
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION   
Take my life, Lord. Put me to doing your work and your will in the world so that lost and 
hungry souls may be attracted to your care and mercy and be drawn into the embrace of your 
abiding love and hope. In Christ’s name. Amen.  

 
PRELUDE Simple Gifts Joseph Brackett  

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 Alex Evans 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pew. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we can contact you. 

 
INTROIT  harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively)    
 Rejoice in God, always! Again, I say rejoice. 
  For God has gathered us together from all the corners of the earth  
  to be present now, to sing and pray and prosper as God’s people. 
 We come to know the joyful unity of worship and life as God’s people. 
  We rejoice in God, always!  
 This is the day that God has made. 
  Let us be glad in it. Let us worship God.
 
*Hymn 81 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken Austrian Hymn 
 
 

THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
O God of Life, you make us in your own image, and remain present with 
us through all things. Yet in our daily living, even with our best efforts, we 
fail you. Grant us your forgiveness for our careless thoughts, our 
thoughtless deeds, our empty speech, and the words with which we have 
wounded others. Shape what we do, inform what we say, and redeem who 

we are, through Jesus Christ, our Life and Light.  
 

(A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows.) 

 
RESPONSE (sung twice by all)   

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 God’s love overcomes all things, including our sins and failure.  
 In Jesus Christ we have forgiveness and life.  
  Thanks be to God, in Whom we place our hope.  
  Thanks be to God, with Whom we seek to live in love and service. 
  Alleluia. Amen  
 

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  tune: Austrian Hymn 

I will ever sing Thy praises, for all time, Thy name I’ll bless; 
Without peer is Thy great glory, limitless Thy righteousness. 
Each new generation numbers all thy blessings as their own; 

To the earth’s most far-flung regions is Thy majesty made known. 
  (from Psalm 145, Psalter for Christian Worship, by Michael Morgan) 

  
THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN  Ginger Evans 
  Children may depart the sanctuary or remain with parents in the pew. 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 24 Pew Bible, p. 436 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM The Rune of Hospitality Alf Houkom 
I saw a stranger yestreen; I put food in the eating place, drink in the drinking place, 
music in the listening place, and in the name of the Triune he blessed myself and my 
house, my cattle and my dear ones, and the lark said in her song often, often, often, 
goes the Christ in the stranger's guise, often, often, often, goes the Christ in the 
stranger's guise.                                                                              (text from the Gaelic) 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 13:1–8   Pew Bible, p. 825 

 This is the Word of the Lord.   
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON Birthpangs Alex Evans 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from A Brief Statement of Faith 
 In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
  we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  whom alone we worship and serve. 
 With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing 
  in life or in death can separate us from the love of God                          
  in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 Glory be to God.  Alleluia.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn 345 In an Age of Twisted Values Church United 
(The Choir will sing the first verse; the congregation will join in on the second.) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Ben Brannan 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory  Slane Irish melody   

Cory Blake, guitar; Amy Blake, flute 

 *Doxology  Old Hundredth Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise, God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn 361 O Christ, the Great Foundation Aurelia 
 
*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE  Vivace Jean Baptiste Loeillet  

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 
DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

__________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 

 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 
and in memory of  

 

Robert Donald Murphy, Jr. 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
For intercession: For all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; and for all 
who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing; and Katherine Lester-
Bacon while on parental leave. 

Metropolitan Richmond at Prayer:  We pray for persons in financial need: For 
healthy marriages; for constructive, safe, and caring households for the bringing 
up and nurturing of children, and caring for the elderly.  

 
 

  



Announcements & Opportunities 
 

Welcome and God’s grace to all who gather for worship on this day. May God’s 
grace and presence touch all of our lives as we greet each other, open our hearts in 
praise to God, sing, pray, listen, and commit our lives again to God’s purposes.   

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in the life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors for more 
information and be sure to sign the Friendship Pad, which is found in the pew. We 
invite you to leave us your address, phone number, and/or email. Also, please be sure to 
touch base with one of our greeters outside the main door on Fifth Street after worship.   

