
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION  Meister Eckhart 

God expects but one thing of you: that you should come out of yourself insofar as you are a 
created being and let God be God in you.

 

PRELUDE Kyrie François Couperin 
  By the Waters of Babylon Johann Pachelbel 
   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we may contact you. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     
 Gather us, O God, and we will know your love that makes us one. 

Gather us, O God, and we will celebrate our similarities and 
differences.  

 Gather us, O God, and we will give you the pain of our brokenness. 
  Gather us, O God, and we will share the gifts of your Spirit. 
 This is the day that God has made. 
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

*Hymn 409 God Is Here! Abbot’s Leigh 
 

THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE 

CALL TO CONFESSION    
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Almighty and Tender God, you show us your compassion and call 
us to be your servants. Yet we make ourselves too busy to notice. 
We grow anxious about things we cannot control. We forget to trust 
in your presence and your promises. You see who we truly are, 
including faults and failings, and still you cherish us deeply. Forgive 
us when we become worried about the wrong things. Free us, body 
and soul, from trying to live up to others’ expectations. Release us 
into a life of abundant grace and joyful discipleship.  
 

A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows. 

RESPONSE   Hymnal 288  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 God’s grace is sufficient for all. What we regret, God redeems. What we  
 offer, God receives. Who we are, God celebrates!  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. With great joy, we 
are made alive. Thanks be to the Lord who comes into our lives! 

 

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  tune: Abbot’s Leigh 
Change our sorrow to rejoicing, clothe with gladness all despair; 

Cause unsteady feet that stumble now to dance beneath Thy care. 
Dry the tears we shed in mourning, give us steadfast hope always; 

Fill our hearts with expectation, and our songs with thanks and praise. 
(Psalm 30 from Psalter for Christian Worship by Michael Morgan) 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                       
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you.    

 

(We exchange signs of peace and affirm God’s love in our midst. 
(Children may depart the sanctuary or remain with parents in the pew.) 

 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 18:1–10a Pew Bible, p. 12 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM       Be Thou Faithful Unto Death Felix Mendelssohn 
(from St. Paul oratorio) 

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee a crown of life.  
Be not afraid, my help is nigh. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 10:38–42 Pew Bible, p. 845 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON  Kathryn Lester-Bacon  
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from A Declaration of Faith  

 We believe Christ gives us and demands of us  
  lives in pilgrimage toward God's kingdom.  
 Like Christ we may enjoy on our journey  
  all that sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful.  
 No more than Christ are we spared  
  the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of life in the world.  
 We are in the world, but not of the world.  
 Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other people  
  do not rest in the powers and achievements of this world,  
  but in the coming and hidden presence of God's kingdom.  
 Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom:  
  to serve as he has served us; to take up our cross,  
  risking the consequences of faithful discipleship;  
  to walk by faith, not by sight, to hope for what we have not seen. 
 Glory be to the Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

*Hymn 693 Though I May Speak Gift of Love 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Alex Fischer 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version)  Hymnal, p. 11 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory There is a Balm in Gilead arr. by H.T. Burleigh 

There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in Gilead, 
to heal the sin-sick soul. Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work's in 
vain, but then the Holy Spirit, revives my soul again. If you cannot preach like 
Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, go home and tell your neighbor, "He died to 
save us all."   

  

 *Doxology  tune: Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit ever more; Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen. 
 

 *Prayer of Dedication     
 
*Hymn 432 How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord Repton   

  
*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 

 
 
*POSTLUDE Praeludium in G Minor Dietrich Buxtehude  

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 
DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 

 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of 

Mrs. Ruby Mae Love Fairchild 
Mrs. Alice Kinker Holt  

Mrs. Jean Sims 
Mrs. Ruby Garrett (USN) 

 
In Our Prayers 
For intercession: for all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; and for 
all who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiousios


Welcome and God’s peace to you on this Lord’s Day as we gather for 
worship. Regardless of who you are, or where you have come from, or what 
you are seeking, we welcome you and greet one another as we seek to devote 
our lives as disciples of Christ. We are especially delighted to have visitors with 
us.   

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all 
that happens in life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors 
for more information and be sure to sign the Friendship Pad, which is found in 
the pew. We also invite you to leave us your address, phone number, and/or 
email so that we might contact you. Also, please be sure to touch base with one 
of our greeters outside the main door on Fifth Street after worship. 

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We 
have a wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The 
worship service is live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for a 
place where children of any age can be freer to move about. 

Summer Break: We give thanks today for the musical gifts and talents of 
Nathan Bick who enriches our worship while our choir enjoys a summer respite. 

Fair Trade Coffee will be sold today in the Chapel after worship. Each bag sold 
supports farmers in co-ops around the world. Each bag is $8. Second Church is 
in the top 5% nationwide of church coffee sales from Equal Exchange, our fair 
trade vendor. 

Save the Date ~ Second Seniors Trip in August: Jackson Ward Sites and 
Flavors, Tuesday, August 13. Learn more about this historic part of our city. Meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Black History Museum (122 W. Leigh Street, 780-9093; 
admission $8 for seniors); followed by a stop at the Maggie Walker House (600 
N. 2nd Street, 731-2017; admission free). Lunch at Mama J’s on First Street. Sign 
up today at Deacon's Desk or by calling Mary Spain (359-2524).   

Do you receive the regular Wednesday email to the church family? This 
communication includes reminders and updates about life and ministry as well 
as spiritual words from Alex. Leave your email address to be added to the list.  

Thanks for your presence and prayers, your participation and pledges 
through these summer months. It costs the church approximately 
$23,000/week to maintain all the facilities and significant ministries of Second 
Presbyterian. This mission calls forth the energy and faithfulness of all of us 
together for God’s work.  

Summer Hours: Please note that the office closes at 2:00 p.m. on Fridays. 
Please plan accordingly. 

 
Upcoming Events 

Midsummer Potluck Celebration ~ July 28 (please see insert) 
Women’s Retreat at Montreat ~ August 9-11 

Second Seniors Trip ~ August 13 
 

Keep current by regularly checking www.2presrichmond.org 
Use the church's app: 2ndpresrva 

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader: Terry Sheets 
Greeters: Tom Flynn (atrium); Jonathan Heckel (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Sarah Graper, Heather Harvey 

Deacon on Duty: Debbie Powers  
Fellowship Hour: Debbie Powers, Allison Vogler 
Refreshments: Ann Posey, Allison Vogler 
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader: Becky Hudson 
Greeters: Katherine Goodpasture (atrium); Marian English (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Lucretia McCulley, Jeff Wells 

Deacon on Duty: Mary Millet  
 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

 
Today, July 21 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
 

Monday, July 22 
10:30 am Walk In Ministry (4th Monday) 
 

Tuesday, July 23 
9:30 am Staff meeting 

 
Sunday, July 28 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Deacons’ Midsummer Celebration  
 
 

Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays AA 
Thursdays Yoga 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
 

Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter 
Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk & Engagement Minister: Alex Fischer 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 
 

 
 

 

 
We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 

regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  
socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation. 

 

Second Presbyterian Church 

21 July 2019 

http://www.2presrichmond.org/

