
Dear Church Family,    

 

There are THREE BIG 

HAPPENINGS in October. 

Please take note: 

First, on October 7 – World 

Communion Sunday (the first 

Sunday each October) – we are 

doing something special. We have an exciting plan 

with our partner churches in the Downtown 

Community Ministry (DCM), with whom we have been 

in partnership for decades serving lunch each weekday 

to the hungry in Richmond, and with whom we 

celebrate Palm Sunday.  

 Each of the DCM congregations will begin worship 

services in their own sanctuaries that day. 

 Then we will each depart our sanctuaries, process 

toward one another, and join our DCM partner 

churches at 11:30 am for the continuation of 

worship together at the corner of Grace and 6th 

Streets. 

 We will sing and gather around the Lord’s table on 

the street, and celebrate World Communion 

together, singing and sharing faith and fellowship. 

 This will give us (weather permitting) another 

festive opportunity to connect, to bear witness, to 

increase our connections, to worship and serve 

together as downtown RVA congregations. 

 Second, on October 21 – Dr. Rodney Sadler will 

be with us as the inaugural preacher and teacher in the 

August and Virginia Davis Enrichment Series at 

Second. In his exemplary generosity toward this 

church, Gus Davis set up this fund to provide speakers 

to enrich and inspire us in downtown RVA. We are 

excited and fortunate to have Dr. Rodney S. Sadler, Jr., 

Associate Professor of Bible at Union Presbyterian 

Seminary Charlotte campus in North Carolina.  His 

writings, teachings, and public witness reflect his 

passion for justice and his commitment to God’s Word 

and God’s plans for society. He will be teaching 
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Church School, preaching during our morning 

worship, and then leading Sunday Nite Worship 

that evening. A big day indeed!  

 Some of his topics for us include, “Race is 

Nothing; Race is Everything,” and “Biblical 

Hospitality and the Contemporary Church.”   

Rodney has been deeply involved in the “Moral 

Mondays” movement in North Carolina, has 

worked nationally on Biblical themes of justice 

and discipleship, and is a favorite teacher and 

speaker. We look forward to his time with us. 

 Third, October always moves us more 

deeply into Stewardship Season – when we are 

asked to reflect on God’s bountiful blessings in 

our lives and our renewed commitments to God’s 

work through our church.  

 The Stewardship Council has already launched 

this season with the wonderful Engagement Fair 

following worship on September 16. Through the 

month of October, and as we move toward 

Dedication Sunday on November 11, we will be 

hearing from various people about why they are 

engaged so deeply with life and ministry at 

Second. Be open to God’s grace and Spirit to the 

myriad ways you can be more deeply engaged in 

God’s work through ministry at Second. 

 Remember the words to that fond hymn: 

 All things bright and beautiful, All creatures 

great and small, 

 All things wise and wonderful: The Lord God 

made them all. 

 May this month – in worship and service, in 

faith and life – with so many good things 

happening, keep shaping us as people who trust 

God and serve God in all things. See you around.  

 Sincerely, 

  

  

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Session Highlights 
At the September meeting, the Session heard: 

 The kitchen renovation is complete and our new space is fully operational; 

 UKirk remains energized under Alex Fischer’s leadership, and new students have shown up for 

each of the Thursday evening dinners hosted thus far; 

 Our Sunday morning live stream worship ministry is growing in viewership, with over 200 views 

last month. The Session thanked the entire technical team for their dedication to making this a 

service available to all; 

 We heard introductions and plans from Alex Lester-Abdalla and Ben Brannan, our two             

Union Presbyterian Seminary interns for this year, whose presence and gifts among us will enrich 

all involved. 

 

On Sunday, October 21, we look forward to hosting the Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler,  

Associate Professor of Bible, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte. 
 

Topics: 
Church School: “Race is nothing; Race is everything.” 
 

Sermon: “Biblical Hospitality and the Contemporary Church”   ~ Genesis 19:1-11 
 

Sunday Nite Worship ~ Conversation: “Tsedek, tirdof; Justice only justice shall you pursue.” 

Monday, October 8—7:00-8:30 pm 
All men of the church are invited to the first meeting date of the Second 

Presbyterian Church Men’s Ministry for the program year.   

