
 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
Worship begins when you arrive in this space. Reflect and pray in these music-filled 
moments and open yourself to God’s grace and presence, especially as the nativity of Christ 
approaches. Prepare your heart to discover God’s light and to bear that light and peace in 
your life and for the world. 

 
†PRELUDE  “Chorale” Camille Saint-Saëns 

(from Christmas Oratorio) 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Alex Evans 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 

 

Please sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews and  
provide us with your contact information if you are a visitor. 

 
*Hymn 140 Once in Royal David’s City Irby 

stanza 1: soloist only 
stanzas 2-4: all 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Hannah & Matt Franz 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE (seated)  tune: Veni Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

BIDDING PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Leader:  May God bless us with God’s grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting 
life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring 
us all.   
 

All:  Amen. 

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3 Pew Bible, p. 2 
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise   

and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head. 
 

CAROL Adam lay ybounden Boris Ord 
Adam lay ybounden,  
Bounden in a bond; 

Four thousand winter, 
Thought he not too long. 

 

And all was for an apple, 
An apple that he took. 

As clerkes finden, 
Written in their book. 

 

Nay had the apple taken been, 
The apple taken been, 

Nay had never our lady, 
Of been heaven a queen. 

Blessed be the time 
That apple taken was, 

Therefore we moun singen: 
Deo gratias! 

 
SECOND LESSON Isaiah 9 Pew Bible, p. 555 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 
 

CAROL  The Sussex Carol arr. Elaine Hagenberg 
 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 
To hear the news the angels bring; 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
To hear the news the angels bring; 
News of great joy news of great mirth, 
News of our merciful King's birth 
 

Then why should men on earth be so sad, 
Since our Redeemer made us glad; 
Then why should men on earth be so sad, 
Since our Redeemer made us glad; 
When from our sin he set us free, 
All for to gain our liberty. 

When sin departs before his grace 
Then life and health come in its place. 
When sin departs before his grace 
Then life and health come in its place. 
Angels and all with joy may sing, 
All for to see the newborn King. 
 

All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night; 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night, 
“Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Now and forever more,” Amen! 

 
THIRD LESSON Isaiah 11 Pew Bible, p. 558 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
 

CAROL There Is No Rose Alan Smith 
There is no rose of such virtue 
As is the rose that bare Jesu; 
    Alleluia. 
For in this rose contained was 
Heaven and earth in little space: 
    Res miranda. (a wonderful thing) 
By that rose we may well see 
There be one God in persons three: 
    Pares forma. (of equal form) 
The angels sungen the shepherds to:  
Gloria in excelsis deo: (glory to God in the highest) 
    Gaudeamus. (let us rejoice) 
Leave we all this worldly mirth,  
And follow we this joyful birth; 
    Transeamus. (let us go) 
     – anonymous 15th cent. 

 
FOURTH LESSON Luke 1 Pew Bible, p. 831 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

CAROL Born in a Stable Philip Stopford 
 

Born in a stable in Bethlehem, 
Gently in manger laid, 
Jesus the King of the human race 
Grant us your holy peace. 
 

Mary and Joseph watch o’er Him there, 
Oxen and ass by their side. 
Worship together the holy babe, 
Savior of all mankind. 

 

 

Far from the East there came the Wise Men three 
Bearing their gifts for a King. 
Kneeling to Him who would save the world, 
Jesus the Lord of all. 
 

Though for our Savior no room was found, 
Son of the highest of all, 
Still in our hearts there is room for you, 
Come with your holy peace. 

*Hymn 113 Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria 
 
FIFTH LESSON Luke 2 Pew Bible, p. 832 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

CAROL See Amid the Winter’s Snow Dan Forrest 
Alleluia! 
See amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on earth below, 
See the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years. 
 

Chorus 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 

Alleluia! 
Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the lofty skies; 
He, who throned in light sublime 
Sits amid the cherubim. Chorus 
 

Alleluia! 
Sacred infant, all divine, 
What a tender love was Thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss, 
Down to such a world as this. Chorus 
Alleluia! 

 

SIXTH LESSON Matthew 2  Pew Bible, p. 783 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND GIFTS  
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory    Candlelight Carol John Rutter 

 

How do you capture the wind on the water? 
How do you count all the stars in the sky? 
How can you measure the love of a mother? 
Or how can you write down a baby's first cry? 
 

Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow 
Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 
Gloria! Gloria in excelsis deo 
Angels are singing; the Christ child is born 
 

Shepherds and wise men will kneel and adore him 
Seraphim round him their vigil will keep 
Nations proclaim him their Lord and their Saviour 
But Mary will hold him and sing him to sleep 
 

Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow 
Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 
Gloria! Gloria in excelsis deo 
Angels are singing; the Christ child is born 
 

Find him at Bethlehem laid in a manger 
Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay 
Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation 
A child with his mother that first Christmas Day 
 

Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow 
Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 
Gloria! Gloria in excelsis deo 
Angels are singing; the Christ child is born 

 

 RESPONSE  tune: Cranham 

 
 
SEVENTH LESSON John 1 Pew Bible, p. 862 

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 



*Hymn 133  O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles 
 (omit stanza 2) 

*COLLECT AND BLESSING 
 

*Hymn 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn 
 

POSTLUDE Grand Choeur Theodore Dubois 
 
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 
DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

 ____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 
† Ushers will seat people here and during the hymns. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of 
John P. (Jack) Ackerly III 

 
INSTRUMENTALISTS 

 Mike Davison, trumpet  Mark La Fratta, trombone 
 Daniel Lewis, trumpet Stephanie Ycaza, tuba 
 Amanda Burton, French horn Ray Breakall, percussion 

 
SOLOIST 

Amanda Simon, soprano 
 

SECOND CHURCH CHOIR 
Jeffrey Riehl, director 

Michael Simpson, organist 
Annette Sparks, pianist 

 
READERS 

Ben Brannan 
Chris Rimbault 

Alex Lester-Abdalla 
Sloan White 
Alex Fischer 

Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Alex Evans 

 
 

The congregation is invited to the Deacons’ Holiday Reception 
in the Chapel following this morning’s service. 

 

 

 

 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color, 

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation.

Welcome and God’s peace to you on this Third Sunday of Advent as we gather 
for worship. Regardless of who you are, or where you have come from, we welcome 
you and greet one another as we seek to devote our lives as disciples of Christ. We are 
especially delighted to have visitors with us. Please be sure to sign the Friendship 
Register, which is found in the pew. 

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The worship service is 
live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for a place where children of any age 
can be freer to move about. 

The Christmas Joy Offering Received Today is shared equally by the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions and Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools and 
colleges, which enable students to develop their gifts and find their calling. Our former 
sexton, Cliff Anderson, receives support in his retirement from this offering. Please 
make checks payable to Second Presbyterian Church and indicate “Joy Offering” on the 
memo line. An envelope is inserted for convenience. 

Sunday Nite Worship This Evening at 5:00 p.m. in the Chapel: with a Scripture, 
music, and the Lord's Supper. There will be a special emphasis on "healing and 
wholeness" for all who have been touched by grief, illness, loss, or other darkness. 
Come and bring a friend who might benefit from worship and fellowship.  

 
Christmas Eve Services 
  5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion 
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion  

This Morning’s Assistants 
Greeters: Katherine Goodpasture (atrium door); Cathy Howard (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Heather Harvey, Lucretia McCulley 
Deacon on Duty: Rebecca White 
 
 

Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader:  Elva Mapp 
Greeters:  Franklin Graham (atrium door); Jacy Jacob (parking deck) 
Deacon on Duty:  Frederick Helm 
Coffee Hour: Kevin Divins, Frank Wagner 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, December 16 ~ Advent 3 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
9:30 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship ~ Lessons & Carols 
12:15 pm Deacons’ Holiday Reception 
5:00 pm Worship Nite  
 
Monday, December 17 
 Newsletter submission deadline 
10:30 am Walk-In Ministry (3rd Monday) 
 
Tuesday, December 18 
9:30 am Staff meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 19 
8:30 am Park Deck Project meeting 
10:00 am Day Book Group 
6:00 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 

Friday, December 21 
11:00 am Memorial Service: McKinnon 
 

Sunday, December 23 ~ Advent 4 
11:00 am Worship (with Pageant) 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 

Monday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve 
10:30 am Walk-In Ministry 
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service with 

Communion 
10:00 pm Candlelight Service with 

Communion 
 

Tuesday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day 
 Church office closed 
 

Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays AA  
Thursdays Yoga 
Saturdays Families of Inmates 

 

Second Presbyterian Church 

16 December 2018 

http://www.pensions.org/PlansAndPrograms/AssistanceProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.pensions.org/PlansAndPrograms/AssistanceProgram/Pages/default.aspx


  

 


