
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION   

God of power and might, be with us in this time of worship. As we seek your presence, meet us 
here. As we strive to hear your promises that strengthen our lives, help us hear. As we aspire to 
trust you and serve you with our loving, faithful actions, inspire us. May our eyes be open and our 
lives filled with your newfound love and purpose. Amen. 

 
PRELUDE Meditation Maurice Duruflé  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Alex Evans 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we may contact you. 

 

INTROIT Come and Bless the Lord Jeffrey Riehl 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP        
God’s grace is new every morning and fresh every evening. 

  God’s grace gives us this day and calls us to worship and life in  
  faithful joy and loving service. 
 We are servants and friends, reflections of God, showing Christ’s love to the  
 world. 
  God will make us a light to the nations. 
 Gathered as one community, strengthened by God,  
  Let us worship God.  
 

*Hymn 641 When in Our Music God Is Glorified  Engelberg 
 

THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE 

CALL TO CONFESSION      Alex Fischer 
 

LITANY OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE   
 Let us pray: Gracious God, your thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are your  
 ways our ways. You look at the ugliest soul and see the wings of an angel. 
  We scan the finest of our neighbors, anxious to find flaws. 
 You see our lives in the context of eternity, and make a time for yearning,  
 for waiting, for putting all things in proportion. 
  We demand instant results; we look for tomorrow before savoring  
  today. 
 You come among us, offer light and salvation in Jesus Christ, walking with us,  
 dying for us, loving us through all things.  
  We have trouble seeing you among us and trusting your presence.  
  We seem to prefer our own ways, pursuing our own things, and  
  ignoring you and our neighbor. 
 Your thoughts are not our thoughts, 
  Nor are your ways our ways.   
 

A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows. 
 

RESPONSE (sing twice) Take, O Take Me as I Am          Hymn 698 

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;  
set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

 Not to have our worst confirmed but to have our best liberated, we pray for  
 grace and pardon. 
  Forgive what we have been. Repair in us what is wasted.  
  Reveal to us what is good. 
 And nourish us in every way so that we can trust, follow, and serve Christ in all  
 we do. 
  In the good news of Jesus Christ, we have forgiveness and life. Alleluia. 
 

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  Hymn 583 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   Audrey Rose Howle 
 Questions 
 Prayer 
 Baptism  
 

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE       Jesus Loves Me! 
 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so, 
 Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong. 
  

 Refrain:  Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
    Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

 Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
 Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” 
 Refrain. 

 

 (Children may depart the sanctuary or remain with parents in the pew.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 103:1–14 Pew Bible, p. 482 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM  Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Harold Friedell 
(The text may be found at Hymn 529.) 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 1:21–28 Pew Bible, p. 812 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON Healing Alex Evans  
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 
We believe in God: 

  who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus 
  the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, 
  who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 We trust in God. 
 We are called to be the church: 
  to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in creation, 
  to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
  to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
 We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*Hymn 181 Silence! Frenzied, Unclean Spirit Ebenezer 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    Ginger Evans  
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version)  Hymnal, p. 11 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory     Tantum ergo  Maurice Duruflé 

Translation: So great a sacrament let us venerate with heads bowed, and let the old 
practice give way to a new rite. Let faith provide a supplement for the failure of the 
senses. To the Begetter and the Begotten be praise and jubilation, salvation, honor, 
and power and blessing. To the one proceeding from both be equal praise. Amen. 

 *Doxology   

 
 *Prayer of Dedication     
 

*Hymn 769 For Everyone Born For Everyone Born   
 

*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 

 
 

*POSTLUDE Introduction and Chorale C. V. Stanford 

  
COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 

DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 
____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 

 
The flowers are given to the glory of God and  

in loving memory of 
Elmer Joseph Nochta, Esquire 

 

In Our Prayers ~ For intercession: for all who are recovering, in treatment, or in 
transition; for all who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing; 
and for the youth who are away on retreat this weekend.  
 
In Thanksgiving ~ For the baptism of Audrey Howle, daughter of Laura and 
Brad Howle and sister to Eliza.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiousios


Welcome and God’s peace to you on this Lord’s Day as we gather for 
worship. Regardless of who you are, or where you have come from, or what you 
are seeking, we welcome you and greet one another as we seek to devote our lives as 
disciples of Christ. We are especially delighted to have visitors with us.  

