
Dear Church Family,   
 

The Dome of the Rock. 

The Temple, where Jesus 

wandered off as a child, turned 

over the tables of the money 

changers, shared God’s love. 

The Temple of Solomon. 

 The Temple Mount.  

 Mount Moriah. 

 These are all the SAME location – a central part of 

the Old City of Jerusalem, on top of each other. 

 The Dome of the Rock, which now dominates the city 

skyline of Jerusalem, is an Islamic shrine, built initially in 

the late 7th century AD and restored in the 11th century.  

 The Temple, called the Second Temple, where Jesus 

wandered off as a child, and where he taught, got angry, 

and walked as an adult, was destroyed by the Romans a 

generation after Jesus’ life and death – in 70 AD.  

 The first Temple, built by Solomon, around 1000BC, 

stood and served the people of God on the same Temple 

Mount, until it was destroyed by the Babylonians in 

587BC. 

 This SAME spot is also considered to be Mount 

Moriah, where Abraham, following God’s plans, brought 

his son, Isaac, ready for sacrifice, only to have God 

intervene and provide a lamb. 

 The SAME spot, according to Jewish lore, is where 

God created the world and created Adam, the first human 

being. Did that take place in a certain place? Who knows? 

 Yet, this SAME place, rich in history and divinity, 

rich with a powerful sense of God’s presence, continues 

to draw faithful people so magnetically for prayer, for a 

sense of proximity to God.  

 The Dome of the Rock, where the Temple stood, and 

the Second Temple, and where Abraham worshipped, and 

where the prophet Muhammad ascended . . .  

 Several of us on the recent trip to Israel peeled away 

from the group and visited this very holy place early one 

Volume 37  Issue 5  May 2019 

morning soon after sunrise. The Israeli army guards 

the few entrances to the Dome of the Rock. Jews 

never want to go there because it is an Islamic 

shrine. But the layers of faith and history, of conflict 

and controversy drew me to that sacred place. 

 Where is God now in a world so layered with 

faith and history, memories and controversies?  

 What is God doing, and what are God’s people to 

do, in a world so layered with faith and history, 

tensions and uncertainties? 

 With the ordination and installation questions for 

church officers still playing in my head from the 

recent service prior to departure for Israel, I keep 

thinking about several phrases that apply to all of us: 

 

 Will you in your own life follow the Lord Jesus 

Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the 

reconciliation of the world? 

 Will you pray for and seek to serve the people 

with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 

 In complicated times, layered with faith and 

history, we each seek to answer those questions and 

honor God with our devotion, our love, our lives.   

 May we keep at it.  

   

 

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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April 2019 Session Meeting Highlights 
At the April meeting the Session: 
 

 Reviewed plans for the atrium, heritage room, and Hawes building renovations and heard an overview of 

expected costs and time commitments. Session approved the plans and the proposed budget, and bids are 

expected to be received in the coming weeks; 

 Endorsed Cherry Peters to be a commissioner of the POJ at the upcoming General Assembly meeting 

(alternate in 2020, official commissioner in 2022); 

 Heard the many exciting events planned for Holy Week, including our 4th annual Maundy Thursday     

service, hosted at Ebenezer Baptist Church; 

 Recognized and celebrated the combined service of over 100 years between Drs. Charley Cooke and   

Karl Corley in our choir. 

The Israel trip group participants at Jaffa Port in Tel Aviv  

Ben Brannan and Alex Lester-Abdalla at the Dome of the Rock. 

Ben and Alex both graduate from Union Presbyterian Seminary 

in May. Ben will be resident pastor at Myers Park Presbyterian 

Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. This 2-year residency will 

allow him to experience the breadth and depth of a large 

church. Alex is in final interviews for two different associate 

pastor positions in the Philadelphia area. We are grateful for 

their gifts and talents and wish them all the best! 

Sunday Lunch        May 5  

     

Menu 
 

Chicken Club or Vegetarian Salad Plate 

Dinner Roll 

Assorted Desserts 
 

Kids 

Hot Dog, Chips, Applesauce 

Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 

Concert:  “Home” —Sunday, May 19 —
4:00 pm in the Chapel at Second Presbyterian 
 

The Richmond Women’s Chorus presents Home with 

director Erin Wind. This one of a kind event features 

both choral music, presentations of art, and live art crea-

tion exploring the concept of home. Members will also 

share stories about what home means to them, and our 

artists will speak about the art they have created. 

Admission to this concert is free and open to the public. 

Home will feature the artwork of Jo Kennedy, Barbara 

Dill, Amy Black, Carren Clarke, and Sharon Sun Eagle.  

