
Dear Church Family,   
 

One of my favorite Christmas 

gifts came from an attentive and 

astute church member who 

thoughtfully gave to me the 

most recent publication of  

Mary Oliver poetry, a thick 

book entitled Devotions. 

 Devotions is a compilation of Oliver’s years of 

writing poems. This volume has proven to be a 

wonderful gift as I continue to absorb her thoughtful, 

grace-filled words. As I have mentioned often in 

sermons, Mary Oliver’s poetry has given me so many 

fresh insights into God, holiness, nature and more. I 

am not sure if she would call herself a Christian. I am 

sure she has a powerful sense of God’s presence, 

peace, and grace in the world. 

 Mary Oliver died on January17th. Her death, and 

this new book, inspire me to share a bit more with 

you in this space. A recent writer in The Christian 

Century said this: Mary Oliver “helped me to realize 

how little I knew about a life observed.”   Amen. 

 My first exposure to Oliver’s gift with words 

came from this poem, which will always speak to my 

heart, and all of our hearts, as we seek to live as 

God’s faithful people. It is called The Summer Day. 

 Who made the world? 

 Who made the swan, and the black bear? 

 Who made the grasshopper? 

 This grasshopper, I mean — 

 the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

 the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 

 who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of 

 up and down— 

 who is gazing around with her enormous   

 and complicated eyes. 

 Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly 

 washes her face. 

Volume 37  Issue 2  February 2019 

 Now she snaps her wings open, and floats 

 away. 

 I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 

 I do know how to pay attention,  

 how to fall down into the grass,  

 how to kneel down in the grass, 

 how to be idle and blessed,  

 how to stroll through the fields, 

 which is what I have been doing all day. 

 Tell me, what else should I have done? 

 Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 

 Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

 with your one wild and precious life? 
 

 Soon after her death, an article in The New 

Yorker offered this:  “With her consistent, 

shimmering reverence for flora and fauna, 

Oliver made herself one of the most beloved 

poets of her generation. She worked in the 

Romantic tradition of Wordsworth or Keats, but 

she also infused a distinctly American loneliness 

into her words—the solitary reflections of 

Thoreau gazing over a lake, or of Whitman 

peering from the Brooklyn Ferry at the shuffling 

tides below his feet. Hers were not poems about 

isolation, though, but about pushing beyond 

your own sense of emotional quarantine, even 

when you feel fear. Everywhere you look, in 

Oliver’s verse, you find threads of connectivity.” 
 

 Connectivity—to God, to one another, to our 

calling to love and serve as God’s people, to 

nature and wonder—this is what we are always 

called to be about, even in February. Especially 

in February. May we be increasingly open to 

seeing, to hearing, to listening, to loving,  

to caring, as we continue our work together.      
 

 Grace and peace to you, 

 

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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January 2019 Session Meeting Highlights 
At the January meeting, the Session: 

 Approved the church’s operating budget for God’s work in our ministry and mission for 2019.              

Gratitude was expressed by all for the dedicated efforts of those who put the budget together.               

The church can look forward to another financially healthy year; 

 Renewed our covenant with Sam Adams to continue as Parish Associate. Session is grateful to Sam      

for his teachings and engagement here at Second; 

 Heard the many ways we can become more involved citizens as the General Assembly begins                 

to actively review newly proposed legislation; 

 Heard positive reports from many of the councils, including the anticipation of a large new member class. 

Session also heard updates from UKirk and Deacons’ ministries, which have exciting agendas ahead. 

Deacons’ Docket 
The deacons of Second Presbyterian have developed a vision statement that guides us to where we would like 

to grow in our work: The diaconate will lead and support all members in our caring, diverse, growing,   

and engaged community.  
 

In 2019 you will see signs of our energetic effort to lead and support by communicating clearly with the   

congregation and welcoming you to engage with us.  

 For example, please notice Deacons' Loving Care cards in the sanctuary pews. We invite congregants to 

write care concerns, for themselves or on behalf of others, answering a few brief questions and indicating 

whether the care request should be kept confidential by the pastors. Please return cards to the pastors ei-

ther by the collection plate or in their mailboxes. The pastors will review each request before passing it on 

to the deacons.  

 You can also find dry-erase boards near church entrances. We update these every week with timely      

announcements and opportunities for you to engage with us in our wide variety of activities.   

 Fellowship can be the best kind of communication! Sponsored by the Deacons, you are invited to join in 

an upcoming event on Saturday, February 23, called “Let’s Celebrate!”  (formerly known as Let’s Do    

Dinner.) This annual event has been raved about as a splendid opportunity to meet and eat with folks   

you worship with on Sunday. We need both hosts and guests. For more details, see the form included in 

this newsletter. Please complete the form and return it to the designated box on the Deacons' Desk, in the 

Atrium, by Wednesday, February 13th. (Extra copies of the sign-up form can also be found by our   

dry-erase board at Fellowship Hour.) 

