
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Church Family,    
 

 We worship and serve an OUTRAGEOUS GOD. 

 Do you know that? Do you believe that? 

 Consider these verses from Isaiah (Is. 65:17-19): 

 For I am about to create new heavens and a new 

earth; 

 the former things shall not be remembered or come 

to mind. 

 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am 

creating: 

 for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its 

people as a delight. 

 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my 

people;  

 no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress.  
  

 Just pause and reflect on that; let it seep into your 

heart and soul; let it become your vision and hope.  A 

world of rejoicing – no more crying or distress – with 

newness everywhere. We worship and serve an 

OUTRAGEOUS GOD. 

 Think about those promises from God: No more 

infant mortality...no more deaths from gun violence. 

No more cancer...and no more distress about nuclear 

warfare. No more hungry and homeless people...and 

no more weeping. No more terror to create such 

fear...and no more heartache. 
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 The poem from Isaiah sounds outrageous 

because we are so familiar with the heartache and 

terror and realities of this world. The new world of 

God is beyond our imagination, beyond our 

capacity to understand God’s promised newness.  

 Could it be possible? We are so tired of the 

familiar and the predictable. We are caught up in 

our self-sufficiency and our cynicism. We remain 

surrounded by news of grief and loss, of terror and 

fear, of harsh realities that make us inherently 

suspicious that these promises could actually come 

about. Such newness is poetic fantasy.  

 But as Walter Brueggemann reminds us: 

  “In Advent, however, we receive the power of 

God that lies beyond us. This power is the antidote 

to our fatigue and cynicism. It is the gospel 

resolution to our spent self-sufficiency, when we 

are at the edge of our coping. It is the good news 

that will overmatch our cynicism that imagines 

there is no new thing that can enter our world.  

 Outrageous God, outflank our weary 

Christmas with the Advent miracle of a power that 

lies beyond us. May we receive this power, this 

new vision, which would set us free to live boldly 

into your dream for the world. Amen.” 

(See Celebrating Abundance: Devotions for Advent, First 

Monday of Advent, by Walter Brueggemann) 

 May these Advent days move us to deeper 

faith, increasing love, inspired devotion, and 

greater discipleship as we worship and serve an 

outrageous God who comes among us, comes to 

us, comes to be with us, comes to fill us and use us 

for God’s new work in the world. 

 I look forward to seeing you in worship and 

around this Advent.  

 Sincerely, 

  

 

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Sunday, December 3 Advent Festival during Church School 

Youth Group Meeting 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, December 10 Confirmation Class & High School Class 

Second Sunday Lunch 

9:30 am 

(no evening youth) 

Sunday, December 17 Youth Christmas Party  5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday,  December 24  11:00 am Worship with Pageant 

 10:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service 

  

Sunday, December 31 No Church School or evening meeting  

Adult Education in  December 
 

Dining Room Class 

December 10, 17, and 24 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bible Study 

Room 308 (Pastor’s Classroom) 
 

 
 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

The 40s: The Story of a Decade    Facilitated by Marjorie Clark   

Topic:  The Fruit of the Spirit        Led by Franklin Reding  

Sunday, December 3  at 9:30 am  for All Ages in the Chapel 
 

 Make an Advent wreath for your family, or for a homebound member 

 Make a scarf for our Walk-In neighbors 

 Enjoy Advent crafts and activities 

 Enjoy coffee cake, cider, and coffee! 

Names for the Messiah: An Advent Study 

Led by Alex Evans 

Men’s Ministry  
Monday, December 4 at 7:00 pm 

For more info contact Bryan Carr at 

bryancarr@comcast.net 

 

Calling for Young Adult Volunteers!  Do you know someone 

who is 19-30? The Presbyterian Church offers a year of service for 

young adults in 22 sites around the world and in the U.S. Young 

Adult Volunteers work alongside church partners in a wide variety 

of ministries, while also exploring their life and faith in a communi-

ty of peers and mentors. The presbytery assists with the cost for 

those selected to serve. The first deadline is January 1. To learn 

more, contact Colleen Earp, a former YAV, 

at colleen@camphanover.org, or speak with Kathleen Murphy, a 

recent YAV and member of Second. 

mailto:colleen@camphanover.org
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Capital Campaign Update 
The “Sharing the Light of God’s Grace” capital campaign continues to progress to its $5 million goal!      

