
Dear Church Family,     

  

G.K. Chesterton was a writer, 

poet, philosopher, and lay 

theologian who lived at the turn 

of the 20th century. Chesterton 

once said that if he were a 

landlord, what he would most 

want to know about his tenants 

was not their employment, not 

their income, but their beliefs, if there was any way he 

could truly find out. Chesterton felt that it would be 

their beliefs that would determine their honesty, their 

relationships, and their stewardship of the property. An 

adequate income is no proof against dishonesty. A 

reputable job is no guarantee against recklessness. 

(See E. Peterson, Where Your Treasure Is, p. 118) 

Our beliefs are not off-the-cuff answers we 

give to an opinion survey. Our beliefs intend to form 

us, shape how we live, reveal the deepest things about 

us. Our beliefs should determine our behavior; 

therefore, our beliefs are the most practical thing about 

us. 

Here is one of our beliefs: The earth is the 

Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who 

live in it; for he has founded it on the seas, and 

established it on the rivers. (Psalm 24:1) 

Here is another of our beliefs—words from 

Jesus—For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. (Matthew 6:21) 

In the last few months, we have been talking 

about money and treasure in the context of our Capital 

Campaign—to “Shine the Light of God’s Grace” 

brighter in this city and across the globe. We are 

seeking—and we need—full participation in this 

Capital Campaign to accomplish some important goals 

as we improve our building, deepen our mission 

efforts, and share the love of Christ near and far. So 

far, we have received pledges from about 1/3 of our 

membership, and we have gifts and commitments that 
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produce 2/3 of our goal of $5 million. We continue 

to press on with great hopes of succeeding. This is 

a three-year campaign with several important 

pieces—the sanctuary refreshment (to be done in 

the summer of 2017), the improvements in other 

spaces, and important mission components that 

spread light and hope throughout the world. Our 

goal is to complete all parts of this project by our 

175th anniversary in the year 2020. If you have 

not made your pledge, we would like to hear from 

you. We trust God’s guidance and seek to serve 

God with our lives. 

In the coming weeks, we will also be 

talking about money and treasure as we come into 

our regular STEWARDSHIP season. Everything 

that happens in the life of the wonderful church 

happens because of the generosity and 

commitments from this church family. We will 

each be asked to offer our time, talents, and 

pledges, as we plan for continuing ministry efforts 

into 2017. During the month of October, watch for 

mailings, open your heart, listen to words, read 

and contemplate the depths of your beliefs that 

might shape your life. Even as we continue with 

an important Capital Campaign, we depend fully 

on the regular pledges for all the important 

ministries and missions that take place each day 

and every week through the life of this church. 

God is doing great and important things in 

our midst. We have been so richly blessed. We are 

each called to be a blessing—generous, 

compassionate people serving God. 

Thanks for your deep beliefs that shape 

you, and shape us together, for God’s work 

together. This is a special place where God is alive 

and using all of us for goodness and hope in a 

hurting world. 

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Highlights from the Session Meeting 

At the September meeting, the Session: 
 

 Welcomed Becca Cummings as the Seminary Intern at Second this year; 

 Discussed the significance of the endowment for the ongoing financial health of the church; 

 Heard positive reports of projects from all Councils, including the new Open Table initiative 

from the Mission Council, and progress in repair and maintenance of the Parking Deck from 

that Committee; 

 Encouraged continued faithful stewardship; and 

 Joined in prayer for congregational concerns and individuals. 

Adults and Youth $8; 

Kids (10 and under) $5 

   Church Lunch on the First Sunday!*      October 2   

    
  

Officer Nominations for Class of 2020 
The Nominating Committee, which is made up of representatives for the congregation, is 

charged with putting together a slate of names of officers—elders, deacons, and trustees—

for the Class of 2020. 

Please prayerfully consider people who you feel would best serve Second in one of these 

capacities.  

You may download the Nomination Form for Church Officers from the church’s website 

at www.2presrichmond.org under the Current News and Happenings tab, or pick one up 

from the credenza in the hallway. Completed forms may be given to Sharon Blount or 

Marjorie Clark; placed in the collection plate or in Dorothy DeJong’s mailbox; or mailed 

to the church office. 

*due to the Folk Festival 

being on the Second Sunday 

Menu 

Club Salad (with or without chicken) 

Delicious Cornbread 

Fabulous Fruit Shortcake  

http://www.2presrichmond.org/
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Bible Study for Presbyterian Women      Begins Tuesday, October 4 
Women! Do you have Tuesday mornings free?  

Would you like to go deeper into the study of scripture? Would you like to become 

better acquainted with other women at Second? If so, please consider joining one of 

the two Presbyterian Women’s circles!  We will be engaged in Bible study using the 

resource book Who is Jesus?  Both circles meet on the first Tuesday of the month. 

Circle 1 meets at Westminster Canterbury, 6th floor Tower Lounge, 1600 Westbrook Drive at 

10:30 am, for every meeting. (Dress is informal.) 

