glen Allen. Justin enjoyed visiting     

Guatemala with a group from Second last year and also has done volunteer 

work with the Presbytery of the James, helping with crisis cleanup where 

he learned to use a chainsaw and rip out flooring. He’s looking forward to 

making music with this great group again this year. 

CLINT MILLER, baritone, has been a section leader at Second     

since 2003. Clint earned his degree in music education at James    

Madison University and currently is the chair of the Fine Arts        

Department at J.R. Tucker High School, where he leads its very     

successful choral music program. Clint grew up in the Richmond   

area and is an avid traveler. 

JOHN FORD has been the bass section leader at Second since 2011.      

Prior to joining the SPC choir, John was the bass section leader at       

Centenary United Methodist Church. John recently retired from banking 

and is looking forward to a more relaxed pace of life in retirement.      

John was a voice performance major at the University of Maryland, sang 

with the James River Singers for many years, and was active in opera  

companies in Virginia and Maryland. John enjoys running and has        

participated numerous times in the Monument Avenue 10K. 



Page 6 

UKirk 
The fall is nearly upon us, which means that our VCU students have started their Fall 2019 

semester and our UKirk Thursday night gatherings have started again! Interested in         

supporting our students in a tangible, hands-on way? The BEST way you can show your 

support is by providing a hot meal for the students to share at the start of the evening.      

Eating together gives us space and time to be fully present and engaged with one another,   

as we catch up about the past week and look forward to our activity for the evening. It also 

reflects one of our foundational beliefs as a body of faith: welcoming all to join us at the table to experience 

God’s love through worship, fellowship, and community.  

If you are willing and able to support our students with a hot meal, you can find the link for Sign Up Genius at 

ukirkrva.org/meal-ministry.html  or by emailing Alex Fischer at ukirk.rva@gmail.com . These meals are such 

a vital part of our ministry; it means so much to our students when you are able to support them with a hot 

plate of food. Thank you for your continued support! 

 

“How Can I Engage?” 
This month, instead of highlighting a specific organization and opportunity to volunteer with one of our mis-

sion partners, I’m offering an opportunity to learn about the MANY ways you can be involved and engaged 

with our mission partners. On Sunday September 22nd the Mission Council will be hosting a Mission Fair, 

an opportunity to learn more about a handful of our mission partners in Richmond and their volunteer needs.  

We support so many organizations as a church, which is a wonderful and faithful thing to do! But it can be 

overwhelming to figure out how we can be involved beyond financial support. You may be asking yourself, 

“What are the pressing needs of our community? What are helpful and accessible ways to respond? How is 

God calling me to act and serve?” The goal of the Mission Fair then, is to highlight our mission partners who 

in particular have immediate volunteer needs and offer more information about how you can be involved.    

We will also be passing out “one-sheets” that highlight almost all of our mission partners, not just the ones   

featured at the fair. So if you would like to know more about how you might be involved in a direct, hands-on 

way with our mission partners and need help navigating and exploring the information, check out our Mission 

Fair on Sunday September 22nd after church, in the chapel! You can also email Alex Fischer at 

ukirk.rva@gmail.com with any questions. 

Second Course Returns 
A season of Bible Study for all members of Second returns this fall, beginning in the middle 

of September. We have several groups that meet at various times and locations each week. Take a look at the 

sign-up sheet on the credenza at church and find a group that best suits you and your schedule. The theme this 

fall is Growing Faith and Devotion—8 Stories of Jesus. This is a fun and faithful way to be involved and to 

deepen discipleship. Please contact Ginger Evans with any questions gevans@2presrichmond.org . 

Technical Services at Second Pres—A Reminder 

Our audio-visual equipment in the Sanctuary, Dining Room, Chapel and Heritage Room are available and   

capable of handling many production needs for worship, meetings, classroom and display purposes.          

However, these systems require set-up and operation. When planning an event in any of our spaces, please  

remember to give consideration to what your A/V technical requirements may be, ahead of time.  

Contact Bo Jacob by phone (804-912-0029) or email (video@2presrichmond.org). You may also let the church 

office know at least one week before your scheduled event.  The Control Room crew will be glad to assist you! 