A Warm Welcome to All Women 
There is a new opportunity for Bible study, fellowship (and yummy snacks) at Second.  From 6:00-7:15 pm 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month, we meet to explore and discuss a book of the Bible.     

This semester we are reading Paul’s letter to the Ephesians using N.T. Wright’s study guide.  Come join us! 

Sunday, February 24 ~ to elect new church officers, receive 

the annual report, and act on suggested changes for the pastors' 

terms of call. 
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Sunday, February 3 Run through Youth Sunday!  In Youth Room 9:30-10:45 am 

 

Sunday, February 10  YOUTH SUNDAY   Be here by 9:30 am! 

Followed by Second Sunday Lunch 

9:30 am 

 

Sunday, February 17 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  

WORSHIP NITE ~ Youth Group 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, February 24 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  

YOUTH GROUP  

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

          Adult Education in February  
 

February 3 

Parents of Young Children 

Nursery 
 

February 3, 10, 17, 24 

Dining Room Class 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 
 

Bible Study 

Pastor’s Classroom 

Making Peace with the Land: God’s Call to Reconcile with Creation ~ 

led by Sally Johnston  

Co-written by an eco-theologian and a community gardener, this small volume 

introduces us to scriptural, theological, and practical perspectives for cultivating 

a new healing relationship with the land, including how we relate to food. One 

of the three mission advocacy priorities adopted by Second Presbyterian Church 

for 2019 is climate action. One of the most important ways we can nurture a 

healthy climate and develop resilient communities is to identify and adopt   

faithful practices related to food.                                                                        

This book promises to evoke lively conversation as we help each other consider 

how to live faithfully and sustainably on this earth in light of our climate crisis.  

With rotating leadership 

Led by Franklin Reding 

Led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

Presbyterian Women Circle 1 
Circle One will meet Tuesday, February 12, at 

10:30 a.m. in the sixth floor Tower lounge at   

Westminster Canterbury.  Erline Eason will lead 

our Bible study, which is Lesson Six, “God with Us 

Through Our Trials,” in our circle book.   

We will continue our fellowship afterward with 

lunch in the Marketplace.  All are welcome! 

Presbyterian Women Circle 2 
Circle #2 will meet on Tuesday, February 5 at 11:00 am 

at the home of Vicki Douglas, 1817 Hanover Avenue.   

Anne Jefferson is the co-hostess. 

Em Key will continue to lead our study on “God’s 

Promise: I Am With You.” February’s topics will be 

“God With Us As Emmanuel” and “God With Us As 

the Holy Spirit.” Come for good fellowship and         

interesting discussion. 
March newsletter deadline ~  

Monday, February 18 
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Second Sunday Lunch       February 10  

     

Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 

      Chilifest! 
 

Sunday Nite Worship 

February 17 ~ 5:00 pm 

Alex Lester-Abdalla 

will preach. Music  

led by David Wilson.  

We will celebrate 

Communion.   

Youth Group meets 

after worship and 

Adults enjoy         

fellowship. 

Second Seniors  
Second Seniors continues to host breakfast on the second Friday of every month at 9:00 am at McLean’s     

Restaurant on Broad. No sign-up required. 

Second Seniors is hosting a Valentine’s Day potluck on Wednesday, February 13, at noon. Sign-up will be 

available at the Deacon’s Desk. Please bring a favorite Valentine story or poem to share. 

Looking ahead: 

Later in the spring the group will sponsor a trip to Polegreen which will include a box lunch and a guest  

speaker, Carlton Abbott, noted architect. He will speak on the development of the site. The exact date will be 

announced later this spring. 

Those who are interested can also attend a talk at Covenant Woods on February 4 at 7:00 pm presented by  

David Fuller. He will discuss the Polegreen story, two hundred years of history focusing on the people of the 

times, the origins and growth of religious freedom, and the impact for today. A sign-up sheet for this talk    

will be available at the Deacon’s Desk, providing a place to sign up for the talk, and a separate place to sign up 

if you are interested in having dinner at Covenant Woods beforehand. 

On March 24, Second Seniors will sponsor a potluck luncheon in the Dining Room immediately after church. 

Sign-up will be available at the Deacon’s Desk. 

From the Arts Committee 
Many thanks to the Guatemala mission team for their colorful and informative exhibit for the fall art display. 

Thanks also to Hannah Garrity for leading the Sunday school class and creating the exquisite Advent banners 

which hung in the sanctuary for the month of December.   

Judy Holloway’s beautiful portraits have been moved from the dining room to the hallway to join the           

congregational mixed media show “Location, Location, Location” for the winter months. 

Artists of all ages and media—be thinking ahead to April and something to share focusing on our earth and  

environment. More details to come in next month’s newsletter. 

