
Dear Church Family,    
 

Moving into a NEW YEAR 

always offers new challenges and 

new opportunities.  

As a church family, 2018 

promises to include more activity 

in our efforts to “Shine the Light 

of God’s Grace” through our Capital Campaign. 

Following the wonderful upgrades in our sacred 

sanctuary in 2017, we seek in 2018 to make timely and 

important improvements to other space in our wonderful 

facility as we prepare for our 175th anniversary in 2020. 

 At the December Session meeting, the Session voted 

on some recommendations from the Moving Forward 

Task Force (see the September newsletter) – a group of 

people who helped us clarify and gain consensus about 

priorities and plans in the Atrium, the common areas and 

bathrooms in the Virginia Building, the Kitchen, and the 

basement of the Hawes Building. The following 

recommendations were adopted at the December Session 

meeting: 

 Renovation of all bathrooms on the first and second 

floors of the Virginia Building - $150,000. 

 Improvements to the Heritage Room to increase that 

area’s flexibility and use for the church family - 

$50,000. 

 Modification and widening of the entrance ramp 

from the Atrium entrance to increase flow and access 

up toward the Hawes Building - $65,000.  

 Renovation of the Kitchen per plans that emerged 

from a detailed study by the Property Council - 

$300,000. 

 Renovation and re-decoration of the Atrium for 

improved access and welcome, including removal of 

the stairs into the Child Care Center from the Atrium, 

new furnishings, improvements to the Library, and 

renovation of the entrance doors to extend into the 

South Courtyard - $700,000. 
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 Widening the South Courtyard Gate entrance to 

six feet, contingent upon approval by 

Department of Historic Resources - $35,000. 

 Renovation of Hawes Basement, including 

plumbing and bathroom facilities, to provide 

greater flexibility in future use for the church’s 

mission and program needs - $250,000. 

 To retain the help of Glave-Holmes Architects/

Engineers to carry out the above projects - 

$150,000. 

  

 These project costs are estimates based on the 

best information available. Each piece of this larger 

effort intends to help us transform our space for 

cohesive, effective, and faithful ministry. We 

continue to have conversations to bring this work to 

completion between 2018 and 2019. We know there 

will be disruptions and challenges. We also know 

that this transformative effort will make positive 

improvements to our wonderful facility in God’s 

service. 

 In the coming months, the Session will also be 

moving forward with decisions about additional 

Mission pieces of this campaign. We plan and will 

extend God’s light to the community and the world 

with significant outreach and contributions to 

various mission partners. To date (mid-December), 

the Capital Campaign has pledges and gifts received 

of $4.4 million. We have expended/allocated 

approximately $1.5 million.  

 As we move into 2018, we keep open to God’s 

amazing faithfulness and continued guidance as we 

“Shine the Light of God’s Grace.”  Thanks for your 

faithfulness and generosity. Thanks be to God.   

      Sincerely,    

 

     

  

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Stewardship Update 
We rejoice in the faithfulness and generosity of our members and devoted friends. We give great thanks 

for the abundant resources and blessings that we know at Second Presbyterian Church. Our anticipated 

income from pledges and gifts, and other income from our Endowment and other sources launches us 

into 2018 on a very strong financial base. The recent Stewardship campaign and expressions of commit-

ment (even as we await final figures) from the congregation prove most positive. Some facts and figures 

as we move into 2018: 

 We celebrate the 17 new pledges that add approximately $60,000 for our ministry and mission this 

year. 

 We praise God that we have 22 pledges of more than $10,000 each that absolutely sustain us in 

God’s work. 

 We give great thanks for the 60 pledge units (individuals and families) who increased their pledges 

adding approximately $40,000 to our ministry efforts. 

 We give thanks for the faithfulness of the church family whose giving and serving allows us to meet 

every Council’s requested budget for ministry and mission for 2018. 

 We are so blessed. We are called to be a blessing. 

Thanks for your continuing faithfulness and devotion as we worship and serve God together. 

