
Dear Church Family,   
 

“In the beginning when God 

created the heavens and the 

earth . . .” 

Those are the opening words to 

the Bible in Genesis 1. Out of 

original chaos, God created an 

orderly and beautiful world.  Light.  Sky, Earth. 

Living Creatures.  Humankind. 

 Scientists, fundamentalists, and others often want 

to debate the WHAT, WHEN, and HOW of creation. 

The story of the Bible is about the WHO of creation 

– everything comes from God. Everything is ordered 

and sustained by God. All creation and creatures are 

related to God.  

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

the world and those who live in it; 

for God has founded it on the seas  

and established it on the rivers. (Psalm 24) 

 When we affirm that God creates and God gives 

life, and “the earth is the Lord’s,”  Christian 

faithfulness also demands that we take care of God’s 

good creation.  

 EARTHKEEPING has become a helpful term.  

As God’s people, we are called to be good stewards, 

to care for God’s creation.  

 EARTHKEEPING is an increasingly critical and 

urgent calling in these days when the earth continues 

to groan for help and healing under the strains of 

climate change, water crises, air pollution, and 

diminishing resources. 

 Across the recent weeks, Sally Johnston has been 

leading a dynamic discussion in Church School about 

this topic and caring for God’s good creation.  

 Sally comments: 
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 “Earthkeeping is more than one of 

many causes that the church endorses. 

Earthkeeping is at the heart of our God-given 

human vocation. We are called to join God in 

working for the flourishing of all creation – 

human and non-human, living and non-living.  

  Today’s ecological crisis contributes to so 

many social ills: poverty, hunger, racism, 

violence, and war. Social justice and 

environmental justice are integrally related. 

Working for a healthy climate, for example, 

requires working for healthy, just, and 

sustainable communities right here in RVA. 

  Having a healthy, loving, and just 

relationship with the earth is not easy in our 

Western, post-industrial and consumer 

culture.  While our culture has produced many 

gifts for humanity, it also continues to inflict 

much abuse on the earth. It is very difficult to 

live in our society and not participate in this 

continued abuse. 

 And so, as we face the harm we are causing, 

we have to help each other move toward new 

ecologically sensitive ways of seeing and new 

ways of being… new ways of thinking and 

acting…. ways that lean on the ancient wisdom 

of our Judeo-Christian Tradition, ways that are 

in keeping with the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Our challenge is to overcome the deep 

estrangement our modern culture places 

between us and the Earth.  The journey to 

reconnect with the earth is a healing and 

reconciling one.” 

 As we move into March and April, we will 

give continuing attention to the calling to be 

EARTHKEEPERS. Stay tuned. Read more in 

this newsletter. May God bless us with life and 

faithfulness.  

  

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Sunday, March 3 REFRESH ~ Waffles  

 

9:30-10:45 am 

 

Sunday, March 10  REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Second Sunday Lunch 

 

9:30 am 

 

Sunday, March 17 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  

WORSHIP NITE ~ Youth Group 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, March 24 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  

YOUTH GROUP  

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, March 31 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  

YOUTH GROUP  

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

February 2019 Session Meeting Highlights 
At the February meeting, the Session: 
 

 Heard updates on the Atrium, Heritage Room, and Hawes Building renovation plans, which ultimately 

will be rolled into one large project operating on one schedule; 

 Heard that an exciting Sunday School program is coming this spring, focused on introducing our new 

mission partners and sponsored by Mission Council; 

 Accepted Ebenezer Baptist Church’s offer to host Maundy Thursday this year; 

 Heard the many pastoral concerns and joys that have affected our congregation lately — especially the 

moving testament to Nancy Updegrave’s legacy, showcased by the presence of each of her three children 

(and grandchildren) who came to serve at Walk-in on the Monday following her memorial service in  

honor of her, and her dedication to caring for others. 

This Lent, we are exploring what must be cultivated within ourselves to further 

God’s work through us. We are also contemplating letting go of things that 

may be hindering our positive influence in the world. At Second Presbyterian, 

we will be thinking about cultivating and letting go through the lens of Earth care. In this project, we use an 

ancient Japanese art form called origami. Origami is the art of folding paper into delicate sculptures. Like 

many ancient Eastern art forms, the beauty of the final piece is in its interaction with the ma, or negative 

space, around it. The compositional balance between positive and negative space speaks beautifully to our 

theme for this season—Cultivating and Letting Go. Visually and symbolically, this intergenerational art    

project will take the congregation through the seasons, beginning with autumnal colors for Letting Go, and    

ending with new growth for Cultivating. 

