
Dear Church Family,   
 

Every Sunday, as part of our 

worship, we have the “Offering 

of Our Lives.”  

This part of worship includes     

a) the receiving of the offering, 

b) the Offertory usually sung by 

the choir, c) the singing of glory 

to God (Doxology), and d) a prayer of dedication for 

our lives and our gifts in service to God. 

What is happening in this section of the liturgy 

each week? 

Imagine yourself in ancient Israel, in the early 

years before there was a temple. The community 

gathers around a rudimentary altar and each person 

brings an offering to God. Some have “drink offerings” 

that are poured out until the liquid is gone. Others have 

grain offerings, sheaves of wheat that they place on the 

altar and light on fire. A few may even bring birds, or 

small animals, which are killed, or like the wheat, 

consumed in the flames. 

What is the point? 

The thinking that justified or explains such 

sacrificial rites can be varied and complex. But the 

basic point is this: Worshippers brought things that they 

valued to the altar and left them there. They gave them 

up. They gave them away. They gave them as  

expressions of devotion to God, as an act of worship. 

The Offering has been a part of the life of faith 

as long as anyone can remember.  

Jesus says, “where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  

We are invited to put our money in the offering 

plate NOT primarily because the church needs our 

money, but fundamentally because we want and need 

to give it, as an act of worship. 

 We have an inherent longing to worship God, and 

through our offerings – of both tangible gifts and our 
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lives – we strive to express our love and devotion 

for God in a way that is simple and sincere. “The 

Offering of Our Lives” is not fundraising, but an 

act of worship when we enact our devotion to God 

who is so devoted to us. 

 And this is why we always strive to have those 

“I GIVE” cards in the pew. Many of us give our 

offering – a symbol of our devotion to God – on a 

monthly or semi-annual basis, or even annually. 

We might also give online, or via electronic 

transfer, or through the church’s app. All of that is 

fine and wonderful. The “I GIVE” cards allow us 

to participate in this act of worship. The “Offering 

of Our Lives” is always an important opportunity 

for expressing our devotion to God who remains 

so devoted to us. 

 As Mark Powell says, in his good book Giving 

to God, “the essence of faith is worship and the 

essence of worship is sacrifice – giving of 

ourselves in devotion to God. In that regard, 

ancient Israelites and modern Christians are the 

same – we give to God as an act of worship.” 

 If you have read this far, here is something 

else, from John Westerhoff’s Grateful and 

Generous Hearts, to think about:  

 “Stewardship is about giving up the love of 

possessing and practicing a life of simplicity; of 

developing the habit of giving things away; of 

buying only what is absolutely necessary… of 

learning to enjoy things without owning them;     

of developing a greater appreciation of and respect 

for the natural world; of rejecting anything that 

will result in an injustice for others.” (p. 33-34) 

  May we seek to grow in our stewardship in 

these summer days.  

 

 

 

  

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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June 2019 Session Meeting Highlights 
At the June meeting the Session: 
 

 Heard an exciting presentation from Bo Jacob who oversees all audio and video production at Second, 

complete with updates on features available and past-year progress made in our live-streaming ministry 

since partnering with BoxCast.  We celebrate these new ways members and visitors can engage with    

Second, beyond its physical walls.  

 Approved the total construction budget for our latest renovation project to improve the atrium,              

Heritage Room, and Hawes basement. The winning bid went to Century, a company we have successfully 

worked with previously.  

 Heard a positive and uplifting report from the most recent Presbytery of the James meeting. 

 Revisited the important points taken from the recent safety meeting. Plans are actively developing,        

including forming a safety team, as well as training members how to use newly-purchased                    

AED equipment.  

“How Can I Engage?” 

Friends of Second Presbyterian, 
 

This month, I’m starting a new column for our monthly newsletter:                         

How Can I Engage? You may have seen this written on a poster board in the chapel 

during fellowship hour a few Sundays ago. Using this column and that time during  

fellowship hour, I hope to highlight different volunteer opportunities with some of our 

various mission partners that we support with our mission funding.  
 

As Director of Urban Engagement, I consider it my job to encourage you, the congregation, to not just be    

fiscally supportive of our mission partners, but to be physically, emotionally, and spiritually supportive of our 

partners. This happens by building relationships through service and spending time with our partners and those 

they serve. It’s appropriate that I start this column soon after we celebrated the liturgical day of Pentecost—the 

day when the Holy Spirit filled the disciples, empowering them to keep carrying out the mission they began by 

following Jesus. My question to you all is: where is the Spirit leading you? How is God calling you to serve 

God’s people in downtown Richmond and beyond? Let’s talk about it sometime.  