As of the date of this newsletter, the total amount pledged to the three-year campaign is $4,417,581.00 from 

157 donors. This total represents 89% of our goal. Thank you to everyone who has pledged their support to 

this historic, landmark campaign at Second Presbyterian.  All pledges of any amount are valued and wel-

come.  Now that the sanctuary enhancements have been completed, we turn to the next phase of discern-

ment and planning of future efforts to update our kitchen, restrooms, and points of entry. We also are gath-

ering information via the “Moving Forward Together” task force to guide decision making regarding mis-

sion endeavors and building improvements. The “Sharing the Light of God’s Grace” campaign will culmi-

nate with the 175th Anniversary of the founding of Second Presbyterian Church in 2020—and we have so 

much to celebrate. To God be the glory as we continue to “Know Him and Make Him Known” on Fifth 

Street, in the City of Richmond, and in the world beyond. Members of the capital campaign committee are: 

Allison and Vernon Mays (co-chairs), Jeff Wells and Mac Pence (co-chairs), Mary Sue Donahue, Tom Jef-

ferson, Tom Holland, Marjorie Clark, Greg Dickie, Don Falls, and Julia Carr. Please feel free to contact any 

member of the campaign committee for further information.  

Campaign information is also regularly updated on the church website.  

Sunday, December 3 ~ Coffee Hour, beyond the Small Talk 
Stay after worship on December 3rd for some special opportunities for fellowship and congregational en-

gagement. Each week the Deacons host our coffee and fellowship hour in order to provide an important 

space for connection and community-building. However, we know it can be intimidating to linger and chat, 

even for extroverts. So, after worship on December 3rd, we are offering a variety of ways for you to con-

nect with others—all while enjoying refreshments!  

During this Fellowship Hour, we’ll also honor Cliff Anderson, our retiring sexton. 

Join us in the chapel after worship to engage congregational life by doing one of the following: 

 Pick up an Advent devotional coloring journal from Molly Spangler (see announcement elsewhere in 

newsletter) 

 Help color a poster for Advent 

 Purchase a “Welcome Your Neighbors” yard sign from the Advocacy Committee 

 Buy Fair Trade coffee from members of our Coffee Team 

 Pick up some Second “swag” from the Membership committee 

 Sign a December/January birthday card for some of our homebound members with Becky White 

 Have a tour of the Child Care Center with new Executive Director, Ginger Hudson 

 Enjoy special refreshments, provided by Second Seniors! 
 

Any questions? Talk to Kathryn Lester-Bacon. 

Know an LGBTQ+ young person who is seeking spiritual fellowship?  

Molly Spangler and Kathryn Lester-Bacon are coordinating an early December gathering for any LGBTQ+ 

younger folk who are longing for connections with other religious people. We’ll get to know each other and 

talk about more ways to connect in 2018. Email/talk to Kathryn (klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org) or 

Molly (ukirk.rva@gmail.com) for more information.  

Please share this with anyone who might be interested. 

mailto:klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org
mailto:ukirk.rva@gmail.com
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Chili Fest! 

Choice of: 

 Beef/Red Chili or Mary Nelson’s White Chicken Chili 

Tossed Salad 

Corn Muffins 

Assorted Desserts 

  

“Let There Be Color” Devotional 
This Advent Season we have a creative devotion 

opportunity coming called “Let There Be Color!”  

It is a day by day devotion that provides reflections, 

scripture, poetry, and images to color as we prepare 

ourselves for the birth of Christ.   
 

This devotion was created by A Sanctified Art, a 

team of pastors and artists using 

their unique gifts to produce mean-

ingful resources for congrega-

tions.  If you choose to participate in 

“Let There Be Color,” there will be 

opportunities for us to share our col-

ored images and reflections with one another as we 

journey through Advent together.  The devotion 

journals will be available for pick up on December 

3rd at the Advent Festival.  We hope you will con-

sider this experience as we explore the season of 

Advent through art and reflection!  

Second Sunday Lunch    December 10 

 

Advocacy at 2nd Pres: Action and Education 
 

Faith-based Advocacy requires 

both action and education.  