Supper at  6:00 pm    ~    provided by Men of the Church 

Worship at 7:00 pm 

March 6 

An Intergenerational Art Project in Lent:  “Cultivating & Letting Go” 
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          Adult Education in March 

 

 

Dining Room Class 

 

 
 

 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 
 

 

Bible Study 

Pastor’s Classroom 

 

Heritage Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading the Psalms during Lent ~ Led by Dr. Sam Adams 

Conversations on why we associate certain psalms with Jesus’s journey to the 

cross, why the New Testament writers did the same, and how the Psalter speaks 

to timeless human experiences and emotions, including despondency,            

depression, joy, praise, and existential questions about why we are even here.  

We continue discussion of selections about “Reconciliation”  from 

our book,  Short Fiction on Faith 

During Lent, we will study the passion narrative of the Gospel of John   

Presbyterian Women Circle 1 
Circle 1 meets Tuesday, March 12 at 10:30 am at West-

minster Canterbury, 6th floor lounge by the elevator.    

Dot Apperson will lead the Bible study of “God with Us 

as Emmanuel.” The scripture is Isaiah 7:10-16 and      

Matthew 1:18-25.  

Come and enjoy Bible study and friendship with women 

from Second and Ginter Park Presbyterian Churches. 

Presbyterian Women Circle 2 
Circle #2 will meet on Tuesday, March 5th at 

11:00 am at the home of Eliza Askin, 1519 

Westwood Avenue.                                    

Chris Rimbault will co-host.  

Em Key will conclude our year’s study with 

the topic “God With Us.” The scripture comes 

from selected verses in Matthew 18. 

Faith and Film ~  for Young Adults 

with Kathryn Lester-Bacon and Alex Fischer 
 

Kathryn and Alex will be leading a young-adult oriented discussion group 

throughout the month of March in the Heritage Room. We'll be looking at films 

both old and new, obscure and popular, to see how they might contain nuggets 

of wisdom and inform us all on our daily journeys of faith. We'll watch clips 

from the film in class, but you can also watch the movie ahead of time to better 

inform our discussion.  Week 1 will begin with a look at "Won't You Be My 

Neighbor?" the recently released documentary on the life and work of           

Presbyterian pastor/TV personality Fred Rogers.  

Feel free to email Kathryn klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org or Alex F    

afischer@2presrichmond.org with any questions.  

Women’s Bible Study 
The Women’s Bible Study continues in March. On the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month, we  

gather at someone’s home from 6:00-7:30 pm. This winter and spring we are focusing on Paul’s Letter to the 

Ephesians. There are study guides available at the church. Our meeting dates in March will be on the 12th 

and 26th.  Please join us as often as you can.   For more information please contact Julia Allred at 

julia.allred@gmail.com . 

mailto:klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org
mailto:afischer@2presrichmond.org
mailto:julia.allred@gmail.com
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Second Sunday Lunch       March 10  

     

Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 

Baked Spiral Ham 

Fabulous Homemade Mac and Cheese 

Green Beans & Tomatoes 

Dinner Roll 

Assorted Desserts 

Sunday Nite Worship 

March 17 ~ 5:00 pm 

Alex Fischer will 

preach. Music led 

by David Wilson.  

We will celebrate 

Communion.   

Youth Group meets 

after worship and 

Adults enjoy         

fellowship. 

Deacons’ Docket 
In February and March of each year we elect, ordain, and install new deacons and elders. This year, most of 

our deacons have volunteered to serve a second term, so we have only four new deacons to welcome:          

Lori Lape, Ann Looney, Allison Vogler, and Jarl Jackson. We are thrilled to have new officers and we look 

forward to joining our call to service with theirs.  

Many folks do not know what a deacon is. After all, other Christian denominations define deacon quite       

differently than we do. The constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) establishes that “the ministry to 

deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service.” During ordination and installation, 

a unique question is presented to deacons. “Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, 

and directing the people’s help to the friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to show 

the love and justice of Jesus Christ?”  

The duty most commonly associated with deacons is visiting and caring for ill and infirm congregants:       

such ministry exemplifies the compassion, concern, and charity underscored in our official definition.          

