
Dear Church Family,    

 

“Shining the Light of God’s 

Grace.” 

This has been the continuing 

theme for our current Capital 

Campaign. That Campaign—

through God’s grace and the 

generosity of the church family—has allowed the 

church to fully refresh our sacred sanctuary last 

summer. We are currently without a kitchen at the 

church as that space receives upgrades (see the June 

Newsletter). We continue to work with architects and 

engineers on improvements to the first floor of the 

Hawes Building and enhancements to all the 

bathrooms and much of the common space on the first 

floor of the Virginia Building. We hope to know and 

share more of that soon. 

 “Shining the Light of God’s Grace” has never 

been just about upgrades to our facilities. Already, the 

Session has acted to extend God’s love and light far 

beyond the walls of Second. We celebrate these 

actions, consistent with our mission statement “to be a 

witness to and for God’s new reality” in Jesus Christ, 

and “to know Christ and make Christ known in 

downtown Richmond and throughout the world.” 

 “Shining the Light of God’s Grace” has allowed 

a recent, transformational gift of $100,000 to the Child 

Care Center. These funds will be used to strengthen 

the Center’s ability to pay a fair wage to teachers and 

staff. Board Chair, Cherry Peters, and Director, Ginger 

Hudson, explain that this gift gives immediate help at 

a crucial time for both justice and hope.   

 Shining the Light of God’s Grace has allowed us to 

give $40,000 to each of the following:  

 To Camp Hanover for use to refurbish some of the 

cabins at Camp. We heard sincere appreciation for 

this gift in worship on June 17 from Virginia 

Adams, a young person in our church with deep 

ties to Camp; and the Presbytery of the James 

Volume 36  Issue 7 July-August 2018 

announced and applauded this news at the 

recent presbytery meeting.  

 To Assisting Families of Inmates, which has 

offices in our Virginia Building. AFOI will 

strengthen existing programs for children and 

initiate new ones in their family reintegration 

services. Fran Bolin says: “The support AFOI 

has received is transformational for our 

organization, and we are so very thankful.” 

 To Union Presbyterian Seminary, to support 

renovations in Richmond Hall, an important 

community and dormitory space on campus. 

Brian Blount, UPSem President, wrote with 

gracious words affirming our congregation’s 

lengthy and substantial ties to Union and our 

deep partnership for God’s work in this city.  

 To CEDEPCA—our partners in Guatemala. 

We have recently learned that our partners 

used the funds to purchase a hefty new vehicle 

that has been put to immediate use in disaster 

relief in that country following the volcano 

eruption. They see God’s love and care in the 

timeliness and usefulness of that vehicle. See a 

photo in this newsletter. 

 To Malawi partners. While this gift has not 

been sent yet, a sub-group of Mission Council 

is discerning how our gift to that country can 

be both transformational and also generate 

deeper connections going forward. We have 

lots of ties to people and places in that “warm 

heart of Africa.” 

 Thanks be to God. This is just the beginning of 

the outreach components of the Campaign. We 

hope that one-third of all we raise can go to spread 

God’s love beyond the church. May God keep 

calling us to be a blessing.  

  

  

   

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Session Highlights 

At the June meeting, the Session: 

 

 Met Alex Fischer, who has been selected for the Resident Pastor for UKirk and Urban 

Engagement position. Alex was enthusiastically and unanimously approved for this role, 

and all are excited for him to continue the efforts paved by Molly Spangler. 

 Heard strong financial reports and positive updates on all ongoing renovation projects. 

 Reflected on the incredibly moving event that was Becky Tyree’s memorial service and 

expressed thanks for those involved in the organization and production. 

 Celebrated the receipt of enough funds from the Pentecost Offering to send two children 

from the Sacred Heart Center to Camp Hanover on full scholarship this summer. 

 

Montreat Youth Conference  
July 8-14 

 

Youth: 

Joseph Foltz 

Charlie Adams 

Colin Madigan 

Ellie Madigan 

Zander Goobic 

Ethan Thomas 

Aniyah Cooke 

Thomas Dendy 

Evan Tuckley  

 

Chaperones: 

Ginger Evans  

Annie Franklin  

Please keep all in your 

prayers! 

Men’s Ministry  ~ Summer  ‘18 

 

As in years past, we have an opportunity to 

work with our partner, Habitat for Humanity, 

to assist with a home rehab project in the      

Randolph neighborhood of Richmond.  

Habitat needs 8 volunteers to help put up a fence 

on Saturday, July 28. The shift is from 8:00 am– 

3:00 pm (often shorter depending on weather). 

