
Dear Church Family,    

 

At the graveside service, we 

sometimes ask those gathered to 

ponder the following: “What 

word comes to mind as you 

think about this person?      

What word best describes this 

person—a word you will take 

from this place to encourage and bless you going 

forward?” 

 At the graveside service for Dot Hart, her family 

and close friends shared so many good words: 

beautiful, strong, loyal, loving, resilient, responsible, 

caring, kind, intelligent, integrity . . . to name a few.  

 How do such good, strong, and faithful qualities 

emerge in us? From where do these traits and 

descriptions come?  

 Another word – FORMATION. 

 Like a riverbed is formed by the flow of the river, 

like pottery is formed by a potter, we are each 

FORMED by the days, weeks, seasons, and years of 

life, and how we each live through the times. We each 

seek—across our lives—to be FORMED as the 

trusting and serving, loyal and loving, caring and kind, 

justice-seeking and light-bearing people of God. 

 A large part of our formation comes from   

WHOM we trust. We learn that life comes as a gift 

from God. We learn that whether we live or whether 

we die, we belong to God. We are invited to trust our 

lives to God’s care through all things, and eternally. 

Across the ages, we have learned that we trust God 

more as we gather and sing, pray and read Scripture, 

as we worship and serve alongside each other, as we 

share the joys and struggles of life, as we encourage 

one another in faith and fellowship. Trusting God is 

never automatic; it is something we are always 

working on. 
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 A large part of our formation comes from 

whom and what we love. Jesus reminds us to love 

God and love others as we love ourselves. This is a 

work in progress too. Every Sunday we confess 

how we fall short of loving God and others; we 

hear words of forgiveness and grace, and open our 

hearts afresh to God’s Spirit to empower us at 

trying again. God bears with us. God believes in 

us. God keeps wanting to strengthen us, form us in 

faith and life. 

 Formation also comes through our actions.   

We are to spend our time and energy on things that 

matter, on making the world a better place. Paul 

says “do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so 

that you may discern what is the will of God –

what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 

12:2). And then Paul says, “Let love be genuine, 

hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love 

one another with mutual affection; outdo one 

another in showing honor . . . Rejoice in hope, be 

patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 

hospitality to strangers” (Romans 12:9-12).  

 This September, we move again into a new 

season of church life, with Church School classes, 

Bible studies and book groups, programs of 

various kinds, choir, and other activities returning 

from a summer break.  FORMATION is the goal. 

We want to be formed – more deeply, more 

broadly, more faithfully – as God’s trusting and 

serving people.   

 Please plan to find your place. Seek out 

opportunities to be formed well. Allow God’s 

grace and Spirit to deepen your formation as a 

trusting, serving disciple of Christ our Lord.          

I look forward to the journey with each of you.  

 Sincerely, 

  

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Session Highlights 
At the August meeting, the Session heard: 

 Alex Fischer has been officially approved by the Presbytery of the James, was ordained at his 

home church in Fayetteville, North Carolina, and is beginning his new role as our Resident 

UKirk Pastor and Director of Urban Engagement. 

 The first chosen and invited guest supported by the August and Virginia Davis enrichment fund 

is the Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler Jr. on Sunday, October 21. 

 Two $20,000 gifts will be sent to Malawi: one supporting the Ministry of Hope, and another that 

will provide funds to increase medical access to pregnant women in the region. 

 A variety of updates related to the many ongoing projects, including the kitchen renovation and 

the resurfacing of our parking deck. All are moving along well, and thanks were expressed for 

the time and efforts so many have given over these recent months. 

Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 

 Second Sunday Lunch !   Rally Day    September 9   

 
Taco Salad ~ Meat or Veggie 

Delicious Corn Muffins 

Homemade N.C. Peach Cobbler 

Sunday, September 9 
9:30 am  Donut holes, juice, and coffee in the Courtyard 

    Church School Classes for all ages begin! 

Come and find the class that helps you grow in faith and knowledge! 

Children’s Choir and Church School 

Laura Carr will be leading our Children’s Choir and will meet each 

Sunday at 9:30 am in the Music Room for practice time and fun! 

Treva Thomas and Nancy Foltz will be teaching the Children’s 

Church School Class from 10:00-10:45 am this fall. 

