
 
 

The Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Eleven                                                 September 24, 2017 
   

THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION George Matheson  
O Love, that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in Thee; I give Thee back the 
life I owe, that in Thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. O Joy, that 
seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to Thee; I trace the rainbow 
through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be. Amen.  
       

PRELUDE The Holy City Michael Maybrick 
  His Eye is on the Sparrow arr. Charles Gabriel 

Todd Donovan, bass baritone 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Alex Evans 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

INTROIT From the Rising of the Sun Eric Thiman  
From the rising of the sun until the going down of the same, the Lord’s name be praised. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively)   
 We have come to worship God. 
  We have come to open our hearts to God’s presence and God’s  
  promises. 
 We seek healing for our lives and hope for our world. 
  God is our help and strength, a present help in times of trouble. 
 Come, people of God, rejoice! 
  Come, let us worship together!   
 

*Hymn 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda 
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS  
   

THE CHURCH CELEBRATES AND DEDICATES 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Elizabeth Baril     
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Gracious God, it is a loving comfort to know that you love us 
from the beginning of time, that you cover us with grace, and 
promise never to let us go. Yet we confess that we often live for 
ourselves instead of your purposes; we fail to love even when 
showered by your love. Forgive us and strengthen us to depend 
on you. Release us from the bonds of self-centeredness. Steer us 
away from our quickness to blame others. Re-direct us toward 
lives of compassion and reconciliation. Have mercy on us and re-
fresh us. We do celebrate those moments, small and large, when 
we have loved and served your purposes. Cover us again with 
your Spirit and use your great grace to change us increasingly for 
faithful discipleship. 

A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows. 

RESPONSE   Shepherd Me, O God Hymnal 473 
 

(The choir will sing the refrain first, and then the congregation is invited to join and sing the refrain again.) 
 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 Hear the good news! God’s love is forever. God forgives us and calls us to  
 faith and life as disciples. 
  Thanks be to God, who accepts us and uses all our efforts to  
  promote new life in Christ. Alleluia! 
 

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  Cwm Rhondda 
  Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. 
  Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore. 
  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
  Serving Thee whom we adore, serving Thee whom we adore. 
 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN  Ginger Evans    
Children are invited to come forward at this time. 

 

 Children:  The Lord be with you here. 
     People: The Lord be with you there. 

 

Children may depart the sanctuary for Godly Play or return to sit with their parents. 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION  Guatemala Mission Travelers 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 6:27–36  Pew Bible, p. 838 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM       But Who May Abide (from Messiah) G. F. Handel 
But who may abide the day of His coming, and who shall stand when He appeareth? 

For He is like a refiner's fire.         – Malachi 3:2 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 4 (selections)  Pew Bible, p. 3 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON  Siblings Alex Evans  
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    from A Declaration of Faith 
 The people of God have often misused God’s promises  
  as excuses for doing nothing about present evils. 
 But in Christ the new world has already broken in 
  and the old can no longer be tolerated. 
 We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom. 
 But hope plunges us into the struggle 
  for victories over evil that are possible now 
    in the world, the church, and our individual lives. 

 Hope gives us courage and energy 
  to contend against all opposition,  
  however invincible it may seem, 
  for the new world and the new humanity that are surely coming. 
 Jesus is Lord! 
 He has been Lord from the beginning. 
 He will be Lord at the end. 
 Even now he is Lord. Amen. 
 

*Hymn 372 O for a World Azmon   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
 The Lord be with you.   
  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND GIFTS  
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory Let There Be Peace on Earth Sy Miller, Jill Jackson 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me; let there be peace on earth, the 
peace that was meant to be. With God as our Father, brothers all are we, let me walk 
with my brother in perfect harmony. Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment 
now; with every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: to take each moment and live 
each moment in peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 *Doxology Glory to God Gloria 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 
Glory to God, Glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication   
 

*Hymn 69 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky Here I Am 
 

*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 

 
 

POSTLUDE  
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 
DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 

 
The flowers are given to the Glory of God 
and in memory of Elmer Joseph Nochta 

 
In Our Prayers 
Metropolitan Richmond at Prayer: We pray for schools and educational institutions: 

for healthy relationships between parents, teachers, and students; for 

cooperation between superintendents and administrators of public and private 

schools throughout the city. 
 

For intercession: for all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; and for 

all who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing. 
 

In thanksgiving for New Members Nick & Lori Lape, Keith & Sally Johnston, Tell 

Carlson, Bill Richter, Jarl Jackson, and Sharon & Edson Pederson, which prior 

to worship, the Session met to receive.  