The cause is terrific, the construction work is 

teamwork oriented and fun, and the chance to 

network with other caring folks is inspiring.  

 

Secondly, the Flying Squirrels are sponsoring its 

2018 "Faith Night" promotion on              

Thursday, August 9 at the Diamond. The event 

includes a pre-game concert, player testimonials, 

and ...(wait for it)...fireworks!  

Special rates begin with a group of 20 or more. 

If we don't reach that discount mark it's still an 

affordable and fun time at the ballpark. 

 

Interested in either opportunity?  

Contact Bryan Carr at bryancarr@comcast.net . 

mailto:bryancarr@comcast.net


Page 3 

We have a wonderful group of women who will be attending the Women's 

Connection Conference in Montreat, North Carolina, August 10-12.            

Ginger Evans is serving on the Leadership Team for the Conference, and both 

Lucretia McCulley and Kathryn Lester-Bacon are offering workshops.     
     

Kate Bowler, the author of Everything Happens for a Reason and Other Lies    

I Have Loved will be the keynote speaker. 
 

Others attending: Verna Gessaman, Carly Groover, Julia Carr, Mary Sue Donahue, Heather Harvey, 

June Henderson, Sheri Highfill, Allison Mays, Kathy Morgan, Kate Nash, Dusty Pritchett, and Molly 

Spangler.  If you would like to join us, please contact Ginger Evans ASAP! 

Faith and Health:  Issues and Insights   ~ A Summer Series 
We are blessed to have some amazing doctors in our congregation who have agreed to lead us 

in a summer series on Faith and Health on July 15, July 22, and August 12 after worship.      

We will meet at 11:15 am in the Heritage Room. Stay for information and insights! 

 

July 15     

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 22    

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 12   

 

Addiction and issues related to opioids 

Jacy Jacob, PhD 

Diabetes 

John Clore, MD 

General health and wellness 

Helen Adams, MD 
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Fair Trade Coffee Summer Dates  
July 1 

July 15 

August 5 

August 19 

 

 

Many, many thanks for the outpouring 

of support that Assisting Families of  

Inmates received during our 40th       

Anniversary Celebration!  

It was wonderful to have so many Second Presbyterian 

members present for the event and, together, we were 

able to raise over $32,000!  

Thank you all so much for the ongoing efforts that you 

put forth throughout the year, and especially for your  

support during our “highlight” events. We hope to see 

you all at our Annual Meeting in 2019. 

Stay tuned for more updates regarding our programs and 

services. We are excited about what the future holds for 

AFOI! 

Gratefully, 

Fran Bolin 

Executive Director 

 

Thanks to the generosity of members of Second 

Presbyterian Church, two eight-year-old girls 

(rising 4th graders) from Latino families at 

the Sacred Heart Center will attend Camp Hanover 

on scholarships provided through the Pentecost  

Offering. This year $1745 was given, of which 

40% can be used for ministry with children here. 

These two girls will participate in three days of   

fun-filled activities in a Christ centered community 

at Camp Hanover. 

Sacred Heart Center serves the Latino community 

in Richmond, providing support for families and 

children from Mexico and Central America.  

Thank you for your gifts that have made  

these scholarships possible! 

Your Offering at work... 
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Child Care Center News 

 
Our youngest, the Seedlings and Sprouts classes, love 

their stroller rides. The stroller rides are also a hit with 

the neighbors in the community, who look forward to 

waving to the little ones as they pass by their businesses! 

The Buds class had patriotic fun showing off 

their star-shaped sunglasses to Miss Annie and 

Ms. Ginger.   

A Note from Ginger Hudson 
When asked how I am feeling about my career change, moving from classroom 

teacher to child care center director, I consistently respond that while I miss having 

my own class of children, I love the opportunity that I have to make a difference 

here at 2PCCC and in our community. More importantly, I stress how much support 

the Child Care Center receives from the church, the congregation and the Child 

Care Board.  

You all value the hard work, love, and dedication the teachers and staff give to the children, families, and  

Center, and that is most meaningful. High quality, developmentally appropriate early childhood education is 

essential to the development of a child and an important ministry we provide to the downtown community. 

I thank you, the members of Mission Council, Capital Campaign, Moving Forward Campaign, Session, the 

Child Care Board, the congregation, and especially Cherry Peters, the Child Care Board President, for your 

support and for approving our grant to improve the work of the Center. 

With my sincere gratitude, 

Ginger Hudson 

Summer Plans and the Parking Deck 
There will be two weekends this summer when the parking deck will be either totally 

unavailable or will have very limited access for parking. 