Godly Play will be held in the Dining Room where we will watch the streaming service together 

while we work on art projects that will enhance our worship experience. 
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Sunday, September 9 Rally Day!  REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Discussion 

Second Sunday Lunch 

Parents’ Meeting—Dining Room 

9:30 am 

 

Sunday, September 16  REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Discussion 

Worship Nite 

 9:30 am 

 5:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, September 21— 

Sunday, September 23 

FALL YOUTH RETREAT at LAKE GASTON!  

Sunday, September 30 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Discussion 

Evening Youth Group 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

         Adult Education in September 

September 9, 16, 23 

Dining Room 

 

 

 

 
 

September 9, 16, 23, 30 

Suite 301 

 

 

Pastor’s Classroom 

God and the Dark Side: Three Takes 

Dr. Hall will explore ideas of the “dark side” in the Book of Job; John Hick’s 

Evil and the God of Love; and Edwin Lewis’ radical dualism in The Creator 

and the Adversary. 

Dr. James H. Hall is a graduate of Johns Hopkins University, Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, and the University of North Carolina. He is an accomplished 

author and Thomas Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, at the University of Richmond  

where he taught for 40 years. 
Dr. James Hall 

Faith and Literature ~ A Celestial Omnibus: Short Fiction on Faith 

A collection by well-known authors of different faiths, grouped in sections 

on Mystery, Doubt, Evil, The Supernatural, and Reconciliation. 

Bible Study with Franklin Reding: Themes in the Gospel of John 

On September 30, October 7, 14, and 28, Mission Council will sponsor a 4-week study series: 

Searching for a Home: Evictions and Affordable Housing in Richmond.   

Plan to join us in the dining room to learn more about these issues in the city of Richmond and 

how our congregation might respond.  
 

On October 21, we look forward to hosting the Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler,  

Associate Professor of Bible, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte. 

Looking Ahead 
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Upcoming Advocacy Priorities for 2018-2019 

On August 1, members of Mission Council and other interested church members gathered to discuss our advo-

cacy priorities for the upcoming year.  Based on conversations and input from church members, we decided to 

put our energies into 1) Refugee/Immigrant issues 2) Reducing Gun Violence and 3) Healthy Climate/Healthy 

Communities (Environmental issues).  Stay tuned for more details on education, prayer and action with these 

priorities.  If you would like to stay informed through the "Advocacy@2ndPres" email list, please contact   

Lucretia McCulley at: lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com 

Bible Study for Women 
Do you have Tuesday mornings free? Would you like to go deeper into the study of scripture? Would 

you like to become better acquainted with other women at Second? Consider joining one of the 

Presbyterian Women’s circles that will be engaged in Bible study using the resource book 

God’s Promise: I Am with You. 

Circle 1 begins Tuesday, September 11, at 10:30 am in the 6th floor Tower Lounge of West-

minster Canterbury (1600 Westbrook Drive). Marian English will facilitate the Bible study—

informal and discussion focused. All women are welcome! Study books ($10) are available if 

desired. For more information contact Marian English (672-2061). 

Getting Acquainted 
Do you remember when you joined our church? Do you remember what it felt like?  

Maybe you already knew someone in our congregation—or maybe you didn’t know a single person.            

Our church has a ministry known as Second Friends, “old” members who want to help “new” members get 

started on their journey at 2nd—to assist new folks to become familiar with our church and all it has to offer, 

by walking alongside them while they're getting acquainted. Sit with them in worship, answer their questions, 

perhaps take them to lunch or invite them to your home, explain all the many ways they can serve at our 

church—just make them feel welcome.  If you are interested in becoming a Second Friend, please contact   

Carol Graham:  carolboyergraham@outlook.com 

Stewardship Engagement Fair—Sunday, September 16 
The Stewardship Committee is hosting an Engagement Fair in the chapel after worship on September 16.    

The idea is to give the congregation an opportunity to learn more about the various groups at Second and a 

chance to inquire about how to get involved. Representatives for many of the groups will be available to chat. 

The Administration Committee is working on a Document Organization, Retention and Destruction Policy 

and we need your help. So many of you have generously donated your time and expertise to help with the 

management of this historic church, and we know some members of the congregation have in their possession 

documents the church should have. If you have a legal or financial document you think the church should 

have, can you please let Anne McDonnell know? She’s trying to figure out who’s got what, what’s missing, 

and how to organize the collection of these documents.  She can be reached at anne@biav.net .  Thank you! 