Day For All People—At the General Assembly—January 23, 9:00 am-3:00 pm 

Join with other faith communities around the Commonwealth for a day of advocacy, sponsored by the 

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy. There will be informative speakers on key legislative issues 

and opportunities to meet with your legislators.  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church serves as host for the event. We hope that 10 people from 2nd Presbyterian 

will attend. Tickets are $25 if registered by January 11 (breakfast/lunch included). Please email Lucretia 

McCulley (lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com) if you plan to attend.  

Online registration is available at:  http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/events/day-for-all-people-2/ . 

Ben Sparks Named Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. O. Benjamin Sparks served Second Presbyterian Church faithfully as pastor for twenty-five 

years, prior to Alex Evans.  Ben ministered to the pastoral needs of the congregation, led worship with 

inspiration and intelligence, and was a leader in broader church activities in the Presbytery, church-

related colleges and seminaries, and in community activities.  His voice was prominent in calling for 

equality of all people in the church and in our world.   

At the December meeting, the Session voted to name Ben Sparks as Pastor Emeritus, in honor and recog-

nition of the gifts of his ministry to our church and for his many years of service here.  We feel indeed 

fortunate that Ben and Annette Sparks have decided to remain in Richmond in their retirement and are 

very thankful for their continuing ties and contributions to our congregation.   

mailto:lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com
http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/events/day-for-all-people-2/
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Sunday, January 7 Dinner and Youth Sunday Prep 5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, January 14 Dinner and Youth Sunday Prep 5:00-7:00 pm 

Monday, January 15 Serve at MLK, Jr. Walk-in Luncheon 10:30 am-1:00 pm 

Sunday,  January 21 WORSHIP NITE 

Youth Sunday Prep and Dinner 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, January 28 Church School 

Dinner and Youth Sunday Prep 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, February 4 Church School 

Dinner and Youth Sunday Prep 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, February 11 Camp Hanover Senior High Retreat  

Sunday, February 18 YOUTH SUNDAY 

WORSHIP NITE and Dinner 

11:00 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Adult Education in  January 

 

Dining Room Class 

January 7, 14, 21, 28 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bible Study 

Room 308 (Pastor’s Classroom) 

 

  

Parents of Young Children 

January 7 

Nursery 

Led by Franklin Reding  

Bruce Miller from Virginia Repertory Theatre 

will lead discussions on Acts of Faith plays of 

the 2018 Season.  

The Faith and Literature Class will join us. 

Led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon  
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 Chicken Pot Pie 

Spinach Salad 

Dinner Roll 

Assorted Cupcakes 
 

 Second Sunday Lunch!        January  14 

 

Join Us for a Special Second Sunday Lunch in January  
The Second Sunday lunch in January will be a special lunch at which we will recognize and welcome the 

new members who joined the Second Presbyterian family in 2017. We will also give a hearty “Thank You!” 

to current members of Second Presbyterian who served as sponsors for each new member (or couple).  

Please plan to join us for Second Sunday Lunch on January 14 after worship to greet and welcome these 

folks into our fellowship: 

David Glover (Jeff Wells) 

Nan and John Boyd (Anne Jefferson) 

Paige and Alexi Holder (Kyle and Chelsea Russell) 

Sharon and Edson Pederson (Gary and Emma Price) 

Ashley Miller (Sloan White) 

Jarl Jackson (Bradley and Karen Purcell) 

Tell Carlson (Jeff Wells) 

Sally and Keith Johnston (Minor and Katherine Weisiger) 

Nick and Lori Lape (Heather Harvey) 

Bill Richter (Jed and Kristen Dutton) 

Alison Sant’Anna (Emily Powers) 

Jamie Alexander and Priscilla and Wyatt (Sloan and John White) 

Dusty Pritchett (Dot Apperson) 

Hank and Susan Postel (Midge and Charley Cooke) 

Lauren and Reid Powell and James (Brad and Laura Howle) 

Xel and Kandi Sant’Anna (Lucretia McCulley and Dan Ream) 
 

The vast majority of new members join Second Pres because they have attended with friends or family who 

are already members. If there is someone in your orbit looking for a church home, consider inviting them to 

join you for Sunday worship. If you are interested in serving as a New Member Sponsor, please contact a 

member of the Membership Committee: Heather Harvey, Bryan Tims, Carol Graham, Jeff Wells, Lucretia 

McCulley, Sloan White, Kyle and Chelsea Russell, Anne Jefferson, and Ginger Evans (staff liaison). 
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 Second Seniors News 
 

 Second Seniors Fellowship will begin meeting the 2nd Friday of each month at McLean’s on Broad at 

Cleveland Street from 9:00-10:30 am. This provides a great opportunity to meet, greet, and eat. Sign-up 

sheets will be on the Deacon’s Desk.   