Announcements & Opportunities 
 

Welcome and God’s grace to all who gather for worship today. Regardless of who 
you are, or from where you have come, we welcome you and greet one another as we 
seek to devote our lives as disciples of Christ. We are especially delighted to have 
visitors with us.  

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors for more 
information and be sure to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew.  We 
also invite you leave us your address, phone number, and/or email that we might 
contact you.  

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The worship service is 
live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for a place where children of any age 
can be freer to move about. 

Church School Classes for All Ages: Consider growing in faith and fellowship by 
attending one of these offerings: Children’s Program (1st through 5th grades); Bible 
Study led by Franklin Reding; The church is not a building … led by Michael Bacon; Faith & 
Literature facilitated by Marjorie Clark; and Christian Parenting (1st Sunday each month) 
led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon. For more details, please go to the newsletter found on the 
church’s website. 

Guest Soloist: We welcome back to Second Church American bass-baritone Todd 
William Donovan, who has been described by critics as a singer full of confidence who 
dominates the stage. He is known for his powerful and resonant voice and expressive 
acting. Mr. Donovan is comfortable both on the Opera and Musical Theater stage 
where he has performed throughout the United States. We are grateful to Dodie Rossell 
for organizing Todd’s Richmond visit. Tomorrow evening, at 7 p.m., Todd and Michael 
Simpson will be performing at Covenant Woods. All are invited. 

Presbyterian Women Circle 2 will meet Tuesday, October 3, at the home of Genie 
Schutt, 3320 Loxley Road, at 11 a.m. Our Bible Moderator, Em Key, will lead us in our 
study this year on the theme "Community."  

Photography Exhibition: The Art Committee hopes the congregation enjoys the 
photography of Laura Anne Brooks currently hanging in the gallery hallway. They are 
grateful to Laura Anne for sharing her talents to celebrate Summer into Fall with her 
photographs from nature.  

Second Seniors Potluck Lunch on October 1 following worship. Please sign up at the 
Deacon’s Desk. 

Men’s Ministry: You are invited to a gathering for faith, fellowship, and food at the 
home of Bryan Carr (109 N. Plum Street) on October 1 at 5 p.m. All men of the church 
are invited, and for more information, please contact Bryan (bryancarr@comcast.net). 

Peace and Global Witness Offering will be received on October 1, World 
Communion Sunday. Twenty-five percent of the offering will be donated to the 
International Rescue Committee (IRC), with whom we collaborated to resettle the 
Rahmaty family in Richmond. The remaining 75% will go to peacemaking initiatives 
sponsored by the Presbytery and the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Holy Discontent: Faith & Advocacy in Action: You are invited to a workshop 
sponsored by the Presbytery of the James, on Sunday, October 1, from 2–4 p.m., at 
Union Presbyterian Seminary. Explore faith-based advocacy with the Rev. Jimmie 
Hawkins, Director of the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness. Learn about local 
advocacy efforts with immigrant/refugee issues.  We hope to have a good 
representation from Second Presbyterian. You may register at: http://tinyurl.com/holy-
disc17. 

New Directories: The directories may be picked up at the Deacon’s Desk. Please take 
only one per family initially to be sure there are enough for each family.

This Morning’s Assistants 

Lay Reader:  Don Falls 
Greeters:  Marjorie Clark (atrium door); Katherine Goodpasture (parking deck) 
        Heather Harvey (visitor greeter) 
Deacons on Duty: Leigh Ann McKelway, Richard Reynolds 
Coffee Hour: Sam Highfill, Mary Millet 
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader:  Richard Reynolds 
Greeters:  Judy Cutting (atrium door); Franklin Graham (parking deck) 
Deacons on Duty: Sam Highfill, Kate Nash 
Coffee Hour: Leigh Ann McKelway, Margaret Wade 

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, September 24 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
    

Monday, September 25 
10:30 am Walk-In Ministry  (4th Monday) 
 

Wednesday, September 27 
6:00 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
7:30 pm Choir rehearsal 

Thursday, September 28 
8:30 am Parking Deck Task Force 
5:30 pm 2PCCC Board meeting 
 

Sunday, October 1 ~ World Communion Sunday 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship ~ Communion 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 Second Seniors Lunch 
 

Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays AA and Walk-In 
Thursdays Yoga 
Saturdays Families of Inmates 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 

UKirk Campus Minister: Molly Spangler  
Youth Ministers: Elizabeth Baril, Alex Lester-   
   Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Cliff Anderson 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

 

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation.

 

Second Presbyterian Church 
 

 

  

24 September 2017 

https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=6133&qid=1350335
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=6133&qid=1350335