Have you heard of The Amazing Praise?  It’s an RVA exclusive, praise-focused, 48-hour online giving  

campaign, taking place from 12:00 pm on September 25th through 12:00 pm September 27th, benefitting 

17 area non-profits, including Assisting Families of Inmates and Boaz & Ruth. Please visit https://

www.theamazingpraise.org/  to learn more about how you can participate in their $150K fundraising goal,   

including attending a prayer and worship gathering to kick off the fundraiser!     ~Fran Bolin 

mailto:lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com
mailto:carolboyergraham@outlook.com
mailto:anne@biav.net
https://www.theamazingpraise.org/
https://www.theamazingpraise.org/
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Sunday Nite Worship 
On the third Sunday night of each month we will join together for a relaxed worship experience at 5:00 pm    

in the Chapel. After worship, the Youth will have their youth group activities and pizza night, and the Adults 

will either join together in a Mission project, engage in get-to-know-you activities, or head across the street to  

Penny Lane Pub for time together. (No group dinner will be served.) 

David Wilson will lead us in music with the assistance of Alex Fischer—and maybe others. 

Put these dates on your calendar and plan to be with us for this powerful worship experience! 

September 16  Worship Leaders:  Ben Brannan and Alex Evans 

October 21  Worship Leader:  Rodney Sadler 

November 18  Worship Leader:  Alex Lester-Abdalla 

Fall 2018 Parish Visitor ~ Mary Jane Winter 
In an effort to strengthen Pastoral Care for the congregation during the maternity leave for 

Kathryn Lester-Bacon in the Fall 2018, at the urging of the Personnel Council, the Session 

implemented an arrangement with the Rev. Mary Jane Winter, who has a long connection to 

the life of Second. Mary Jane will be given the title of Parish Visitor—a ministry devoted to 

pastoral care and support for the congregation.  

The duties will include the following: 

 Work closely with Alex Evans, for effective pastoral care for the congregation; 

 Provide pastoral care for the congregation in hospitals, crisis situations that arise with members, regular 

visitation of members, coordinating with the Deacons for devotion and care as needed; 

 Perform other duties in pastoral ministry to benefit the church as arranged with Alex Evans. 

The Session and the congregation are grateful for Mary Jane and her gifts and help in this way. 

A Note from Alex Lester-Abdalla:  I am happy to have the opportunity to be an intern with Second Presbyterian 

Church this upcoming year. Over the past two years I have appreciated having the chance to work with the youth 

of the church, help the local UKirk campus ministry, and worship with you on Sundays. I have appreciated 

watching this congregation’s hard work in seeking to bring forth the Kingdom of God on Earth and in enjoying 

one another in fellowship.  I look forward to expanding my role in the church through worship leadership on  

Sundays, participation in committee meetings, and greater involvement in the life of the church. I am very excited 

to be a deeper part of this community and to grow in my ministry through working with all of you.  

A Note from Ben Brannan:  It is with great excitement that I will move 

into an intern role with Second. Last year was a great opportunity to learn 

and grow alongside not only the staff and volunteers here at Second, but 

with the youth and their families as well. I look forward to continue this 

learning and growing process now in more of an expansive role, focusing 

on worship leadership, young adult programming, committee meetings, 

and youth ministry. I hope that the coming year sees Second Presbyterian 

Church continue in its mission welcoming all in the name of God in    

faithful fellowship and work.   

Our 2018-19 Interns 
 

 L: Ben Brannan R: Alex Lester-Abdalla 
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 UKirk’s Fall 2018 Semester is Starting! 
I’m so excited begin work with our students at VCU! We have a lot of exciting 

things planned for this semester. 

Our Third Thursday worship services will continue to happen once a month, as well 

as our fall retreat to Lake Gaston in mid-September. We also have some fantastic 

guests joining us throughout the semester for discussion and worship, including the 

Rev. Dr. Richard Voelz, Preaching and Worship professor at Union Presbyterian 

Seminary; Colleen Earp, Director of Youth, Environment, and Service ministries at 

Camp Hanover; the Rev. Todd Davidson, Associate Pastor of Three Chopt Presby-

terian Church; and the Rev. Mairi Renwick, Admissions Director of Union Presby-

terian Seminary. 

Of course, we need wonderful volunteers to prepare our home-cooked meals every 

week. If you are willing to cook or bring a meal for our students, please visit 

www.ukirkrva.org/meal-ministry or https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c054babaf29a4fb6-ukirk1  to sign up for a slot. 

Thank you so much for your continued support of this ministry, and the support 

you’ve shown me as I begin this position. Prayers for our students and professors 

are welcomed and appreciated as we begin a new semester and new academic year! 