Alex Fischer 

ukirkrva.org/meal-ministry.html
mailto:ukirk.rva@gmail.com
mailto:ukirk.rva@gmail.com
mailto:gevans@2presrichmond.org
mailto:video@2presrichmond.org
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Prayers and Bell Tolling for Richmond City Gun Violence Victims 
Reducing gun violence is one of the 2019-2020 advocacy priorities for Mission Council. Our steeple bells  

continue to toll each Wednesday at noon in remembrance of the 2019 gun violence victims in the city. Sadly, 

the number of victims continues to increase. If you work downtown, take a moment to listen to the bells and 

spread the word among your friends and co-workers. Keep the victims and their families in your prayers, 

which are noted each week in the church bulletin.  

Earthkeepers 
Do you ever wonder about how food and faith are related? Psalm 104:10-15 reads: 

 

 

 

Food, like everything else we rely upon, is an essential reminder of our dependence on God. This is easy to  

forget these days. A popular idea of our consumer age is that money brings forth food. But as the Psalmist  

suggests, we are entirely dependent on resources that God provides. The Psalmist invites us to examine our 

relationship to God and to the gifts of God’s creation. 

Here are some of the ways that we might reconsider our relationship to food and appreciate the gift of food 

more thoughtfully. We can give thanks. By giving thanks, we are invited to acknowledge the energy and effort 

that was spent to bring our food to us. We can learn where our food comes from and try to buy food produced 

closer to our homes. This makes us better stewards of creation and reconnects us with the land that we live on. 

Lastly, to the extent that we are able, we can grow, prepare, and cook our food. This offers us a chance to see 

past the “virgin purity” of groceries and appreciate the dirt and sweat that is necessary to bring us our food. 

Through each of these practices, we might move closer to the Psalmist’s wisdom and see that we are entirely 

dependent on God and God’s creation.   ~Jay Morgan 

You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills, giving drink to every 

wild animal...You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people to use to 

bring forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to make the face 

shine, and bread to strengthen the human heart. 

This is the first in a regular Earthkeepers series of monthly newsletter articles to share ideas about ways to be faithful in our  

God-given task of earthkeeping.  

Joanna Adams to Preach at Second—Sunday, September 15 
 

The Rev. Dr. Joanna M. Adams is a preacher, pastor, and teacher known for building 

bridges of understanding in both the community and in the church. A graduate of          

Columbia Theological Seminary, she holds an honorary Doctorate of Divinity from      

Davidson College and was awarded the Alumni Association Medal of Honor from   

Emory University and Columbia’s Distinguished Alumni/ae award. She has also served  

as a trustee of the Presbyterian Church Foundation, Agnes Scott College, and Columbia     

Theological Seminary.  

 

She has offered her pastoral leadership with grace and skill at several Presbyterian churches in Atlanta,        

including Central, North Decatur, Trinity, Morningside, and First. She served also as Co-Pastor, Fourth 

Church, Chicago. She has served on numerous boards, both locally and nationally and has been a sought-after 

preacher across the nation. With her husband, Al, she is the mother of Sam Adams, and the grandmother of 

Virginia and Charlie. We always celebrate anytime that Joanna and Al can be with us in Richmond, especially 

for this occasion on September 15 for her to be our preacher.  
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2PCCC News  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Sunday, September 8 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ in the Youth Room 

Reception for Kathryn Lester-Bacon in the Chapel 

9:30-10:45 am 

12:15 pm 

Sunday, September 15  REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ in the Youth Room 

WORSHIP NITE (Worship 5-6pm; Youth Group 6-7pm) 

9:30-10:45 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, September 20— 

Sunday, September 22 

YOUTH RETREAT—Lake Gaston 5:30 pm Friday—

12:30pm Sunday 

 

Sunday, September 29 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ in the Youth Room 

Youth Group 

9:30 am-10:45 am 

5:-00-7:00 pm 

YOUTH 

Another summer at Second Presbyterian Child Care Center has been full of fun! 

The children have been beating the heat with water play days on the playground. 

Some of our young babies now get to join in the outside fun beyond their twice  

daily walks. Thanks to a pack-n-play donation by Carol and Franklin Graham, some 

of our youngest can enjoy the fresh air and fun of the playground 

without fear of being overrun by the more mobile children. 

Inside, fun activities have also continued, like our weekly visits 

from Stretch and Grow, that bring in youth fitness instructors to 

teach classes. Laura Carr has continued her volunteer work with 

leading the Children of God music program for our preschool 

children. Casha Stempniewicz, our art teacher, has helped the 

kids get in touch with their creative sides. And the babies and 

teachers have loved having Lucy Lomeling, a high school student 

and church member (who also works in the nursery on Sundays) 

volunteer with us this summer. 