 Also, save the date: Wednesday, January 17 at noon for a Potluck Lunch and Program: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is welcome to come to the programs and events. (“Seniors” is always self-defined.) Also, Second 

Seniors need more volunteers on their Planning Team, which meets for an hour on the first or second 

Wednesday at 10:00 am.  For more information or to be added to the email list, please contact Mary Spain at 

359-2524, mspain230@gmail.com or Lillian Rhudy at 270-0871, rhudys2@verizon.net . 

Worship Nite—January 21—5:00-7:00 pm 
5:00 pm   Worship Service with Communion (Kathryn Lester-Bacon preaching) 

5:45-6:30 pm  Programs for Youth and Adults ( Paula Owens Parker teaching) 

6:30-7:00 pm  Dinner 

 

 

Our new members Sally and Keith Johnston will share about their four-year ministry at the 

Chapel in the Mountains, a native Alaskan Presbyterian Church 90 miles north of the Arctic 

Circle. They served with the Nunamiut (inland Eskimo) people, who were the last native people 

in North America to transition from a nomadic life to village life. Books have been written 

about these hearty, spiritual people who made this remarkable transition within the last genera-

tion. Their self-reliant ancestors survived the harshest winter conditions as they followed the 

caribou across the Arctic tundra for centuries with little contact with the rest of the world. They 

now live in a remote village off the road system yet are internet connected with Facebook, a 

school, health clinic, western style homes and full, small town services. 

Bring your questions and insights as they explore the meaning of cross cultural mission with 

respect, love and appreciation in Alaska as well as today in Richmond. 

All are invited! 

The Rev. Dr. Parker, adjunct professor of 

Spiritual Formation at Union Presbyterian 

Seminary, is a Presbyterian minister, retreat 

leader, spiritual director, and healing prayer 

minister. 

Membership Council News 
The  Membership Council has recently enhanced its greeting of visitors.  

We will now have two greeters stationed on the sidewalk on Fifth Street after Sunday worship. One greeter 

will welcome new members and inquire if they would like to share their email address to receive email com-

munications from Second Presbyterian and our pastors. The second greeter will give each visitor a small 

“welcome bag” containing a 2PC pen and sticky pad and two Equal Exchange Fair Trade chocolates.  

If you know of visitors in your midst on Sunday, please refer them to our greeters after worship. 

mailto:mspain230@gmail.com
mailto:rhudys2@verizon.net
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UKirk finished up the fall 
semester with a lot of fun!  
We had our big Christmas Party 

the first week of December be-

fore classes finished, and then we 

took several study breaks during 

exams. We spent time on campus 

handing out doughnuts, coffee, 

and coloring pages to help relieve 

stress on exam week. We also 

went to see the new movie Coco 

to give our brains a break from studying! 

2017 was full of wonderful UKirk programs, but 

now we are also turning our minds to 2018!  We 

will begin the new year together by going to the Montreat College Conference January 2-5, and then we have 

another exciting semester of wonderful programs.  

Our Spring Dinner Sign-Up is now available. We are grateful to everyone who 

brought us dinner in 2017, and we encourage everyone to come bring us dinner in 

2018.  Our students love getting to know our church members.  Here is the link to 

sign up: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-ukirk  

(If you do sign up, please limit yourself to one meal night for now because we want 

to leave room for more volunteers to get involved.)  UKirk is so grateful for the 

continued support of this congregation, and we look forward to another wonderful 

year together! 