For more information, contact                                      

info@monumentcitymusic.org. 

mailto:info@monumentcitymusic.org
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           Adult Education in May 

 

 

Dining Room Class 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

 

Bible Study 

Pastor’s Classroom 

We will be discussing  “Signals” ~ a collection of stories by Tim Gautreaux 

Themes in the Gospel of John   

Faith & Film ~  Kathryn and Alex will be continuing their discussion group with young 

adults in the Heritage Room (note: while we will focus on issues and questions related to 

20/30-somethings and their spiritual formation, any age is welcome. Talk to Kathryn, or    

Alex Fischer, if you are interested in attending). We'll continue looking at films both old and 

new, obscure and popular, to see how they might contain nuggets of wisdom and inform us all 

on our daily journeys of faith. In class, we'll watch clips of the film. If participants would like 

to watch the film ahead of time, we will also share the best way to access the movie. So far the 

class has explored Lady Bird, The Hunt for the Wilderpeople, and Won't You Be My Neighbor? 

We continue to take suggestions about other clips to watch. Let Kathryn or Alex know if you 

have any questions or recommendations. We look forward to the next chapter of this class!  

Outreach to the City: New Mission Partners at Second Presbyterian Church 

Mission Council is pleased to announce some  new mission partners for Second 

Presbyterian in 2019. These organizations focus on services for refugees,           

immigrants and those struggling with substance abuse. Please join us to learn more 

about these partners as we strive to shine God’s light in the city.  

May 5 

May 12 

May 19 

REAL Program (Recovery from Everyday Addictive Lifestyles) ~ 

with Sarah Scarbrough ~ introduced by Alex Fischer 

ReEstablish Richmond ~ with Kate Ayers ~ introduced by        

Mary Sue Donahue 

Sacred Heart Center ~ with Tanya Gonzalez ~ introduced by    

Mary Sue Donahue 

Massanetta Dates: July 11-14 

REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Worship ~ 

Sunday Lunch 

 

End of the Year PARTY at the 

Gilchrists’ Home 

 

 

 

9:30 am 

 

 

5--7 pm 

Sunday, May 5 

The Presbytery of the James is organizing a Disaster 

Response trip to North Carolina June 1-8 to continue 

the recovery work from Hurricane Florence.          

Can you help?     
 

Brown Pearson, an elder at Southminster and the team 

leader writes, “If your heart is like mine, it still weeps for 

the folks in North & South Carolina with the Hurricane 

Florence damage. We need able bodied people who can get 

in there and get to work. Any skill level is helpful at this 

point in time.  These people really want and need to get 

moved back into their homes.”  The team will go to New 

Bern and will be hosted by the Presbyterian Church there.      
 

If you can join this effort, please contact Brown Pearson 

cbpearson3@erg-homes.com or  Mary Jane Winter   

mjwinter@comcast.net . 

mailto:cbpearson3@erg-homes.com
mailto:mjwinter@comcast.net
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Exciting News from the Capital Campaign — “Shining the Light of God’s Grace” 

We are thrilled to report the latest developments of our “Shining the Light of God’s Grace” capital campaign. 

Assured by the fact that we have raised nearly $4.9 million in pledges and gifts from 171 individuals and   

families, the Session on April 16 unanimously approved a motion to move ahead with bidding and              

construction on the remaining physical improvements to our atrium, restrooms, Heritage Room, library, and 

mission-related upgrades in the Hawes Building basement. 

With the combination of current pledges, gifts from individuals and foundations, and historic preservation tax 

credits, we feel confident that we will meet our $5 million campaign goal. Launched in April 2016, the cam-

paign will prepare us for Second Presbyterian Church’s 175th Anniversary in 2020. 

As we approach this historic milestone, we want to invite anyone who hasn’t yet made a gift to the campaign 

to join with others in this important effort. Our heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who has so generously   

contributed to this landmark initiative at Second Church to improve our sanctuary and supporting spaces, 

while spreading God’s love through mission endeavors in our city and throughout the world. 

The contributions raised through your generosity are making these things possible: 

 Investments in Sanctuary refurbishment and upgrades amounting to $1.35 million. 

 Strategic improvements to our kitchen totaling $275,000. 

 Upgrades to our frequently used public spaces (atrium, Heritage Room, library meeting room, restrooms) 

totaling $1.1 million. 

 Improvements to the Hawes Building basement with new bathrooms, showers, laundry facilities, assembly 

space, and storage areas totaling $529,000.  

 Allocations to date of nearly $500,000 toward Mission and Outreach (with $181,000 for Urban Engage-

ment, $100,000 for a transformative gift to Second Pres Child Care Center staff salaries, and five grants of 

$40,000 each to Assisting Families of Inmates, CEDEPCA, Camp Hanover, Union Presbyterian Seminary, 

and our Malawi partners). 

 A gift of $40,000 to CARITAS in support of care for the homeless. 

 A Mission Endowment of $750,000 to provide for future needs. 

 Education Scholarships for church members totaling $200,000. 

 A $150,000 fund for International Mission partnerships.  
 