As we kick off another school year here at 2PCCC, we are thrilled 

to welcome Victoria Jones as our new Assistant Director. Special 

thanks go to Chanson Finney, who has spent many hours this 

summer helping to transform our space in order to make an office 

for Victoria. He is also making necessary accommodations to 

meet our storage needs. We are so grateful to Chanson, as well as 

his wife Amie. 

During my maternity leave, the Center will be in good hands with 

Victoria; Maggie, our administrative assistant; and our amazing 

Board of Directors, under the leadership of Sue Munro who is 

serving as president for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Please continue to keep us in your prayers as we look forward to a 

fantastic new year! ~Ginger Hudson, Executive Director 

 

 

Miles and his buddy 

church member, Tilden 

Gilchrist (in the shark 

shirt) loved getting wet 

and wild. 

Lucy Lomeling  

volunteering. 

 

L to R:  Victoria Jones; Ginger Hudson;         

Maggie Clark. 
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Day Book Group  
Wednesday, September 18 at 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 

 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 10:00 am on 

Wednesday, September 18, in Room 308,       

Virginia Building. 

 

The book for discussion 

is Educated: A Memoir  by          

Tara Westover.  All are welcome. 

Literary Circle 2019-2020 
The 2019-2020 Literary Circle book group will meet at 

7:00 pm on the second Tuesday evening of each month 

at individual members’ homes. All women of the 

church are invited to participate. 

The first meeting will be on Tuesday,         

September 10 at the home of Kathy Pryor, 

1607 Claremont Avenue. Elva Mapp will lead 

the discussion of Everything Happens For       

A Reason; And Other Lies I’ve Loved by        

Kate Bowler.  Please contact Carolyn Brandt 

(288-2511, crbrandt1412@gmail.com or             

Page Wagner (323-7038) for more information. 

Travel to Guatemala with the Presbytery of the James 

October 28—November 4 
 

Come and stand with those in Guatemala 

seeing asylum. As God’s people, we are called 

to welcome the stranger and to provide for those 

who are in need. You are invited to travel to 

Guatemala with the Presbytery of the James, 

October 28—November 4.   Our group will 

visit those who are being deported back, as well as those who feel 

compelled to leave because it is no longer safe for them and their 

families. The focus is on offering a ministry of presence and       

compassion, listening and learning, especially with our mission   

partners who are seeking to address root causes and offer hope,     

alternatives, and a better life. Participants will discern how we in  

Virginia can best respond. This trip is for anyone who would like to 

learn more and to grow in faith and understanding.  For more        

information, contact: Mary Jane Winter mjwinter@comcast.net.                         

The cost is $950 plus airfare.                                                          

Space and scholarship money are available.  

Presbyterian Woman Circle 2  
Save the Date: Circle #2 will meet Tuesday, October 1, at the home of Genie Schutt, 3320 Loxley Road, at 

11:00 am.  Em Key will lead our study year—Carved in Stone—the story of the Ten Commandments. 

Plan to come for lively discussion and good fellowship. 

The Genesis of Exodus 

In response to the humanitarian crisis at our 

southern border, the General Assembly 

(PCUSA) has created a website called The 

Genesis of Exodus. It is designed to help 

concerned congregations understand what 

is happening and why. On the site there is a 

45-minute film in which people in El     

Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras tell 

their stories about the conditions in their 

countries—poverty, corruption, violence, 

fear—and all the reasons they are fleeing in 

unprecedented numbers to the U.S.  It is an 

eye-opening film. To view it go to:  https://

genesisofexodusfilm.com/thefilm/ .             

I highly recommend it for the whole family.  

~Terry Sheets 

On August 25th, Second joined churches and 

other community partners across the country in 

ringing our bell for four minutes at 3:00 pm. 

Each minute represented every century that has 

passed since the first people from Africa were 

horribly taken from their homes and brought to 

Virginia to become slaves for the colonists. May 

we continue to work toward a world where things 

like racism, hatred, and violence are no more. 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com
mailto:mjwinter@comcast.net
https://genesisofexodusfilm.com/thefilm/
https://genesisofexodusfilm.com/thefilm/


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

SEPTEMBER 8 

 9:30 am:  Refreshments, Reconnections, and Church School 

11:00 am:  Worship 

    Reception for Kathryn Lester-Bacon following worship 

 