Feel free to stop by the church, email me, call me, or catch me once a month when I have our “Engagement” 

table set up in the chapel after worship.  
 

“They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone”-Acts 2:47 (CEB) 

Blessings, 

(The Rev.) Alex Fischer 

910-964-8021 

afischer@2presrichmond.org 

mailto:afischer@2presrichmond.org
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Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference 
 

Alex and Lisa Fischer are chaperoning our trip this year,      

July 11-14 with students Nyterria Sherrod, Ayanna Cooke,  

and Catherine Sprenkle.   

 

The theme is At the Door (Matthew 7:7-12).   

 

Please keep them all in your prayers. 

Confirmations 
 

On Sunday, July 7, Aniyah Cooke and Lucy Lomeling          

will meet with the Session to be received into membership.     

These two have been involved in our confirmation process 

this spring.  

Aniyah will be a freshman at Virginia Tech this fall and 

Lucy will be in the tenth grade at Hermitage High School. 

Lucy Lomeling Aniyah Cooke 

Women's Connection Conference in Montreat   
 

August 9-11, women attending will be: Lucretia McCulley, Allison Mays,               

Cathy Howard, Nan Boyd, Kate Nash, Sharon Blount, Anne Looney,             

June Henderson, Christina Boutin, and Ginger Evans.    
 

Please keep them in your prayers. 

Children’s Church School Program 

We are planning ahead for our Children's Church School 

Program. We will have a younger class for K—3rd Grade, 

and an older class for  4th—5th Graders. Our year is     

divided into three parts: Fall, Winter, and Spring.  

We are starting to put together teams of teachers. Please 

contact Ginger Evans if you feel called to teach our    

wonderful children!  gevans@2presrichmond.org  

Looking ahead... 

mailto:gevans@2presrichmond.org
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Migration and Ministry Trip to Guatemala 

Presbytery Trip to Guatemala ~ October 28—November 4                                                    

This trip is offered by the Presbyteries of James and Peaks and 

sponsored by CEDEPCA (Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies),   

a mission partner of the Presbyterian Church and Second.        

Learn about the root causes of migration, who is leaving, and why. 

Engage with people at the margins. Be a witness to Christ’s       

presence, and experience how the church is seeking to respond. 

Learn from our partners at CEDEPCA what our role can be. 

This trip will encourage us to grow as global Christians and connect 

us with brothers and sisters in need in Guatemala, especially 

through the ministry of CEDEPCA. A unique highlight of this trip 

is an opportunity to experience the famous Giant Kite Festival on 

the “Day of the Dead” (November 1).   

Cost is $950 plus airfare.  For more information, contact Mary Jane Winter (mjwinter@comcast.net),   

World Mission Moderator, Presbytery of the James. 

 

Safety Task Force 
A safety task force is being formed this summer after some issues and concerns were brought to light.              

Heather Harvey and Jack Moorman are spearheading this group. 

Conversations at Covenant Woods  
with Alex Evans —Monday, July 29 at 3:30 pm—in the Treetops 

Advocacy@2nd Pres:    Reducing Gun Violence ~ Earthkeeping ~ Welcoming All 

Faith-based Advocacy requires prayer, action, and education.   

Advocacy priorities at Second include reducing gun violence; earthkeeping and climate    

concerns; and caring for refugees and immigrants. To stay informed, please join the 

“Advocacy@2ndPres” email list.  Send your name and email address to Lucretia McCulley 

at: lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com 

 

Walk-In Notes 
 

The Walk-In program will continue through the upcoming renovations. If you are interested in volunteering 

one or more Mondays a month please contact Elva Mapp.  

We are looking forward to the renovations in the basement of the Hawes building and in the Atrium area. 

However, due to a lack of storage, we are suspending our donated clothing program for the duration of the  

construction period. Thank you to everyone who helped organize and distribute the clothes and those who so 

generously donated them. We are deeply grateful. 

mailto:mjwinter@comcast.net
mailto:lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com
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Midsummer Potluck Celebration 

Sunday, July 28 (after church) 

Mark your calendars now so you won’t miss out on all the fun! 