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The worship service is 
live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for a place where children of any age 
can be freer to move about. 

Church School in November: Each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.: Children meet in the Music 
Room on the second floor for choir and then Bible-based classes. Youth meet in the 
Youth Suite on the third floor; Adults can select from four classes: Dining Room Class is 
exploring “Waking Up White”; Bible Study Class exploring the Gospel of John; Faith 
and Literature Class. The Advent Banner art class concludes next Sunday, November 
25. We hope you will find your place among these options. 

Children’s Thanksgiving Offering: Please make your check payable to Second 
Presbyterian Church and indicate on the check or the envelope how you would like your 
gift applied. An envelope is included for your convenience.  

As we move through Stewardship Season, thanks be to God for devoted members 
and generous hearts. If you have not turned in your pledge and engagement cards, 
please do so soon! Extra cards may be found at the Deacons’ Desk and on the credenza.  

Equal Exchange Coffee and Guatemala Fair Trade Crafts, including some 
Christmas items, will be for sale today during coffee hour. Look for a table near Fair 
Trade Coffee. Each bag of coffee is $8.00 and supports the local farmers around the 
world. Coffee will next be sold on December 2 and 16. Craft sales further our ministry 
in Guatemala. Plan to pay in cash or by check. 

Sunday Nite Worship Tonight: This additional service is an alternative worship time 
and style: informal, with guitar music and lively singing, participatory worship, and 
communion. Worship will be led by Alex Evans and Alex Lester-Abdalla; music led by 
David Wilson. We will watch a video, reflect on scripture, and seek to commit our lives 
to the ways of discipleship. Come and join us! 

SPC Men's Ministry will meet tomorrow, November 19, at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Greg and Betty Dickie, 9404 Michelle Place, Henrico, 23229, to enjoy some fellowship, 
food (snacks), faith, and fun! All men are invited. 

Name Tag Update: If you are looking for your new name tag, please check the name 
tag stands in the hallway behind the sanctuary.  

Holiday Memorial Service at St. Stephen’s, November 26, at 7:00 p.m. 

100th Birthday Celebration for Bob Bluford at Overbrook Presbyterian Church on 
December 2 from 2:30–5:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Michelle (310-6531) no later than 
today. 

The Deacons Want to Know if You are Interested in: 
 Providing meals or transportation for members in need? 

Contact mary.warthen@gmail.com 
 

 Providing food for the Holiday Reception on December 16? 
Contact thepowers75@gmail.com 

 

 Providing visitation for long-term care members? 
Contact becky.white@verizon.net 

 

Keep current by regularly checking www.2presrichmond.org  

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader:  Cathy Howard 
Greeters:  Lucretia McCulley (atrium); Julia Carr (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Anne Jefferson, Bryan Tims 
Deacon on Duty:  Rebecca White 
Fellowship Hour:  Mary Millet, Debbie Powers 
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader:  David Wilson 
Greeters:  Lucretia McCulley (atrium); Julia Carr (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Lucretia McCulley, Jeff Wells 
Deacon on Duty:  Amie Finney 
Fellowship Hour:  Mary Warthen, Minor Weisiger 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, November 18  
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship  
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
5:00 pm Worship Nite 
 

Monday, November 19  
10:30 am Walk In Ministry (3rd Monday) 
 

Tuesday, November 20 
5:30 pm Council Chairs 
6:00 pm Session meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 21 
8:30 am Trustees’ meeting 

Thursday & Friday, November 22-23 
Church office closed for Thanksgiving 

 

Sunday, November 25  
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship  
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 
 

 
Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays AA 
Thursdays Yoga 
Saturdays Assisting Families of Inmates 

 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter 

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk Campus Minister:  Alex Fischer 
Pastoral Interns:  
   Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Youth Minister: Mary Grace Reynolds 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation.  

Second Presbyterian Church 

15 April 2018 
18 November 2018 
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