Blessings, 

Alex Fischer 

A New School Year at 2PCCC 
This month we kick off a new school year at Second Presbyterian Child Care Center. 2PCCC is a vital urban 

ministry to the Richmond community. We have magic happening! The teachers and staff are helping children in 

our city to grow into loving, thoughtful people who are eager learners and who are prepared for kindergarten by 

the time of graduation from our program. At 2PCCC, we value each child as an individual, and understand that 

growth and learning come at different times for different people, which is why our classes are developmental-

based rather than set strictly by age. We allow children to learn through play and exploration. 

The arts are a valuable part of our program, and we take pride in the amazing artists and musicians we have on 

staff. Most importantly, 2PCCC carries out the mission of shining the light of God’s love for each child who 

spends his or her days at the Center, for each parent who leaves a child in our care while serving the Richmond 

community at work; for teachers and staff, supporting them in their talents and helping them to grow; and for 

the many guests from all walks of life who come through our doors to tour the Center and learn more about 

what Second Presbyterian Church has to offer the city of Richmond. 

In the 2017-2018 school year, 2PCCC served 71 children from 56 families, and provided 16 employees with 

full-time jobs, and 9 employees with part-time or temporary work. Our preschool classes are already filled and 

we are working to add another. There is a greater need for infant care in the city than 2PCCC is able to currently 

meet, so we keep a waitlist for spaces as they become available in our infant classroom. 

We are hiring teachers! If you know anyone interested, please ask them to send a resume to Ginger Hudson at 

ghudson@2presrichmond.org . 

Volunteers Wanted!  Please consider volunteering to be put on the call list to watch the children and babies 

during nap time (between 1-3 pm) to allow for staff development meetings. (This is not making a regular com-

mitment, though that would be great. I will contact you with scheduled meeting dates to see if you’re available. 

Dates will be given in advance. For now, this will be about 6 times a year.) Please email me at                     

ghudson@2presrichmond.org or call the office (804-649-0152).Thank you for your support!  ~Ginger Hudson

                

http://www.ukirkrva.org/meal-ministry
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054babaf29a4fb6-ukirk1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054babaf29a4fb6-ukirk1
mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org
mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org
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Literary Circle  
Tuesday, September 11 at 7:00 pm 

The 2018-2019 Literary Circle book group 

will meet on the second Tuesday evening 

of each month at individual members’ 

homes. All women of the church are      

invited to participate. 

The first meeting will be on September 11 at 7:00 pm at 

the home of Elsa Falls, 2180 Cedarfield Lane. The book 

is Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate and the discus-

sion will be led by Carolyn Brandt. Please contact Car-

olyn (288-2511, crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page 

Wagner, 323-7038) for more information. 

Day Book Group   
Wednesday, September 19, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The Day Book Group will meet at 10:00 am on 

Wednesday, September 19, in 

Room 308, Virginia Building. 
 

The book for discussion is A Piece 

of the World by Christina Baker 

Kline.  

 

All are welcome. 

  

Our 2PCCC classes made books and posters for 

the children of Guatemala, so those of us going on 

July’s mission trip could present them and share 

the children’s love. What a wonderful way for   

children from different cultures to connect!  

Guatemala Team Eager to Share Experience 
A group of 14 returned from Guatemala excited about the week they shared with CEDEPCA 

(our Presbyterian mission partner), which is changing lives, bringing hope, and working to 

enlist all of us in God’s mission. Each person taught by CEDEPCA expands the impact of 

the program and reaches many others.  As a result, 800 children are being kept away from 

gangs and drugs through an after school program at this church.  

CEDEPCA’s ministry touches many lives, including ours, as it shines God’s light 

through education, scripture, empowerment, and attention to those who have suffered 

natural disasters (for example, the recent volcanic eruption). We are planning to share 

our trip through a photo display beginning the end of September, minutes for mission 

in worship, and gatherings for dinner together in host homes. 

 

 

The Arts Committee will meet Sunday, September 16th at 12:15 in the library. If you have an interest in joining 

us to plan for 2018-2019, please come! Our fall display will be focused on the Guatemala mission trip. 

The Arts Committee 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Look Who’s Preaching 
September 2   Alex Fischer 

September 9   Alex Evans 

September 16   Alex Evans 

September 23   Alex Evans 

September 20   Alex Evans 

September 9 

Church School 9:30 

Worship    11:00 