We are still waiting for word on these dates for this scheduled maintenance, but we will 

let you know just as soon as we know! 
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Traveling to Guatemala for Mission Partnership 
On Sunday, July 1, a team of 14 will arrive in Guatemala 

City to begin a week of learning, serving, and supporting 

our mission partners. Representing Second Presbyterian 

Church are Thomas Alvarado, Justin Cullum, Joani Latimer 

Fergusson, Rob Fergusson, Ginger Hudson, Linda Ross 

Merrick, Jay Morgan, Kathleen Murphy, Emily Powers, 

Kathy Pryor, Jocelyn Ross, Isabelle Thomas, January Tims, 

and Mary Jane Winter. 

God calls us to work for a more just and hope-filled world; 

to hear the voices of those long-silenced, those on the    

margins, and especially children at risk.  May we strengthen 

this commitment and increase our love for our neighbors, 

especially in Guatemala, as God keeps calling us to make 

Christ known not only in our city, but across our borders. 

We give thanks to friends at CEDEPCA (Protestant Center for Pastoral Education) for hosting this group and 

offering the opportunity to experience God and God’s call in new ways, and to enjoy the profound gift of 

transforming relationships. 

Please hold these individuals in your prayers as they share Christ’s love and deepen our connections.  

 

“Hello, Everyone!” 
My name is Alex Fischer and I am so excited to be selected as the new Resident 

Pastor for UKirk at Second Presbyterian.  

Campus ministry was a tremendous part of my faith journey in college, so I’m 

thrilled that I can be in a position to lead others as we continue to journey together.  

I grew up in Fayetteville, North Carolina, and lived there my entire life until      

attending college at Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina. 

During my time at Appalachian State, I majored in Music Industry Studies 

(Marketing & Management) and met my wife Lisa our freshman year. Toward the 

end of my time in college, I discerned that seminary was the next place God was 

calling me. So I applied to Union Presbyterian Seminary here in Richmond and 

was graciously accepted and enrolled by the summer of 2015.  

The past three years attending seminary and living in Richmond have been some of 

the best years of my life. Lisa and I have loved getting to know this city and we’re 

so happy to have our time here extended as we continue to follow God’s call for 

our lives. When I’m not working at church or on campus, you can probably find 

me playing guitar, catching a movie, or riding roller coasters at Busch Gardens! 
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Literary Circle in July 

Tuesday, July 10 at 7:00 pm 

 

Literary Circle will meet on Tuesday, 

July 10 at 7:00 pm at the home of 

Mary Lib Randall, 14211 Foliage 

Court. Elva Mapp will lead the discussion of Sheila 

Connolly’s Red Delicious Death.   
 

Please contact Carolyn (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner,          

323-7038) for more information. 

Day Book Group  in July 
Wednesday, July 18, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The Day Book Group will meet at 10:00 am on 

Wednesday, July 18 in Room 308, 

Virginia Building. 
 

The book for discussion is              

A Midwife’s Tale by Laurel 

Thatcher Ulrich. 

 

All are welcome. 

Literary Circle in August   

Tuesday, August 14 at 6:30 pm 
 
Members who are interested in Literary Circle are 

welcome to come to the potluck book selection  

dinner on August 14 at 6:30 at the home of       

Lori Lape, 1905 Westover Hills Boulevard,           

to meet the members of the group and learn about 

the books for 2018-2019. 

Day Book Group in August 

Wednesday, August 15, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 am on Wednesday, August 15, 

in Room 308, Virginia Building. 
 

The book for discussion is            

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. 

All are welcome. 

Day Book Group Selection for 2018-2019 
Aug 15 Just Mercy        Stevenson, Bryan 

Sep 19  A Piece of the World     Kline, Christina 

Oct 17  The 100-Year-Old Man Who...  Jonasson, Jonas 

Nov 14  All the Single Ladies     Traister, Rebecca 

Dec 19  Winterdance       Paulsen, Gary 

Jan 16  Strangers in Their Own Land   Hochschild, Arlie 

Feb 20  The Great Alone      Hannah, Kristin 

Mar 20 Democracy in Chains     MacLean, Nancy 

Apr 17  Every Note Played     Genova, Lisa 

May 15 Book Selection          — 

Jun 19  Rules of Civility      Towles, Amor 

Jul 17  Overstory        Powers, Richard 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Look Who’s Preaching 
July 1   Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

July 8   Alex Evans 

July 15  Alex Evans 

July 22  Alex Evans 

July 29  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

August 5  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

August 12  Sam Adams 

August 19  Alex Evans 

August 26  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

September 2 Alex Fischer 

 Summer Worship Time 

  Through September 2 
      10:00 am 