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in life and ministry in this church. We invite you to leave us your 
address, phone number, and/or email on the Friendship Pad, which is found in the 
pew. Also, please be sure to touch base with one of our greeters outside Fifth Street. 

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The worship 
service is live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for a place where 
children of any age can be freer to move about. 

Prayers and Bell Tolling for Richmond City Gun Violence Victims:  
Our bells continue to toll each Wednesday at noon in remembrance for the 2019 
gun violence victims in the city. Please keep the victims and their families in your 
prayers: Jacob S. Jones (September 15). 

Church School for Adults: Come and find your place among us. For adults: 
Dining Room Class (Michael Hawn); Faith & Literature (Marjorie Clark); Faith & 
Film (20s/30s Group - Alex Fischer); and Bible Study (Franklin Reding). You may 
find more information on the church’s website or in the September newsletter. 

UKirk Meal Sign Up: If you’re interested in cooking or providing a meal one 
Thursday evening this fall, please go to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 
10c054babaf29a4fb6-ukirk3. For more information, email Alex Fischer 
(UKirk.rva@gmail.com).  

Second Seniors: Sign up at the Deacon’s Desk for a delightful lunch on Sunday, 
September 29, at Upper Shirley Vineyards. Contact Mary Spain for more 
information at 804-359-2524 or mspain230@gmail.com. 

 

Looking Ahead … 
October 5 ~ The Presbyterian Outlook magazine celebrates its 200th anniversary this 
fall Come hear keynote speakers Dr. Brian Blount, President of Union Presbyterian 
Seminary, and Dr. Ted Wardlaw, President of Austin Theological Seminary as they offer 
reflections on current life in the church and culture and the important role of the 
Presbyterian Outlook. Saturday, October 5, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary, Richmond. Registration required by September 30 (pres-
outlook.org/Outlook200).  Join us for a time of celebration and inspiration! 

October 6 ~ World Communion Sunday celebrated with the DCM churches on 
Fourth Street between Grace and Broad. 

Seminary for A Day: We are blessed with deep connections to Union Presbyterian 
Seminary. On Saturday, September 28, there is a special event with great lectures, 
inspiring workshops, lunch, and fellowship, to engage and enthuse us all. Register 
for Seminary For A Day at https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/ 
451976?&t=688a30051f0ddcb64f4de79954ad7071. 

A Faithful Response to Gun Violence, a four-week church school class sponsored by 
Mission Council, will be held beginning on October 6 in the Dining Room. Speakers 
include Adria Scharf, Richmond Peace Education Center; Rev. Jim Atwood, author of 
Collateral Damage: Changing the Conversation About Faith and Firearms; the Rev. Deanna 
Hollis, the PC(USA)’s newly ordained minister of gun violence; and Dr. Mark Ryan, 
VCU Professor of Population Health. 

Keep current:  www.2presrichmond.org 
 

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader: Becky Hudson 
Greeters: Kathleen Murphy (atrium); Henry Tenser (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Anne Jefferson, Bryan Tims  

Deacon on Duty: Jarl Jackson 
Fellowship Hour: Anne Looney, Debbie Powers, Allison Vogler  
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader: Sloan White 
Greeters: Sloan White (atrium); Terry Sheets (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Nan Boyd, Patrick McDonnell  

Deacon on Duty: Mary Warthen 
Fellowship Hour: Lori Lape, Amy Thompson  
 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, September 22 

9:30 am Church School  for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 Men’s Ministry Task Force 
 

Monday, September 23 
10:30 am Walk In Ministry (4th Monday) 
4:30 pm Budget & Finance 
 

Wednesday, September 25 
12:00 pm Second Course 
6:00 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
7:15 pm Choir rehearsal 

Sunday, September 29 

9:30 am Church School  for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays AA 
Thursdays Yoga, UKirk Campus Ministry 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter 
 

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk & Engagement Minister: Alex Fischer 
Seminary Intern: Mary Grace Reynolds 
Youth Ministers:  
 Connor Ferreri, Molly Smerko 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 
 

 
 

 

 
We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 

regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  
socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation. 

 

Second Presbyterian Church 

22 September 2019 
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