Choice of:  

Vegetarian, Red/Beef Chili, 

   or Mary Nelson’s White Chicken Chili 
  

Wonderful Cornbread 
 

Tossed Salad 
 

Ele’s Strawberry Cake 
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Literary Circle  
Tuesday, February 12 at 7:00 pm 

Literary Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 12 at 

7:00 pm.  Dot Apperson will host the group in the fourth 

floor lounge of the Westminster Canterbury Tower and 

Elsa Falls will lead the discussion of the The Great 

Alone by Kristin Hannah. Please contact Carolyn Brandt 

(288-2511, or crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or              

Page Wagner (323-7038) for more information. 

Day Book Group   
Wednesday, February 20 at 

10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 10:00 AM, 

Wednesday February 20, in Room 308 Virginia 

Building.  The book for discussion is The Great 

Alone by Kristin Hannah.  All are welcome. 

A Note from Alex Fischer 
 

Second Pres, if you have signed up for a meal for our UKirk Spring semester, thank you so 

much!  Providing a hot meal for our students is so important to our ministry. We are still in 

need of meal volunteers for several nights throughout the semester. If you’re interested in providing a meal 

for us (or donating money for us to order food out), please visit www.ukirkrva.org/meal-ministry.html or 

email me at ukirk.rva@gmail.com. I’d be happy to talk to you more about that if you have any questions.              

Thank you again for your continued support of our students! 

 

2PCCC News:  “It takes a village…” 
The African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child” rings true at 2PCCC. There are really so very many 

people who give their time, talents, energy and donations to make 2PCCC Early Childhood Education Center 

a great second home for children (and staff) in downtown Richmond. 

Pastor Alex Evans and one of our favorite police officers, Carol Adams (who also 

happens to be the cousin of one of our 4-year-olds in the Blossoms class) arranged to 

have Santa Claus from the Jefferson come see our children and bring them stuffed 

animals. All of the children here got to have their pictures taken sitting on Santa’s 

lap. It was such a special day for the children and their families.  Thank you so much 

to Alex and Carol and Santa! 

We also give thanks for Elva Mapp and the Street Choir for caroling around 2PCCC 

to get the children and staff in the holiday spirit in December. Since the children are 

napping during the Street Choir’s weekly choir practices, it was a real treat to get to 

have these ministries join together sharing love through music. 

Our Tuesday morning volunteers are the unsung heroes who are critical to keeping 

2PCCC running smoothly. We are so grateful for all they do. An especially big thanks 

goes out to Chanson Finney, who gives numerous hours to projects around the Center. 

He makes shelves and installs them. He put together toy cars and gates and all sorts of 

things. He also delivers various items that need mending to his wife, Amie, who    

graciously stitches up the rips and tears and sends them back to us. 

Are you handy and do you have time to lend a helping hand to some of the 2PCCC 

projects or other projects around the church? Can you build and maintain a website? 

Do you have other skills and talents you’d like to share with the children or staff of 2PCCC? Let me know if 

you’re interested in helping out! Email me at ghudson@2presrichmond.org  or call me at 804-649-0152. 

Many thanks to all of you who make up the wonderful Second Presbyterian village!              ~Ginger Hudson 

 

 

 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com)
http://www.ukirkrva.org/meal-ministry.html
mailto:ukirk.rva@gmail.com
mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org
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Deacon Nominees: 

Lori Lape and her husband joined Second Presbyterian in 

2017. They were long-time members of Chester Presbyteri-

an, where she served as chair of the two-week CARITAS 

program there. She and Nick have two sons, who live in the 

Richmond area and a daughter, who lives in Louisiana. She 

is a mental health nurse at McGuire Veterans Hospital. 

Ann Looney, a native Tarheel, joined Second several years 

ago with her husband Don. She was a team member of Sec-

ond Presbyterian’s trip to Guatemala supporting CEDEPCA 

and is looking forward to the upcoming interfaith trip to 

Israel. Anne works part-time as an IT Consultant for a state 

government agency. She loves reading, knitting, hot yoga 

and running. She shares her passion for running with      

elementary school children as a coach for Kids Run RVA. 

Jarl Jackson joined the church in 2017 and became a tenor 

in the Adult Choir. He was previously a member of First 

Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee, where he was a mem-

ber of the choir and a church historian, as well as member 

of the Congregational Care Council, Compassion and Social 

Action Team, and the Online Committee. He was also the 

long-time Sunday Morning Church Office Volunteer, assist-

ing Sunday School teachers and other church staff, while 

also greeting newcomers and visitors. He loves reading, 

writing, hiking/walking, and bicycling. Jarl is currently a 

Mobile Crew Worker for the Metro Richmond ARC, while        

pursuing other interests, including writing.   