 
 

 

 

 

Your diaconate wants to bring back a time-honored tradition of a     

midsummer potluck luncheon 

Members with the last name A - Q should provide a main dish, salad,  

or savory side to share 

Members with the last name R - Z should provide something sweet     

to share 

There will be someone in the kitchen before church to accept your contribution,              

should it need to be kept warm or refrigerated, and it should be already plated.                  

We will take care of the rest!  Please label your serve ware. 

For more information, contact Debbie Powers at thepowers75@gmail.com or 804-929-6848 

Literary Circle in August  (no meeting in July) 
On Tuesday, August 13, Dot Apperson will host Literary Circle’s annual pot luck dinner meeting at       

6:30 pm  in the Jacqueline Room on the first floor of the Westminster Canterbury tower.        

At this meeting the group selects its 2019-2020 books.  If you are interested in joining the group, this  

would be a perfect opportunity to come and get acquainted. Please contact Carolyn Brandt (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner (323-7038) for more information. 
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2PCCC News  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Martin Lederle-

Ensign not only 

plays music in 

weekly concerts 

for the Center  

children, he also 

encourages the 

discovery of new 

sounds through   

instruments with 

the children in his 

Sprouts class.  

Volunteers, like 

Betty Dickie, 

are a real gift 

to the Center. 

They allow time 

for staff       

development, 

and they help 

us when we 

need some 

extra hands.   

Consider     

becoming a 

2PCCC         

volunteer!   

Angelo and his mom 

Jessica Wakelyn   

celebrated his third 

birthday with his 

friends in the      

Saplings class        

by bringing in         

strawberry        

shortcake to share.  

Katie King, a faithful servant on the Child Care Board 

and the Board’s secretary, brought books to read to 

the preschool Buds and Blossoms classes.            

The children love “mystery readers,” surprise guests 

who read to them.  

I read a quote: “Learning is like building a sandcastle. Once you have the right tools, you can build         

anything. You can be anything you want to be.” 

While kids (and hopefully some adults) might be building some sandcastles on their summer excursions, 

we at 2PCCC are working daily to make sure our little ones are developing the right tools for building    

relationships and the foundations of knowledge that they need, so that they can be anything they want to be.   

Lots of people comment to me, and to the teachers, that we must be getting excited about summer, and to 

school being out. While it’s true that we are excited about summer, our school year doesn’t end. We are 

open year-round, which enables working parents to have consistent care for their babies and children 

throughout the summer months.   

If you find you have time available (or if you know any middle and high school kids who have service 

hours that they need to fill) and you’d like to help build something longer lasting than a sandcastle,          

we would love to have your helping hands join us at 2PCCC.  

Whether it’s just coming in for a one-time visit as a “mystery reader” to read a few books to classes, or as   

a regular volunteer, we welcome you to come be a part of the magic at our Child Care Center. 

Your prayers are always appreciated as the Center continues to grow along with the children we serve. 

Ginger Hudson 

ghudson@2presrichmond.org 

mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org
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Day Book Group in July 
Wednesday, July 17 at 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 

 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 am on Wednesday, July 17, in 

Room 308, Virginia Building. 

 

The book for discussion 

is The Overstory  by                     

Richard Powers.  All are welcome. 
  

Day Book Group  in August 
Wednesday, August 21 at 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 am on Wednesday,          

August 21, in Room 308,          

Virginia Building. 

 

The book for discussion is How To 

Be a Good Creature by Sy Montgomery.   All are 

welcome. 

Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for some volunteers to help water the plants in our courtyards. The frequency  

of watering/time of day/day of week/etc. are all somewhat flexible. This would perhaps take    

an hour of your time each visit.  If interested, please contact Rob Fergusson. 

 

Second Seniors Trip! 

Tuesday, August 13 

Visit Jackson Ward Sites 
and enjoy delicious flavors! 

We’ll meet at the Black History Museum, 122 W. Leigh Street (780-9093; admission $8 for seniors) at 10 a.m. 
Following the tour there, we will move on to explore the Maggie Walker House, 600 N. 2nd Street (731-2017; 
admission free).  Lunch in Jackson Ward at Mama J’s.  All seniors invited to join in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up beginning after July 1 at Deacon's Desk or by calling Mary Spain (359-2524).  

 Learn more about this historic and lively part of our city! 

Maggie L. Walker        

National Historic Site  



Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Preaching Schedule in August 

August 4   Alex Evans 

August 11   Alex Evans 

August 18   Alex Evans 

August 25   Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

Preaching Schedule in July 

July 7   Alex Evans 

July 14  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

July 21  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

July 28  Alex Evans 