 

Advocacy priorities at Second Presbyterian for 

2017-2018 are focusing on refugee, immigrant 

and health care issues. If you would like to 

keep abreast of these issues please join our 

"Advocacy@2ndPres" email list.  

Send your name and email address to Lucretia 

McCulley at: lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com. 
 

You and Yours are invited 

to celebrate with the Church Family 
of 

Second Presbyterian Church 

during a 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

at the 

EVANS’ HOME 

3109 West Franklin Street 

Thursday, December 14 
  
  
  
 Drop in between 5:00 — 8:00 pm 

2017 Pledges 
To receive credit in the current year, pledge payments for 2017 must be postmarked by December 31, 

or delivered to the church office by noon on Friday, December 29.  
  

Please note that the church office closes at noon that day. Contact Dorothy DeJong with any questions. 

 

Second Seniors News 
Sunday, December 3  Second Seniors table and refreshments at the reception following Worship 

Friday, December 15  Third Friday Breakfast at McLean’s at 9:00 am 
 

On the lovely fall day of Thursday, November 2, Second Seniors went to Tuckahoe Plantation and enjoyed a 

tour of the house and grounds on the James River. Good company, a very knowledgeable docent and a great 

lunch at Portico made our day! Come join us on future trips. 

mailto:lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com
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2PCCC News  
The Child Care Center is busy undergoing many positive changes as our new 

office assistant, Maggie Clark, dedicated members of the Board of Directors, 

and I work to update our office and various parts of the infrastructure.  

Halloween was great fun. Our older children got to Trick or Treat around the 

offices at VCU’s School of Education’s Partnership for People 

with Disabilities.  We also had fun and games, including a 

pumpkin hunt.  The day culminated with a parade of costumes, around the block. It’s hard to 

say who enjoyed the day the most, the kids or the adults who got to enjoy their extreme cute-

ness! We give thanks for our board and church members who give time, talents and resources 

to keep 2PCCC’s light shining for the children and family members we serve in the city.   

 

We are always looking to add more staff members to the 2PCCC 

team, including part-time and substitute positions.  

Contact staffing2pccc@2presrichmond.org 

All are invited for a tour of the Child Care Center on Sunday, 

December 3 after the Fellowship Hour.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Ginger Hudson 

 

Walk-In Ministry Winter Warmth  

Dear friends:  

As winter approaches it is time for our annual warmth ministry for our Walk In neighbors.  

We are collecting new warm gloves, hats, scarves, and socks for our neighbors. Please bring contributions to 

the church and put them at the Deacon's desk or in the box in the hall near the credenza. 

We serve a hot meal to 150-200 persons each Monday so we would like to have something for everyone.  

Since the closing of the breakfast and dinner program at the Salvation Army last year, and the closing of 

Monroe Park for renovation many of our guests have lost regular access to meals they counted on as well as 

food on the weekends. Some have also lost their few extra clothing items making this year's warmth minis-

try even more important. In response to these closings we have begun giving out a snack supper with Nabs 

style peanut butter or cheese crackers, individual fruit or applesauce packs, chips, granola or fruit bars such 

as Nutri-Grain, and 8-oz. bottles of water. We can use donations of these items any time to supplement the 

ones members of our partner churches provide as well as no. 10 cans of vegetables for our soup.  

Also, if you enjoy baking and would like to make some extra banana bread or cookies for our lunch guests 

to enjoy with their coffee we would be grateful. FeedMore, which oversees the Food Bank where we pur-

chase much of our food for the program, no longer has consistent donations of these types of items.  

Finally, if anyone is interested and available, we can always use more receptionists, dining room coordina-

tors, and drink servers if your schedule permits. We particularly need help on New Year's Day 2018 when 

we will be preparing bag lunches, and we do not have a partner church that day. Do you have a morning or 

even an hour once a month or more? Please let Elva Mapp know. We are open to all types of volunteers.  
                   

                  Thank you for your loving hearts.  

                  Elva Mapp, Walk In Coordinator 

You’re Invited! 