We are so blessed to have these opportunities. For anyone who wishes to support these initiatives to carry us 

across the goal, your gifts are a blessing. New pledges have been received in recent weeks, and as new details 

about the Campaign have been announced, some members have chosen to make additional gifts above their 

original pledge.  

We have received thanks from two of our partners in Malawi who have received gifts from our Capital Campaign: 
 

"We are celebrating getting some new sterilizing drums for our operating theatre at Daeyang Luke Hospital. 

We clean our surgical instruments and then put them in these drums for sterilization in the autoclave. After 

several thousand uses the drums need to be replaced. We are so grateful and happy for your support in buying 

these drums. On Monday, April 1, 2019, I will celebrate my 70th birthday. I am so grateful that I can still work 

in my profession, and that I am still enjoying the work!  We are with you in spirit.” 
 

Love,  

Sue Makin 
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Ministry of Hope in 

Malawi also sends their thanks:  

 

"We will be resuming our program of providing rural health 

care in central Malawi at four of our community based centers 

beginning in April. Thanks to generous donations from Second 

Presbyterian in Richmond, Virginia, we are purchasing a new 

vehicle to enable us to get to these remote areas." 

The new sterilizing drums (above) and celebrating Sue Makin’s birthday (below) 

A Film—Defiant Requiem—Sunday, May 5 
On Sunday, May 5, shortly after Sunday lunch, there will be a showing of a film called Defiant Requiem.           

I saw this movie recently at the University of Richmond and it made such an impact on me that I wanted every-

one to see it. It is stunning. Defiant Requiem highlights the most dramatic example of intellectual and artistic 

courage in the Terezin Concentration Camp during WWII; the remarkable story of Rafael Schachter, a brilliant, 

young Czech conductor who was arrested along with other Czech Jews and sent to Terezin in 1941. Under the 

most brutal circumstances, Schachter was determined to sustain courage and hope for his fellow prisoners by 

enriching their souls through great music. He formed a choir of some 150 prisoners and taught them Verdi’s 

Requiem by rote in a dank cellar using his one copy of the score and a broken piano. After grueling days of 

forced labor the choir met for multiple rehearsals in the cellar at night. The Requiem was performed 16 times 

for fellow prisoners. But the last, most infamous performance occurred on June 23, 1944 before high ranking 

SS officers from Berlin and representatives from the Red Cross to support the charade that the prisoners were 

treated well and flourishing. In truth, Terezin was no more than a way station prior to being sent on to      

Auschwitz or other death camps. 

Schacter saw the Requiem “as a way they could sing to the Nazis what they could not say to them.” Nowhere 

was the Verdi Requiem better understood by singers. When they sang of the pending “day of wrath, the day of 

judgment,” or sang of how souls, as “promised of old to Abraham and his seed would be delivered from the 

pains of hell,” the double meaning was unbearably poignant. The movie, made just a few years ago, includes 

some incredible comments from actual survivors of Terezin who remember that concert. The movie also covers 

the formation of a new choir, in the early 2000s, which even included some descendants of members of the 

original choir, rehearsing the Requiem in that same dank cellar in Terezin (now a museum) and finally          

performing it one last time with a full orchestra.  The movie is 86 minutes long, and one that I promise           

you will never forget. 

A note from Terry Sheets 
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2PCCC  Baby Love   
Anita Diamant, author of The Red Tent, wrote, “It’s a good thing babies don’t give you a 

lot of time to think. You fall in love with them and when you realize how much they love 

you back, life is very simple.” As adults, we are quite good at making life seem anything 

but simple; put yourself in the presence of infants and you’ll have a good reminder of  

what is important.     

For the many of you who aren’t in the position of looking for infant care, you may not 

realize that it is a much-needed ministry that Second Presbyterian Church provides the 

city of Richmond. Until coming to this job, I had no idea that there are very few child 

care centers that offer infant care in the city. Infants require more care, which means 

more staff.  Regulations and requirements are more demanding for centers that serve  

infants. New parents turn over the most prized piece of their lives and entrust strangers to 

love and care for their babies in their absence. There are many reasons that child care 

centers do not want to extend their services to include infant care.   

Thanks to Sue Munro, Carolyn Brandt and a number of other dedicated members from 

our church who have made up the 2PCCC community and Board that saw this need and 

made the decision to grow the Center by opening our doors to the youngest residents of 

Richmond. These 2PCCC champions made a bold step choosing not to shy away from the 

challenges that come with the wonderful gift of serving new parents and the newest tiny 

people in our community. In June of 2013, 2PCCC took a giant leap of faith and began to 

accept infants aged six months and older.    