We will gather at 7:00 pm on Monday, October 8 at the Evans’ home (3109 W. Franklin) and 

share in an evening of fellowship, food (snacks), and faith. We will begin with a time to socialize, 

followed by a set of quick introductions, and some Bible study linked to our life as men, sons, dads, 

brothers, husbands, and other roles in society. This is a great time to learn more about our fellow 

parishioners, our faith, and ourselves. 

We have about 3-4 meetings a year, sponsor the Ash Wednesday Supper program, and offer a    

winter retreat experience. We also offer other event opportunities (ball games, plays, activities).  

We are open to your ideas. Contact Bryan Carr at bryancarr@comcast.net for more information and 

if you would like to attend. 

October 7 October 12-14 

mailto:bryancarr@comcast.net
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Sunday, October 7 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Discussion 9:30 am 

 

Sunday, October 14  REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Discussion  

Richmond Folk Festival—walk down together— meet Parents 

back at the church at 2:00 pm 

9:30 am 

12:30-1:30 

Sunday, October 21 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Discussion 

Worship Nite, Youth Group, and Dinner 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, October 26— 

Sunday, October 28 

CAMP HANOVER RETREAT 

Friday night to Sunday morning 

 

          Adult Education in October 

September 30 

October 7, 14, 28 

Dining Room 
 

September 30 

 

 

October 7  

 

October 14 

 

October 28  

 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

 

Bible Study 

Pastor’s Classroom 

 

 

October 14 

Nursery 

A Celestial Omnibus: Short Fiction on Faith  “Mystery” and “Doubt” 

~with Marjorie Clark 

Themes in the Gospel of John 

~with Franklin Reding 

Searching for a Home: Evictions and Affordable Housing in Richmond   

Providing Opportunities for those in Housing Transition 
Elaine Summerfield, Executive Director, Richmond Opportunities Inc. 

Promising Approaches to address the Housing Crisis 
Greta Harris, President and CEO, Better Housing Coalition 

Eviction Rates in the Greater Richmond Area 
Christie Marra, Virginia Poverty Law Center & Campaign to Reduce Evictions 

Parents of Young Children 

Introduction to the Affordable Housing Crisis in RVA 
Dr. John Moeser, Retired Senior Fellow, Bonner Center for Civic Engagement, 

University of Richmond; and Laura Lafayette, Chief Executive Officer of the 

Richmond Association of Realtors 
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Tuesday Night Women’s Bible Study 
The women of our congregation are up to something new – a Bible Study just for you.   

Started last year, this is an intergenerational group of women with a heart for learning 

more about how to deepen our faith, increase our Biblical knowledge, and support our 

sisters on our Christian journeys.  

This fall we will be using N.T. Wright’s study of Ephesians, exploring the ways we can 

apply Paul’s message to our lives.  We will be meeting in the church library from 6:00-7:15 pm on the second 

and fourth Tuesdays of the month. Workbooks ($10) are available at the Deacons’ Desk.  

Sign up in advance by emailing Alexi Holder (alexishephard@gmail.com) or Carol Graham 

(carolboyergraham@outlook.com) or just come to the first meeting on October 9th.  Please join us!  

Thank You to the Congregation 
After a long, challenging summer, the kitchen renovation is finally complete.  

Many thanks to Property Council members—particularly project manager, Keith Powers—church staff, and 

so many in the congregation who helped: from getting permits, to making plans, sharing expertise, giving   

ideas, moving things in and/or out, providing refreshments for Coffee Hour while we had no kitchen,          

restocking the pantry, washing dishes to put back in the new kitchen, “laboring” on Labor Day to get the final 

steps completed, and generally making the best of a kitchen-less church for SO long. 

It will be a pleasure to have a wonderful kitchen from which to offer our church members, Walk-In guests, 

Assisting Families of Inmates (AFOI) participants, and many others nourishing meals for many years to come. 

~Ele Bigger 

Note: Due to World Communion Sunday (the first Sunday in October) and the Richmond Folk Festival 

(the second weekend in October), there will be no church luncheon this month.   

Let’s Do Dinner—With Guatemala! 
Come to dinner on Saturday, October 20 for an evening of shared food and 

fellowship as church members offer their homes and hospitality.                   

Representatives from the recent trip will be among the guests to share about 

their experience. Dinner guests will contribute to the meal, either food or     

beverage. To participate in this delightful occasion, please sign up on the sheets 

at the Deacons Desk. If you would like to be a host, indicate that as well.  

Don’t miss a great evening that will be fun for all!  

For more information, contact Emily Powers emilybpowers@gmail.com. 