But scores of others in our congregation who aren’t deacons also serve food to Walk-in guests, knit prayer 

shawls, take flowers to those in the hospital, cook and clean for funerals and other events, offer transportation 

to those in need, and undertake other compassionate responsibilities that few of us even know about. All    

deacons regard compassion and care as central to our service. However, some of us serving now as deacons 

feel a bit nervous making hospital visits and, frankly, we hesitated at first to accept nomination for that reason.  

We learned during our training, however, that deacons are blessed with a whole spectrum of ways to serve our 

congregation and community. Our many strengths as individuals complement one another. A large number of 

our deacons devote themselves to Deacons’ Loving Care outreach. But deacons also show the love and justice 

of Jesus Christ through writing notecards, coordinating potlucks, organizing meal trains, participating in     

political activism, hosting holiday festivities, communicating with the congregation, engaging new members, 

and contributing to other established forms of service such as ushering, liturgical reading, UKirk, and Walk-In 

Ministry, to name a few. The next time you see someone at church wearing a purple nametag, please feel 

warmly invited to ask how you might learn more or get involved. Working with my fellow deacons at Second 

Presbyterian Church is one of the most fulfilling and sacred callings of my life.   

 ~Kate Nash 
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Hospitality at Second 
While the Deacons offer a number of social events at and away from church, there are others in the congregation 

who occasionally provide hospitality for our congregation as they participate in our Fellowship Ministry.  

They are:   
 

1. Our famous “foodies,” who regularly volunteer to provide wonderful homemade food for our “deviled egg” 

receptions after worship.  These are celebratory receptions in the life of our congregation, like the recent one 

that was held in honor of our church’s artists.  When you see the array of 12 dozen deviled eggs, you will 

know that the reception is provided by our fabulous “foodies.”  Dick Gibbons has consistently provided   

beautiful floral display/centerpieces for these events. There are usually two or three of these receptions in a 

program year, and participants sign up for as many or few of these receptions as they like. 

2. Memorial reception teams serve for a two-year term and provide receptions following memorial services for 

our members.  We have three teams of approximately 6 members each who rotate responsibility throughout 

their term.  Each member provides homemade food each time the team is called, and the members take turns 

to help with plating, serving, and clean-up.  It is such an honor and privilege to provide loving care to the  

families of deceased members and to the entire congregation in times of grief.  We feel such a calling to this   

ministry.  The current teams are as follows: 

 

 

 

   

 

 

If you would like to become a reception “foodie” or possibly a sub or regular for a reception team when the     

current term expires, please contact me at embigger@gmail.com .  ~Ele Bigger for the Fellowship Ministry 

Genie Schutt, captain   

Lorraine Abernathy  

Barbara Alexander      

Eliza Askin 

Anne Jefferson 

Sharon Moeser 

Debbie Powers, captain 

Marjorie Clark 

Mary Flinn 

Becky Hudson 

Kay Schulz 

Beth Stewart 

Marty Berry, asst. captain 

Chris Blanton 

Judy Cutting 

Kathy McDaniel 

Emma Price 

Candy Young 

Second Seniors 
Second Seniors continues to host breakfast on the second Friday of every month at 9:00 am at McLean’s.          

No sign-up required. 

On Sunday, March 24, Second Seniors will sponsor a potluck luncheon in the Dining Room immediately after 

church. Sign-up will be available at the Deacon’s Desk. Guest speaker David Fuller will discuss the Polegreen 

story, covering two hundred years of history focusing on the people of the times, the origins and growth of       

religious freedom in the Virginia colony, and the impact for today. 

Looking ahead: 

Later in the spring Second Seniors will sponsor a lecture on the development of the Polegreen site, which will  

include a box lunch and a guest speaker, Carlton Abbott, noted architect. He will speak at church on the               

development of the site. After the talk, the group will go to Polegreen to view the site. The exact date will be    

announced later in the spring. 

If you wish to be on the Second Seniors email list, please send your email address to co-chair Mary Spain at 

mspain230@gmail.com . 

 

mailto:embigger@gmail.com
mailto:mspain230@gmail.com
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2PCCC News:  Making Music from the Heart 
Second Presbyterian’s love for music is clear on any Sunday by 

the beautiful music heard in our morning or evening services. On 

Mondays, you may be lucky enough to hear the collaboration with 

VCU and the Walk-In Ministry with the Street Choir. The joy of 

music echoes through 2PCCC’s Early Childhood Learning Center 

as well. 