I can imagine how scary this decision was at the time, and can only thank everyone     

involved for letting their faith be bigger than their fears. The need for quality infant care 

remains in high demand and 2PCCC is doing all we can to address this need. We have 

expanded the infant classroom space and bought new infant equipment (stroller, crib and 

bedding) so that we now serve 12 babies, starting as young as two months and going 

through 12-16 months of age.  Babies graduate from the Seedlings (infant) class once 

they have met developmental milestones, such as walking stably and eating                 

independently, before moving up to the Sprouts (young toddler) class.  

Infants are the greatest draw to bring people into our program. Our wait list is    

continually growing for a coveted spot in the Seedlings class and our list of        

interested parent calls is even longer. More and more expectant parents are         

expressing interest in learning more not only about the Center, but also about our 

church and what it may offer them as a new young family when they come through 

our doors and see the loving environment that Second Presbyterian offers. It is a 

very exciting time for the church and child care center as we grow together. 

At 2PCCC we provide assurance to the reluctant parent that his/her child is going to 

be well-loved and cared for in their absence by providing pictures, videos, and daily 

updates through our communication app. I have hugged many parents with tear-

filled eyes as they leave their babies for the first time, and delight when I see them 

being reassured by other parents and see how quickly they feel comforted by the 

loving staff.   

We work hard to meet individual needs, whether it’s with feedings or nap schedules. We strive to make Second truly 

feel like a second home. One tiny newborn came to us seven weeks premature (just one-week-old adjusted age). The 

teachers and I met with an early intervention team and have been meeting with his parents and physical therapist once a 

month to assess his development and plan goals, to ensure that we are working together to help him meet his              

developmental milestones. (He’s doing great!) 

~Ginger Hudson 

 

Our sweet preemie in a physical therapy 
session with his physical therapist, father, 
and one of his teachers.  

Thanks to Franklin and Carol    
Graham's donation of the Pack n' 
Play, our babies are getting to enjoy 
the playground with their older 
friends.  

Two of our infant teachers, Casha 

Stempniewicz and Shazia Rahmaty, 

practice infant CPR on a dummy 

during our fall First Aid training.  
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Literary Circle  
Tuesday, May 14 at 7:00 pm 
 

Literary Circle will meet on May 14 at 

7:00 pm at the home of Page Wagner, 

8449 Rubimont Road.  

Mary Jane Winter will lead the       

discussion of Reyna Grande’s The Distance Between Us. 

Contact Carolyn Brandt (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner, 323-7038) for 

more information. 

Day Book Group   
Wednesday, May 15 at 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 10:00 am    

on Wednesday, May 15, in Room 308           

The Virginia Building. 

 

The group will select reading/discussion choices 

for the coming season.  Lists of also-reads are 

appreciated. 

Do you know someone who would be a great addition to the 2PCCC staff? We are hiring! We are adding new positions to 

our staff: an assistant director, an infant teacher, and a preschool teacher.  Please have interested applicants send an email 

to ghudson@2presrichmond.org   We are also always open to having volunteers or new substitute teachers.  Please reach 

out to Ginger Hudson if you or anyone you know is interested. 

Brenda and Howard Long moved to the 

Richmond area in June 2018 after having 

lived in Blacksburg, Virginia for 15 years. 

They are former members of Blacksburg 

Presbyterian Church. Their move to this 

area was initiated by a desire to be closer 

to family and especially two grandchildren!  

Our New Members A lifelong Presbyterian, Sarah Allison-Kern grew up in 

Houston with her parents, sister, and many cats. 

After attending college in New Jersey and grad school 

in D.C., she settled in Philadelphia with husband 

Brad. Sarah moved to Richmond with Brad in 2018 

for a position with a cultural resources management 

company. In her free time she enjoys reading,      

running, and trying new recipes. 

Marvin Daniel is married to his 

high school sweetheart, Cathy, 

and they will be celebrating 

their 45th wedding anniversary 

this summer. He served as an 

elder at First Presbyterian 

Church in Virginia Beach and   

is currently on the board of 

trustees at UPSem.                 

He co-coordinated the recent 

interfaith trip to Israel. 

Hannah and Brandon Setzer 

have been married for a year 

and a half.  Hannah is a     

Disability Rights Advocate  

and Brandon is in school for 

mechanical engineering. They 

have what they say feels like a  

zoo: two dogs, one cat, and 

one hedgehog!                          

They enjoy gardening, being 

outdoors, and going for walks 

with the dogs. They recently 

became foster parents to a 

teenage girl. They love being 

at Second and are so happy to  

officially be members. 

Michael and Collyn Hawn 

Collyn is a proud mother of two 

and grandmother of five, and 

had a long career as a school 

psychologist. Her church work 

has been focused on education 

and choir. Michael served as a 

church music professor in three 

seminaries for forty-plus years. 

He has served as minister of 

music in Baptist, Methodist, and 

Presbyterian Churches. His re-

search has been in hymnology. 

They have traveled widely and 

have supported many interna-

tional students. 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com
mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 


