
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION 
Holy God, gratitude and joy shape our lives on this day. Easter joy leads us to sing songs of 
praise, to live into hope, and to re-dedicate our lives in loving service. You are indeed 
Emmanuel, God-with-us, yesterday, today, and forever. You are the God of life and purpose, 
victorious over evil and death, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Hallelujah! Amen. 

 

†PRELUDE Prelude on the Easter Hymn Charles Villiers Stanford 
  Victory! Jeffrey Honoré 
  Handbell Choir 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Alex Evans 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
 

INTROIT  Joy is Come! arr. Andrew Carter 
Joy is come! Eastertide! Sing we all far and wide, see the stone rolled aside, Christ our Lord is 
risen, bursting from his prison. Let the sound ring around, and the song now rebound: Christ 
the Lord is risen! Joy is come! Easter morn! With your Lord greet the dawn, He endured 
crown of thorn and the bitter nailing, faithful and unfailing. Tidings tell, chant it well Risen 
Christ in us dwell, o’er the cross prevailing. Easter joy may we bring, welcome, Lord, heaven’s 
King, winter turns into spring, darkness overtaking, and our spirits waking. Praises flow, 
voices grow, sounding far ‘Gloria in excelsis Deo!’

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively) 

 Easter begins in despair. Our life, our love, our hope sealed in the tomb. 
  Who will roll away the stone? 
 Easter takes us by surprise. Evil and death are defeated. 
  To the fallen, help is offered! To those who mourn, great joy is given! 
 To the broken and despairing, hope is revealed! 
  To those in darkness, light appears! To the whole world, life and  
  peace are shared in abundance! 
 Christ is risen! 
  Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 

*Hymn 232 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Easter Hymn 
 

THE CHURCH CELEBRATES 

A RESPONSIVE LITANY FOR EASTER  Alex Fischer 
O Christ, by your resurrection, the heavens and earth rejoice. Alleluia! By your 
resurrection, you broke the power of sin and offer new life.  

  Keep us victorious over sin. 
 By your resurrection, you raised the dead and brought us from death to life. 
  Because you live, we also shall live. 

By your resurrection, you confounded guards and executioners, and filled the 
disciples with joy. 
 Give us joy in your service; we devote our lives to living and loving. 
By your resurrection, you proclaimed good news to all the world; you bring hope 
and love to life everywhere. 
 Direct our lives as your new creation. 
 

 Almighty and wonderful God, even as we claim the great news that 
 Christ is risen, we confess that we remain captive to doubts and fears,  
 bound by ways that lead to despair and death. We often overlook  
 the poor and hungry, and pass by those who mourn. Forgive us, Holy  
 One. Help us to trust your presence and promises, to receive the power  

 of your Spirit, and to live with humility, generosity, faith, and love all  
our days. In so doing, may we embody the abundant joy of the 
resurrection of Christ our Lord. 

(A time of silence is kept) 
 

RESPONSE (sung twice by all)     Hymnal 698 
  Take, O take me as I am, summon out what I shall be. 
  Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Hear the good news: “Do not be afraid. Jesus has been raised.” The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light. Nothing can separate us from     
God’s love. 

May the God of mercy lead us in the ways of life everlasting. May God 
strengthen us in all goodness to live as Easter people. Alleluia! 

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  tune: Sine Nomine 

 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 
 

The Passing of the Peace is not only a greeting but a sharing of God’s peace with one another. 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN  Ginger Evans  
 

Children may depart the sanctuary or return to sit with their parents. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 24:1–12 Pew Bible, p. 860 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM The Easter Song of Praise Richard Shephard 
Sing choirs of heaven! Let saints and angels sing! Around God’s throne exult in harmony! 
Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave! Salute your king in glorious symphony. Sing choirs 
of earth! Behold our light has come! The glory of the Lord shines radiantly, Lift up your 
hearts, for Christ has conquered death! The night is past the day of life is here! Sing church of 
God! Exult with joy outpoured. The gospel trumpets tell of vict’ry won! Your Savior lives: 
he’s with you evermore! Let all God’s people shout the long Amen. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 10:34–43 Pew Bible, p. 895 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON Resurrection Alex Evans 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 Christ is risen! 
  Christ is risen, indeed! 
 Do not forget the light and joy, hope and promises, strength and peace of our  
 God, offered in Jesus Christ this Easter Day. Indeed, remember this: 
  We are called not to be fearful; we are called to love. 
  We are called not to parade our holiness; we are called to gentleness 
       and grace. 
  We are called not to be all-knowing; we are called to trust and serve. 
  We are called not to claim; we are called to give and forgive. 
  We are called not to be victorious; we are called to be obedient. 
  We are called to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God,  

the One whose victory is certain, whose love never ends, whose 
promises are new each day, for our lives and for our world. 

 Christ is risen! 
  Christ is risen, indeed! 
 

*Hymn 238 Thine Is the Glory Judas Maccabeus 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Kathryn Lester-Bacon  
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND GIFTS 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 

 Offertory Allegro Tomaso Albinoni 
 *Grateful Response  tune: Hymn to Joy 
  Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! 
  Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. 
  In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
  Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown! 
 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn 233 The Day of Resurrection! Lancashire 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE Hallelujah (from Messiah) G. F. Handel 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. 
And He shall reign forever and ever, King of kings and Lord of lords.  