Fair Trade Guatemala Crafts for Sale 
On Sunday, October 21, a variety of fair trade crafts from Guatemala will 

be for sale, along with fair trade coffee. These beautiful crafts were made by 

indigenous women who are seeking to support their families and preserve 

their native traditions. Sales will support our mission partners in Guatemala 

as they bring hope and transformation, foster dignity, and affirm our mutual 

witness. Payment in cash is appreciated or personal check. For additional  

information contact Mary Jane Winter mjwinter@comcast.net . 

mailto:alexishephard@gmail.com
mailto:carolboyergraham@outlook.com
mailto:emilybpowers@gmail.com
mailto:mjwinter@comcast.net
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Meet Mary Grace  Reynolds  ~ Our  New Youth Intern 
I’m so excited to be serving as a youth minister with Alex Lester-Abdalla and 

Ben Brannan this year. I have enjoyed the warm welcome I’ve received from 

this congregation! 

I am a 2017 graduate of the University of Tennessee. I studied Political Science 

and History.  

Back home in Knoxville, I have a fiancé, Caleb, and two cats: Dolley Madison 

and Thomas Jefferson. I love weird medieval art, Taylor Swift, and  

chimichangas. You can usually find me with a cup of coffee in my hand. 

 I love social media and will be running the Youth Instagram account, so if you 

want to see what the Youth are up to, check us out @2presyouthrva! 

 

Mary Grace Reynolds  

Disaster Response Trips to  New Bern, North Carolina 
A team from the Presbytery of the James is heading to New Bern, North Carolina, to assist with initial work in 

this devastated area, primarily cleaning out homes from storm devastation, and assessing the damage for addi-

tional response. Dates are October 7-14. The team is led by Brown Pearson, an elder at Southminster Presbyter-

ian Church, who brings years of experience in disaster recovery on the Gulf Coast, West Virginia, and Florida. 

A second trip to New Bern is planned for November 11-16. Anyone who can join this effort for either week (or 

part of it), please contact Brown for details. Email cbpearson3@erg-homes.com or call 804-347-8895. 

Peacemaking Offering on World Communion Sunday to Assist Refugees—October 7 
We at Second Presbyterian Church know the critical situation of refugees from having the Rahmaty 

family among us and from reading our newspapers, whether it is about the crisis of refugees in Syria 

or families at our country’s border. 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is responding to this crisis through aid and  advocacy on behalf of refugees, 

asylum seekers and other forced migrants. Your gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering brings hope to a 

broken world that yearns for peace. 

Part of this offering will directly assist refugees and part will be used in efforts of our denomination that further 

peace and global witness around the world. Please give generously to this offering on October 7. 

 

Presbyterian Women Circle 1 
Circle 1 meets Tuesday, October 2 at 10:30 am at Westminster Canterbury, 6th floor lounge. Anne Foard will 

lead the lesson on “God with Us in Our Uncertainty.” Bring a Bible, bring a friend, and join us. 

Presbyterian Women Circle 2 
Circle #2 will meet Tuesday, October 2 at 11:00 am at the home of Genie Schutt, 3320 Loxley Road.                

Em Key will lead our Bible study this year which will be a journey through scripture tracing the repetition of 

God’s most frequent promise, “I am with you.” Join us for good fellowship and interesting discussion. 

mailto:cbpearson3@erg-homes.com
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 Hello, Second Pres! 
 

I want to first thank you all for your kind words and warm support as I began my position 

last month and stepped into the pulpit for the first time. It’s been a great first month at   

Second and we’ve been off to a wonderful start with UKirk! 
 

Our fall calendar continues to be full of exciting things. Coming up in October, we have a 

communion discussion with guest speaker the Rev. Dr. Richard Voelz; a trip out to Camp 

Hanover to hear from Colleen Earp, Director of Youth, Environment, and Service          

ministries; and Third Thursday worship featuring guest preacher, the Rev. Todd Davidson.  

But before we do that, we’ve actually moved our Fall Retreat to October 19-21 due to  Hurricane Florence 

coming in during our originally planned weekend. The students are disappointed we got rained out, but are 

equally excited that we’re still making our retreat happen! 
 