               Peace, 

               Molly Spangler 

 

 

 

The kids (and teachers) felt your love this holiday season at the Child Care Center! 

Thank you so much for the many generous donations you all gifted us this season.  

We continually found presents under our little wish list tree and package deliveries in the days leading up to 

Christmas. On top of all the great gifts, we had some really super Santa's elves (of the Tuesday work crew 

variety) working behind the scenes to help assemble toys and other various projects around the Center.  

You all truly brought so much joy to the little (and big) people at 2PCCC during the holidays, and I thank 

you. If you made a donation and would like a letter for your tax records, please be sure to let me know at 

ghudson@2presrichmond.org . 
 

2PCCC would also like to extend a HUGE thank you to Peter Fisher, who has recently stepped down from 

his role as our Board President. We are so grateful for his leadership, especially during the transition between 

directors, and we wish him and Carol some well-earned rest in this next chapter of their lives.  
 

Much love and peace from 2PCCC, 

Ginger Hudson 

 

A Note from Ginger Hudson 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-ukirk
mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org
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Day Book Group  
Tuesday, January 16, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 am, January 16, in Room 308, 

Virginia Building. 

 

The book for discussion is Vein of 

Iron by Ellen Glasgow. 

 

All are welcome. 

Literary Circle   
Tuesday, January 9 at 7:00 pm 

 

Literary Circle will meet on January 9 

at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Carolyn 

Brandt, 1412 Chowan Road.  

Dot Apperson will lead the discussion 

of Debbie Irving's Waking Up White.  

 

 

Please contact Carolyn (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner, 323-

7038) for more information. 

Circle 2 January Meeting 
Tuesday, January 2, 11:00 am 

Circle #2 will meet on Tuesday, January 2 at 11 a.m. 

at the home of Kay Schulz, 12104 Ashton Park Dr., 

Glen Allen. Marty Berry will co-host.   

 

Our lesson from Em Key is "In Community with the 

Tradition of the Past and the Reality of the Present."   

 

The scripture verses are: Hebrews 3:1-6, 11,          

Hebrews 2: 10-18 and 10: 34-35, Mark 8: 31-38. 

Come to Guatemala July 1-8 with Second Presbyterian Church 
Do you have a little extra love to give? This trip with Emerson and our mission 

partners will focus on those at risk, not only from gangs, but from sexual abuse, 

child labor, illegal immigration, poverty, and food insecurity. Come and make a 

difference! A great opportunity! 

We will engage with the children at Emerson’s church, an elementary school in 

the garbage dump, a residential program for children with disabilities on Lake 

Atitlan, and if possible with child laborers in Quetzaltenango high in the mountains, before concluding the in 

the ancient capital of Antigua. 

During these days we will share in the transforming ministry of CEDEPCA, engage in worship and learning, 

experience breathtaking beauty, and find ourselves renewed by God’s amazing presence. Cost is $1680-$1800 

depending on airfare. Financial assistance is available.  

For further information contact Kathleen Murphy (murphy.kathleen9@gmail.com) or Mary Jane Winter 

(mjwinter@comcast.net). 

 

Richmond CASA needs volunteers to serve 
children in our community!  
 

Court-Appointed Special Advocates 

(“CASAs”) are everyday citizens 

appointed by judges to watch over and advocate for 

abused and neglected children. Could you be a 

voice for a child in need? CASA is looking for vol-

unteers to participate in an upcoming training class, 

which starts 1/23/18.  If you are interested in be-

coming a CASA, please visit http://grscan.com/

programs/richmond-casa/  or contact 

heather.farber@richmondgov.com. 

 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com
mailto:murphy.kathleen9@gmail.com
mailto:mjwinter@comcast.net
http://grscan.com/programs/richmond-casa/
http://grscan.com/programs/richmond-casa/
mailto:heather.farber@richmondgov.com


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Preview Event 

Join us on January 14, 2017 for a live 

preview of the 2018 season.  This event is free 

and open to the public.   No reservations are 

required. 
 

January 14, 7:00 pm 

The historic November Theatre 

114 W. Broad Street 

Richmond, VA  23220 