Circle 2 meets at 11:00 am, in a different home each month. On October 4, they will meet at the 

home of Sharon Moeser, 1400 Brookland Parkway. October’s lesson will be “Who is Jesus ac-

cording to Mark?” The scripture is Mark 8:27-33. Background scripture is Mark 1-8.  Em Key 

will lead our study. 
 

For more information on Circle 1 please contact Marian English (804-672-2061). 

For more information on Circle 2 please contact Genie Schutt (804-358-7921) or Anne Jefferson 

(804-353-4096). 

Men’s Ministry Meeting— Monday, October 3 
Greetings, men of the church!  

The Men’s Ministry’s mission is to build fellowship and faith while serving our community, 

both inside and outside of the walls at Second. We are planning another exciting and fun year of 

gatherings, service, and activities. We hope you will consider joining us in this journey. 

Each of you is invited to our first meeting of the fall on Monday, October 3, 7:00 pm at the 

home of Alex Evans, 3109 W. Franklin Street. Come meet fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 

those seeking a community of faith.  

We’ll enjoy some refreshments, share some Bible study, and get home before the end of the first 

half of Monday Night Football. For more information and to RSVP, please contact Bryan Carr at 

bryancarr@comcast.net. 

The Deacons Are On the Move 
At their September meeting, the Deacons voted to provide some financial support for the Walk-

In program that makes bag lunches available to the homeless during the week. Recently, with the 

closing of the Salvation Army’s feeding program, the church’s food ministry was expanded to 

include providing snack bags to Monday Walk-In guests so that they would have something to 

eat for dinner. 

But beyond that, experience has shown that there are other homeless in the city who are hungry. 

It is not uncommon for people to come to the church any day of the week, asking for food. In the 

past, the church had nothing to offer. Walk-In again stepped up to provide bag lunches that can 

be stored in the refrigerator/freezer and handed out to anyone who needs food. It’s one more way 

the church is ministering to people in downtown Richmond. 

mailto:bryancarr@comcast.net
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October 2 Church School + Worship + Church Lunch 

City Tour of RACE with Dr. John Moeser  

 9:30 am 

~12:30-2:30 pm 

October 9 Church School + Worship 

Richmond Folk Festival (no  youth group activities) 
 9:30 am 

October 14-16 Retreat at Lake Gaston   

October 23 Church School + Worship 

Youth Meeting with Dinner 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

October 30 Church School + Worship 

Youth Meeting with Dinner 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Every Sunday morning Church School begins at 9:30 am - Come and make 

waffles and enjoy fellowship and good discussions with your friends! 

Adult Education in October 

Forum  

Dining Room 

October 9 

October 16, 23, 30       

  

Bible Study 

Pastor’s Classroom 308 

 

Faith and Literature Class 

Suite 301 

 

Christian Parenting 

Nursery 

The Bible Class is studying Romans 7. 

Led by Franklin Reding 

The Emmaus Readers 

Facilitator: Marjorie Clark  

For families with young children.  

Led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

Faith Movement for RVA Metro Transit 

The Social Justice Advocacy Committee continues to move forward with RVA Metro Transit.  

In recent weeks, Second Presbyterian signed the Civic Statement of Support for Metro Transit, a 

metropolitan-wide call for the kind of transit system that will enhance equality of access, quality 

of life, environmental care, and economic prosperity for all throughout the metro area.  

If you live or work downtown, stop in the UR Downtown Center at Broad and 5th and view the 

exhibit, Transportation Today and Tomorrow: Envisioning a Greater Richmond. 

Faithful Discourse in an Age of Polarization:  

The Bible, Politics, and Rebuilding Community 

Led by Thad Williamson from University of Richmond 

Led by Sam Adams from Union Presbyterian Seminary 
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Join Cindy Corell on October 2 at Union Presbyterian Seminary 

Cindy Corell, our missionary in Haiti, concludes her time in the Presbytery 

of the James on World Communion Sunday with one last engagement on 

October 2 at 3:00 pm. 

She will lead a discussion of the award-winning documentary Poverty, Inc. 

which will be shown at Union Presbyterian Seminary in the Early Center 

(corner of Brook Road and Westwood Avenue). Karla Koll, a Presbyterian 

mission worked supported by Second, also recommends this documentary, which “should prompt anyone 

who is working for a more just world to examine how our efforts, even our mission efforts, might actually 

be contributing to the impoverishment of the communities with whom we are working.” 

If you heard Cindy earlier, this is an excellent follow-up. If you missed her, you have another opportunity!   

 

Meet Our New Members! 

Kathleen Murphy grew up in Richmond, is a graduate 

of James Madison University, and is a Young Adult 

Volunteer through the PC(USA) Alumni.  

In her free time she likes to paint, spend time outdoors, 

and go running. She works in child nutrition and anti-

hunger initiatives at the Virginia Poverty Law Center. 

Bob Murphy is from Arlington, Virginia. He has lived 

in Roanoke, Virginia; Dayton, Ohio; and for the last 20 

years, Richmond has been his home.   