You may already know Laura Carr as an alto section leader in our 

adult choir, and as the director of the Children's Choir, but now, 

she has joined the Child Care Center family as well!  Laura has    

generously volunteered her time and musical talents to bring a 

new music and movement class called Children of God Music to 

our pre-kindergarten class (the Blossoms) on the first and third 

Mondays of the month. Laura is a trained and certified Musikgarten teacher, and has a wealth of experience 

teaching piano lessons to children and adults, preschool music and choir, as well as music for homeschool 

programs. She is a member of the Early Childhood Music and Movement Association.  Some of the things 

the Blossoms are learning are listening skills, rhythm, stories from the Bible and new songs.   

In addition to Laura’s music        

lessons, we have weekly concerts.  

Two of our young men on staff, Eric 

Harvey and Martin Lederle-Ensign 

(both came to us through UKirk, our 

VCU Campus Ministry), use their 

musical talents and entertain the 

children and staff with their 

Wednesday morning concerts.   

Of course, one can also hear music 

playing and songs being sung 

throughout the week in all of our 

classrooms.  The children—even the 

babies—also love to make music 

with the instruments we have at the Center.  Our 2PCCC band has definitely piqued the children’s interest in 

music, as one of the most popular “Show and Tell” items is a toy guitar from home, often demonstrated by a 

mini show for classmates.  We give thanks for Laura, Eric, Martin and the many joyful sounds being made at 

2PCCC!  ~Ginger Hudson 

Our program is growing. Do you know someone interested in teaching preschool as a lead or assistant 

teacher?  Please send resumes to ghudson@2presrichmond.org . 

Eric Harvey and Martin Lederle-Ensign 

entertain the children every Wednesday  

morning at 10:30. You are invited to 

come down to join the musical fun! 

Even our youngest babies love music! 

Here, they explore new instruments—

Christmas gifts from generous church 

members—with the help of 2PCCC 

teacher Dakota Crouché. 

Second Pres Name Tags 
Membership Council has made and distributed more than 250 new magnetic name tags! No more clips, pins 

or lanyards. If you requested a new name tag, but haven’t received it, check the name tag stands in the hall-

way behind the sanctuary. If you’d like a new name tag, there’s a sign-up sheet on the small table in the    

Atrium.  Please help everyone put names to faces by wearing your name tag on Sundays! 

Laura Carr teaches the Children of God Music   

program to the Blossoms class.   

mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org
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Literary Circle  
Tuesday, March 12 at 7:00 pm 
 

Literary Circle will meet on March 12 at 

7:00 pm at the home of Verna Gessaman, 

1100 Waterford Rhye Drive.  

Linda Merrick will lead the discussion of 

The Last Ballad by Wiley Cash.       

Please contact Carolyn Brandt (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner, 323-7038) 

for more information. 

Day Book Group   
Wednesday, March 20 at 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 20, 

in Room 308 Virginia Building. 

The book for discussion 

is Democracy in Chains by Nancy 

MacLean.   All are welcome. 
 

“Greetings from Malawi !” 

 

April newsletter deadline ~  

Monday, March 18 

A Note from Dr. Sue Makin 

Old  

beds. 

Faculty members of the Daeyang College of Nursing at 

Daeyang University are thrilled with the new delivery bed 

which has been donated to the Midwifery Skills Lab.   

Dr. Sue Makin, obstetrician/gynecologist at Daeyang Luke 

Hospital, and nurse/midwives are rejoicing at the new      

delivery beds which have been donated to the hospital. 

Dear Friends at Second Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia, 

Greetings from Malawi and the Daeyang University and Hospital.   

We are so delighted to inform you that five new delivery beds were 

recently purchased with donations from your church. Four of the beds 

will be used in the two delivery rooms at the hospital, and one will be 

used in the midwifery skills lab at the Nursing College. These beds are 

going to make life a lot easier for laboring mothers and for the      

midwives that care for them.  

For years we have struggled with the old beds which you can see in 

the photos. Now, we are so happy and grateful for these new beds. 

Thank you so much for this generous support, and may God bless you! 







Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Look Who’s Preaching 

March 3  Sam Adams 

March 10  Alex Evans 

March 17  Alex Lester-Abdalla 

March 24  Alex Fischer 

March 31  Alex Evans 

March 6 

Dinner at 6 pm 

Worship at 7 pm 
Sunday, 

March 10 