What: Dance’N Tots Winter Showcase 

Where: Second Presbyterian 

When: Friday, December 15th at 4 pm 

mailto:staffing2pccc@2presrichmond.org
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Devoted Sexton Cliff Anderson Retires after 16 Years at Second  
 

For a little over 16 years, Second Presbyterian has been blessed by the devotion and daily 

work of Cliff Anderson, our custodian. On November 30, Cliff will move into a new chap-

ter of life: a much deserved retirement. We will miss his daily presence, his dedicated ser-

vice, and his care around our historic facility. Working alongside Kerry Randolph, Cliff's 

devotion has enabled us to serve God, to use our building for mission and ministry seven 

days a week. Cliff has set-up and taken down thousands of chairs and tables, cleaned 

rooms, done dishes for so many meals, and laughed and served alongside us in Christ's 

service. Cliff has also been a faithful employee who returns to the church after hours to do 

security checks and set the alarm. Second Presbyterian is most grateful for his dedicated 

service, his long and faithful tenure, and his willingness to help and strengthen so many of 

our ministry efforts.  

And while Cliff will be retiring officially, we are not saying "goodbye" to him. Cliff has agreed to help us 

with extra work as needed around the church; and he will also continue his security check and alarm setting. 

So we look forward to still seeing him around. 

We thank God for Cliff and his support of our ministry. And we say “Thank you, Cliff!” for years of devotion 

and service.  
 

 

Chris Adams Joins Church Staff 
 

With Cliff's retirement, we are excited to find Chris Adams, with whom we connected 

through our Parking Deck. Chris started his training with our sextons in mid-November and 

will serve alongside Kerry Randolph in our custodial department. Chris is married to Pame, 

and they have two daughters, Aniyah (who works in our Nursery) and Ayanna.     

He is excited to be joining our staff. Be sure to introduce yourself  and welcome Chris.  

UKirk had a great November!   
We started the month off with a showing of the documentary film 13th and having a 

meaningful discussion about the issue of mass incarceration.  Our students have a 

great passion for social justice and we spend a good amount of time trying to discern 

how we can respond faithfully.  We followed that program with a delicious 

“Friends’ Giving” Feast, which has become a UKirk tradition.  Each student brought 

a delicious side or dessert to share and we ate until we were full. Everyone took 

home a box of leftovers.  

We finished off November with a wonderful worship service led by Alex Lester-

Abdalla, which focused on the wedding at Cana. We also had a busy month of visiting some of the other con-

gregations in the Presbytery that support UKirk. Several students and I visited Three Chopt Presbyterian, as 

well as Southminster Presbyterian, where I was a guest preacher one week. We are so grateful for all of the 

congregations that support us!   

Looking towards the spring we have a new sign up for dinners on Thursday nights.  Here is the link if you are 

able to bring us a meal: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-ukirk  

If you are able to sign up, please only sign up for one meal because we want to fit in as many volunteers as 

possible!  As always, we appreciate everything Second Presbyterian does to support our students, and we are 

looking forward to a great spring semester! 

Cliff Anderson 

Chris Adams 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-ukirk
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Day Book Group  
Tuesday, December 19, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

The Day Book Group will meet at 10:00 am on 

Tuesday, December 19, in Room 308 Virginia 

Building. 

The book for discussion 

is Between the World and Me by 

Ta-Nehisi Coates.    

  

 

All are welcome. 

Literary Circle   
Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00 pm 

Literary Circle will meet on December 12 at 

7:00 pm at the home of Linda Merrick, 14 

West Locke Lane.  

Mary Lib Randall will lead the 

discussion of 44 Scotland 

Street by Alexander McCall 

Smith.  

Please contact Carolyn Brandt 

(804-288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or 

Page Wagner (804-323-7038) 

for more information. 

Circle 2 December Meeting 
Tuesday, December 5, 11:00 am 

Circle #2 will meet on Tuesday, December 5th at 

11:00 am at the home of Chris Blanton, 505 Henri 

Road.  

December’s lesson is “In Community with God’s 

Messengers.” Em Key will lead our study taken 

from Hebrews 1:3-14; 13:1-2 and Luke 1:5-17, 

1:26-38; 2:8-14. Please come for good fellowship 

and interesting discussion. 