(text from Revelation) 
 

*POSTLUDE Toccata Giovanni Battista Martini   
 
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 
DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

 

____________________________ 

* Please stand if you are able. 
† Ushers will seat people here and during the hymns. 
 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
 

Jean N. Gibbons, William S. Gibbons, Dorothy E. Gibbons, 
John A. Fussell, Harry R. Nelson, Elma F. Nelson, 

Hilda E. "Bunny" Dodge 

 



Welcome and God’s peace to you on this EASTER DAY as we gather for 
worship and celebrate the best news of God’s promises and victory. It is our joy to 
greet each other in Christ’s name. Regardless of who you are, or where you have come 
from, or what you are seeking, we welcome you and greet one another as we seek to 
devote our lives as disciples of Christ. May all of us know something of God’s grace and 
presence on this day so that we can depart from this sanctuary to serve God. 

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors for more 
information and be sure to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew. We 
also invite you to leave us your address, phone number, and/or email so that we might 
contact you.  

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday from 9:30-12:15. The 
worship service is live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for worship and 
a place where children of any age can be freer to run and play. We want everyone of every 
age to feel welcome and at home at Second. 

Guest Musician: We welcome trumpeter David “Buddy” Deshler to worship this 
morning. Buddy is a freelance musician and educator who is currently an Adjunct 
Instructor of Trumpet at the University of Richmond.  

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be received today. Please use the 
envelope inserted in the bulletin. These funds make a difference in alleviating suffering 
and bringing transformation through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, and Self Development of People. Please make a check payable to 
Second Presbyterian Church and indicate OGHS on the memo line. 

Fair Trade Coffee: In support of small coffee farmers around the world, we are selling 
several varieties of Fair Trade coffee after worship today at a cost of $8 per bag.  
 

Celebrate Earth Day on April 27 and 28 
 On Saturday, April 27 from 9:00 a.m. until noon, consider participating in Second’s 

workday at Shalom Farms’ urban garden at Union Presbyterian Seminary. Contact 
Jay Morgan (jay.morgan@upsem.edu) if you can join the team. 

 On Sunday, April 28 at 9:30 am, attend the Shalom Farms Presentation in the 
Dining Room Class to learn more about our new mission partner. Analise Adams, 
Program Director, will explain their mission and programs and also talk about their 
new partnership with Union Presbyterian Seminary. 

 At 11:00 am, attend our Special Music Worship Service, celebrating the themes of 
Earth Day, a service where we remember what the Psalms convey so well: all 
creation joins us in praising God. 

 Following worship, engage with the Earthkeeping Mission Fair during fellowship 
hour in the Chapel. Come gather ideas about earthkeeping practices you may want 
to cultivate as deeper expressions of faith.  

 At 5:00 p.m., continue the celebration by attending our casual, interactive Worship 
Nite, the last one of the program year. Worship Nite will resume in September. 

 

Next Sunday, the SPC Choir will sing Joseph Haydn’s Te Deum in C in morning 
worship. Dr. C. Michael Hawn has designed the service to focus on God’s call to care 
for planet earth, expanding upon a key phrase from the Te Deum text: “All the earth 
doth worship you, everlasting God.” The service also will celebrate the 110 years of 
combined service to the choir by Drs. Charley Cooke and Karl Corley, who recently 
retired from singing in the Choir. Continue the celebration at the reception in the 
Chapel, following worship, hosted by the Choir. 
 

Outreach to the City: New Mission Partners at Second Presbyterian is a four-week 
church school series sponsored by Mission Council. You are invited to attend any or all 
of this series at 9:30 a.m. in the Dining Room to learn about Shalom Farms (April 28), 
REAL Life Program (May 5), ReEstablish Richmond (May 12), and Sacred Heart Center 
(May 19). 

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader: Philip Hart 
Greeters: Sloan White (atrium); Katherine Weisiger (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Vernon Mays, Sarah Graper 
Deacon on Duty: Richard Reynolds; Fellowship Hour: Kevin Divins, Amy Thompson 
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader: Jonathan Heckel 
Greeters: Jarl Jackson (atrium); Joani Fergusson (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Anne Grier, Bryan Tims 
Deacon on Duty: Rebecca White; Fellowship Hour: Kathy Morgan, Richard Reynolds 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, April 21 ~ Easter Day 
6:30 am Sunrise  Service 
9:30 am Children’s & Youth Breakfast  
 Adult Church School 
 Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 
Monday, April 22 
10:30 am Walk-In Ministry (4th Monday) 
 
Tuesday, April 23 
6:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 
Wednesday April 24 
12 noon Kerygma Bible Study 
6:00 pm Handbell rehearsal 
7:15 pm Choir rehearsal 

Thursday, April 25 
8:30 am Parking Deck Task Force 
5:30 pm 2PCCC Board meeting 
 

Saturday, April 27 
9:00 am Work Day at Shalom Farms  
 

Sunday, April 28  
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
 Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship (special music) 
12:15 pm Reception hosted by the Choir 
 Earthkeepers Mission Fair 
5:00 pm Worship Nite 
 
Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays AA 
Thursdays Yoga, UKirk Campus Ministry 
Saturdays Families of Inmates 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter  

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk Campus Minister:  Alex Fischer 
Pastoral Interns:  
   Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Youth Minister: Mary Grace Reynolds 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation. 

Second Presbyterian Church 

21 April 2019 

mailto:jay.morgan@upsem.edu