Bob is a widower and most importantly, the proud dad of 

Kathleen. He is a lawyer with experience in financial services 

regulation. His interests include basketball, genealogy, and 

colonial American history. 

Cindy Doran has been a case manager/social worker at Chippenham Hospital for 

over 20 years. She is very musical, having sung with and directed musical groups 

since her teens, including “Up With People” as well as playing the guitar for over 

50 years. She can speak social Spanish and has been to Nicaragua on a mission trip 

with First Presbyterian Church. 

Baby Shower for Kathryn & Michael  ~ Sunday, October 16 ~ 6-8 pm 
 

You are invited to a baby shower for Kathryn and Michael on Sunday evening, 

October 16, from 6:00-8:00 pm. This is a co-ed event and both men and women 

are invited!  If you are interested in attending and/or want to be part of a group 

gift, please RSVP to Allison Mays at apmays@outlook.com.   

 

Hosted by the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 

mailto:apmays@outlook.com
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UKirk Update! 
So far our semester has gotten off to a great start! We have had delicious dinners from volunteers on 

Thursday nights, and we have already had our first Service Saturday at Shalom Farms as well. 

Our students are busy with classwork, but they are also enjoying their fellowship time at our Thurs-

day night programs. UKirk offers a space for students to relax, and get away from jobs and home-

work for a bit to focus on their spiritual lives with God. 

 

Art News 
Attention, photographers and collectors!  The Art Committee wants to display photographs of 

your favorite “Hidden Places in Virginia.”  

We will be creating an exhibition in November featuring images of lesser 

known locales of beauty, inspiration and challenge which will hang in the 

art corridor through the Christmas season. 

Framed photographs for the exhibit will be accepted at the church beginning Sunday, November 6 

and during that week. The Art Committee will be hanging the exhibit November 11.  

Entry forms with complete instructions will be available on the credenza in the foyer in October. 

Join us for an exciting “reveal” of more of Virginia’s hidden beauty. For more information contact 

Anne Jefferson at maryacj@aol.com. 

You’re invited to come prepare a meal for us! We 

still need several meals for the fall so please click on 

this link and see if there is a Thursday that works for 

you. We appreciate the support we have received 

from you all so far, so please keep it up! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-meal 

~Molly Spangler, UKirk Campus Minister 

mailto:maryacj@aol.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-meal
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-meal
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Day Book Group   
Tuesday, October 18, 10:00 am 

Suite 301 Virginia Building 
 

The book for discussion is The Girls of Atomic 

City by Denise Kiernan. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome. 

Literary Circle   
Tuesday, October 11, 7:30 pm 

 

Literary Circle will meet on October 11 at 7:30 pm at the 

home of Mary Lib Randall, 14211 Foliage Court, Midlo-

thian. 

Betsy McCord will lead the discussion of The Storied Life 

of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin. 

Please contact Carolyn Brandt (804-288-

2511, crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page 

Wagner  (804-323-7038) for more infor-

mation. 

 

Sunday, October 23 following Worship ~ 

Lunch and Conversation with our DCM Partners 

 

On Sunday, October 23 following worship, there will be a 

lunch and conversation with our other Downtown Com-

munity Ministry Partner churches about co-sponsoring a 

Syrian refugee family.  

Please RSVP to Ginger Evans if you are able to attend. 

 

Friday Films—October 21—7 pm 
featuring:  Trumbo 
 

Doors are open from 6:45 until 7:00.  On-street parking available. 
 

Bryan Cranston stars as famed 1940’s screenwriter Dalton 

Trumbo, whose refusal to testify before the congressional house 

Un-American Activities Committee resulted in a prison sentence 

and being blacklisted. 

 

Friday Films conclude with a brief, fun discussion of the 

movie. 

Setting the table of peace 
 

 

Every day, we are witnesses to conflict. We read 

news stories of violence and supposedly irreparable 

divides. Angry rhetoric fills our airwaves, inboxes, 

and social media feeds. Surrounded by this strife, 

it’s easy to see the world through a dark lens of dis-

cord. We may even come to share the doubt ex-

pressed in Psalm 78:19: “Can God spread a table in 

the wilderness?” 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering challenges us 

to look at the world not as a place where conflict is 

inevitable, but where Christ’s peace is possible. In 

places of abiding conflict, the Peace & Global Wit-

ness Offering supports the work of Presbyterian 

mission co-workers to bring together former ene-

mies and begin healing the spiritual wounds of war. 

In congregations closer to home, support from the 

Offering enables efforts to turn back the tide of gun 

violence that claims too many American lives. In 

other communities, it’s facilitating a transformative 

dialogue about the difficult subject of race to find 

new common ground.  

Your support of the Peace & Global Witness Offer-

ing acknowledges that a wilderness of conflict may 

surround us, but we are not abandoned there. If we 

open our eyes to the possibilities of peace, we see 

God has set a table for anyone willing to take a seat.  

 

The Offering will be received on World Communion 

Sunday, October 2. 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

Received on October 2 

World Communion  Sunday 