Give a Little Love to Kids at Risk in Guatemala—Exploratory Meeting on December 3 
Do you have an extra nugget of love to give? Come to Guatemala this summer with 

CEDEPCA, July 2-9 and engage with children and youth who are at risk, beginning 

with those at Emerson’s church where we heard how their ministry in this “red 

zone” is keeping children away from gangs. It is not only gangs, but sexual abuse, 

child labor, illegal immigration, and food insecurity that threaten children and youth.   

On this mission trip with CEDEPCA, you will spend time with some of these kids, 

and also with those making a difference in their lives.   

And you will make a difference too, as you give a little love, listen and learn, make friends and bring hope.  

At the same time, enjoy a beautiful country with rumbling volcanos, ancestral Mayan sites, breathtaking Lake 

Atitlan, and world heritage Antigua.  

Learn more at an exploratory meeting December 3 after worship in the library. Our church has funds set 

aside to assist those who need it.  

 

December 17 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com


2017 Memorial Christmas Wreaths and Poinsettias 

 

Do you have a family member or friend you’d like to remember during the Christmas season?  

Consider giving a wreath or poinsettia in their memory or honor.  Your wreath/poinsettia will be part of 

the beautiful decorations that add to the warmth and celebration of the Advent and Christmas season.   

Please fill out the form below and mail it with a donation of $30 to the church by Sunday, December 10. 

Additional forms are available on the credenza in the south vestibule.  

Thank you to all who have helped decorate our sanctuary during the Christmas season, both past and    

present. If you donate a poinsettia and would like take it home, you may do so after the 10 pm service  

on December 24.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please send to: Dorothy DeJong 

Second Presbyterian Church 

5 N. Fifth Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

I / We give a 2017 Christmas Wreath/Poinsettia 

(please circle)    In memory of      OR       In honor of 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Please PRINT name(s) of loved ones on lines above 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Please PRINT your name here 

 

Enclosed is a check for $30 to Second Presbyterian Church   

Please return to the church by Sunday, December 10. 



Martin Luther King Day ~ January 15, 2018 
 

Do you have the day off from school or work? Are you available the Sunday afternoon before that?  

We would love to have your help preparing for and on MLK Day hosting our Walk-In neighbors who are 

invited for a special worship service and lunch in the Chapel. Please contact Elva Mapp 

(eamapp@icloud.com) if you can help.  

 

Not available those two days, but still want to help? We need volunteers to cook 5 pounds of ground 

beef and freeze it (casserole ingredient) any time before January 15.  

We would also love to have No. 10 cans of green beans and homemade cookies (dessert) if you would 

rather buy or bake something. Please contact Ele Bigger (embigger@gmail.com).  

A Hanover Christmas ~                   
Friday, Dec. 8  & Saturday, Dec. 9 
6:00-9:00 pm 
 
Camp Hanover invites you to join 
them for A Hanover Christmas. 
This event is suitable for all ages 
and physical abilities.  
More than “just another live nativi-
ty,” you’ll experience interactive and 
dramatic re-enactments while lei-
surely strolling a candlelit wooded 
path. After your journey, relax in front of the 
fireplace while you fellowship with others. 
Enjoy tasty homemade holiday treats and 
performances by local musicians and cho-
ral groups. You are welcome to stay as long 
as you like.  
Overnight accommodations are available.  
For more information, call (804) 779-2811 or 
visit www.CampHanover.org. 

 

Winter Camp at Camp Hanover 
 
Registration is open for Camp Hanover's 
Winter Camp. This 3-day program is for 
youth currently in grades 5-12 and is filled 
with fun, faith, and fellowship. Winter Camp 
is for camp veterans and newcomers alike. 
Like summer camp, campers are in small 
groups of 10-12 campers with 2 counselors. 
We’ll do as many of our camp activities as 
the weather allows!  

To register, visit www.camphanover.org/
winter-camp/ . For questions, call the camp 

office at (804) 779-2811. 

mailto:eamapp@icloud.com
mailto:embigger@gmail.com).
http://www.camphanover.org/
http://www.camphanover.org/winter-camp/
http://www.camphanover.org/winter-camp/


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Look Who’s Preaching 

December 3     Alex Evans 

December 10     Alex Evans 

December 17     Lessons & Carols  

        (with special music) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
 

December 24 (11:00 am)  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

December 24 (10:00 pm)  Alex Evans 