Elder Nominees: 

Cicely Powell is a retired clinical social worker and has been a member 

of Second Presbyterian since 2001. She has served on the diaconate, 

coordinated meals for the Assisting Families of Inmates and participated 

on mission trips to Malawi and post-Katrina Louisiana. 

Terry Sheets grew up in the Episcopal Church. Her father was the     

Executive Director of Kanuga Camps and Conference Center – the 

“Episcopal Massanetta”- in North Carolina. In the 1980’s, she worked in 

the Synod of the Virginias office in Roanoke, where she met and married 

her husband, Presbyterian minister Forrest D. Sheets, now deceased.  

Terry has attended Second Presbyterian for many years and joined about 

5 years ago. She has been active in refugee/immigrant concerns. Terry is 

the retired Community Manager of Woodlake in Chesterfield County.  

Jack Moorman and his wife Carol have been members of Second a  

little more than a year, where he currently serves on the usher team and 

participates in Sunday school classes. Jack was ordained as an elder in 

First Presbyterian church of Virginia Beach in 2007 and has been active 

in congregations serving as a Sunday school teacher for youth and adult 

classes, property and outreach committees, and many other projects. He 

and Carol have been married 26 years and have a daughter Sarah. Jack is 

an Environmental Health and Safety manager for Veolia LLC. 

Marian English is a lifelong Presbyterian who joined Second in 2004.  

She has served as a deacon, on the Christian Education and Mission 

Councils, and as a long-time Walk-In volunteer.  She traveled with the 

Guatemala team in 2005, is a member of Circle One and two book 

groups, sells Fair Trade coffee and helps with AFOI dinners.             

Prior to retirement Marian served as a Christian educator and on the 

staff/faculty of the Presbyterian School of Christian Education. 

Becky Hudson and her husband Tommy transferred their membership 

from Bon Air to Second Presbyterian several years ago where she serves 

as an usher and a member of the art and worship committees. Becky is a 

retired primary teacher who now spends much time in Osher lifetime 

learning classes at University of Richmond. She and Tommy enjoy 

spending time with their dogs, family and friends here and at the family 

farm in West Virginia. 

Chris Reina has been a member of Second Presbyterian for 

2 years. Chris is an Assistant Professor at VCU's School of 

Business and teaches leadership in the MBA program. He is 

also a leadership coach and consultant and researches mind-

fulness and leadership in the workplace. At Second, he’s 

involved in the UKirk Advisory Board and is an active 

member in the 20/30s group. He is married to Tell Carlson; 

the two were married at Second Presbyterian in 2017. 

You Can Make a Difference—Welcome the Stranger 
José, a soft-spoken and pleasant, 40-something man from Honduras, got on the wrong side of the local gang controlling his 

town. He was savagely beaten and left for dead in a back alley. Threatened with more of the same or worse, he fled to safety 

in the U.S. and requested asylum. He is now an undocumented immigrant, living in a shoddy apartment with several others 

who are in the same situation. They work, stay out of trouble, and wait for official relief.   José is fictional, but he is like 

many such undocumented immigrants in Richmond who fear for their lives if they have to return to their country.  Asylum 

can take months or years, working with an attorney, going to court, having your claims verified, etc.  In the meantime,    

immigrants must check in with the Intensive Supervision Appearance Program (ISAP) every 2 to 3 weeks in order for their 

cases to proceed. If they miss an appointment, they may be arrested and/or deported.  ISAP is located near The Arboretum 

on Midlothian Turnpike. Other trips include attorney appointments, and immigration court or U.S. Customs and Immigra-

tion services in Norfolk. In Virginia, undocumented immigrants cannot have a driver’s license, so they must rely on some-

one to drive them to their ISAP appointments. It is so easy to make a huge difference in someone’s life.  Join the Central 

Virginia Sanctuary Network Transportation Circle and give a couple of hours – or whenever it fits your schedule – to     

welcome a stranger to America. Talk to Terry Sheets for more details (804-330-3874 or Elizabeth.sheets@verizon.net),     

or email cvsntransportation@gmail.com. 

Note: Heather Harvey, Judy Cutting, and Jacy Jacob agreed to be nominated for a second term as Elders.         

Frederick Helm, Kate Nash, Treva Thomas, Nancy Updegrave, Mary Warthen, and Becky White agreed to be nominated for a second 

term as Deacons. 

mailto:Elizabeth.sheets@verizon.net
mailto:cvsntransportation@gmail.com
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Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

February 10 
 Worship led by our Youth 

 Senior Sermons by Virginia Adams, Aniyah Cooke, and Ethan Thomas 

 Baptism of Benjamin Bacon 

 Stay for Second Sunday Lunch ~ Chilifest! 

Annual Congregational Meeting ~ 

Sunday, February 24 after Worship 

Sunday, February 3 