I want to also extend a huge thank you to everyone who’s signed up for a meal for this semester—our entire 

calendar was booked within a matter of days! For those wondering how you might be able to further support 

us, here are two options: 1) We could always use coffee donations for our UPerk Wednesday morning coffee 

hour on campus. Our students LOVE getting free coffee on Wednesdays!  2) Our meal spots are filled up for 

the semester, but you can always support us financially to help us cater in a meal or buy supplies/meals for our 

fall retreat. Until then, keep an eye out for our spring meal sign-up later this winter. 
 

Thank you again for your tremendous support. Second Pres is really a great place to be! 

Blessings ~Alex Fischer 

Syria:  Global Crisis and Persistent Hope 
Plan to hear Dr. Mary Mikhael, a native of Syria with significant experience in the region. 

She will speak several times in the Presbytery of the James, which is sponsoring her visit 

through the Peacemaking Office of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Her presentations offer 

a timely and important voice about the growing refugee crisis and the human suffering of this 

war-torn region that longs for peace.  A graduate of PSCE (now Union Presbyterian         

Seminary) and Columbia University, she is the recent past president of the Near East School 

of Theology in Beirut and an articulate Christian witness.  

You can hear Dr. Mikhael at any of the following events: 
 

Monday, October 1 

 

 

Wednesday, October 3 Union Presbyterian Seminary, 3401 Brook Road, Richmond  

11:45 am-12:45 pm, preaching  

12:30-1:30 pm, community lunch with Middle Eastern theme (open to all, lunch 

buffet is $10) RSVP for lunch to Crystal Sygeel (csygeel@upsem.edu) 

1:30-2:30 pm, open forum  

Presentation – "Refugee and Humanitarian Crisis in Syria" 

Bon Air Presbyterian Church, 9201 W. Huguenot Road, N. Chesterfield  

7:00-8:30 pm;  Co-hosted by the Richmond Peace Education Center;  Refreshments 

Presentation – "Syria: A Light in the Darkness" 

River Road Presbyterian Church, 8960 River Road, Richmond 

7:00-8:00 pm 

Dr. Mary Mikhael 

 

 

https://www.upsem.edu/
mailto:csygeel@upsem.edu
http://bonairpc.org/wp/whats-new/
http://rrpcusa.org/
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Literary Circle  
Tuesday, October 9 at 7:00 pm 

 

Literary Circle will meet on October 9 at 

7:00 pm at the home of Carolyn Brandt, 

1412 Chowan Road.  

Dot Apperson will lead the discussion of 

Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult. Please 

contact Carolyn Brandt (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner, 323-7038) 

for more information. 

Day Book Group   
Wednesday,  October 17, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 17, 

in Room 308, Virginia Building. 

The book for discussion is  The 100-

year Old Man Who Climbed Out the 

Window and Disappeared  by Jonas 

Jonasson.  All are welcome. 

2PCCC News 
What’s so great about 

having an urban early 

childhood education 

center? 

One of the perks of a 

downtown setting, be-

sides the convenience 

factor for many parents 

to be within walking 

distance, is how natural 

it is for the teachers of 

2PCCC to teach about 

the world in action. 

Things we read about in 

books—firefighters, 

mail carriers, police of-

ficers, dump trucks, 

buses—are literally 

right outside our door! 

Another fantastic gift is being able to take walking field trips. The children of 2PCCC go all around the city. 

Every Thursday, our little ones walk to the Richmond Public Main Library for a library lesson from our favorite 

librarian, Beth Morris. Additionally, our staff received 8 hours of free training for professional development 

from Beth during our teacher work week. Some other recent fun field trips included going touring and playing on 

the State Capitol grounds and learning about different departments at City Hall along with viewing Richmond 

from the observation deck. 

The icing on the cake is the way the children brighten the days of the adults that they pass on the way to any of 

our destinations. People in cars wave, people in offices come out to say hello, and even dogs in windows and on 

walks get excited to see the little friends from 2PCCC.  We are spreading the light around the city, as the city 

illuminates the lives of the 2PCCC family.             

Volunteers Wanted! Can you help with lunch and naptime on Friday, October 12, 12:30-3:00 pm, to allow 

some of our teachers to attend a lunch and staff development at St. Christopher’s? Please email Ginger Hudson 

at ghudson@2presrichmond.org or call the office (804) 649-0152. 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com
mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Look Who’s Preaching 
 

October 7   Alex Fischer 

October 14   Alex Evans 

October 21   Rodney Sadler 

October 28   Alex Evans 

 

Received on October 7 

World Communion Sunday 

October 21 

5:00 pm 

w/special guest 

Rodney Sadler 


