
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION     
God of mercy, grant that the Word you speak this day may take root in our hearts, and bear 
fruit in your world to honor Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
PRELUDE Grave and Adagio Felix Mendelssohn  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 Alex Evans 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we can contact you. 

 
INTROIT Halle, Halle, Halle  Caribbean melody 
   arr. John Bell 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively)    
As we gather to worship God, we call on the power of God. 

  God be in our thinking and in our speaking. 
 As we come into God’s presence, we look for the presence of God. 
  God be in our acting, and in our stillness. 
 As we open our hearts and lives, we look for God’s Spirit. 
  God be in our eyes and in our hearts. Let us worship God. 
 
*Hymn 386 Come, Worship God O Quanta Qualia 
 

THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Merciful God, though we strive always to live as disciples, we confess that 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you or others 
with our whole heart and lives. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, following Christ our Lord.  
 

(A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows.) 
 

RESPONSE (sung twice by all)   

 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 
  In Jesus Christ we have forgiveness and life. 
 May the God of mercy who forgives us also strengthen us in new life. 
  And may the power of God’s Spirit direct us in all things. Alleluia!

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  tune: O Quanta Qualia 

Lord, we have come at your own invitation, 
Chosen by you, to be counted as friends; 

Yours is the strength that sustains dedication; 
Ours, a commitment we know never ends. 

  
THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN  Ginger Evans 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 
 

  Children may depart the sanctuary or remain with parents in the pew. 
 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT      Why I Am Engaged at Second Chris Reina 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Romans 12:9–13  Pew Bible, p. 922 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                  Song of Exaltation John Ness Beck 
Hath the rain a father?  Who hath begotten the drops of dew? Canst thou send 
lightnings to cause it to rain on the earth, to satisfy the waste ground? Have we not 
all one father? Hath not one God created us? Who hath gathered the wind in His 
fists? Who can number the clouds in wisdom? He that formeth the mountains and 
createth the wind, the Lord, the God of hosts is His name! Let the heavens be glad, 
and let the earth rejoice, and let men say among the nations: thy God reigneth! Let 
the sea roar and the fullness thereof; let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein; and 
let men say among the nations: thy God reigneth! Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
for ever and ever! Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Give unto the Lord the glory due 

His name. Amen.         – Text adapted from the Old Testament by the Composer 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 19:1–11   Pew Bible, p. 13 
 This is the Word of the Lord.   
  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Biblical Hospitality in the Contemporary Church  Rodney Sadler 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 
We believe in God whose love is the Source of all life and the Desire 
of our lives, whose love was given a human face in Jesus of 
Nazareth, whose love was crucified by the evil that waits to enslave 
us all, and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise 
of freedom.   
 

Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt, in 
God we trust; and, in the name of Jesus Christ, we commit 
ourselves, in the service of others, to seek justice and to live in 
peace, to care for the earth and to share the commonwealth of God’s 
goodness, to live in the freedom of forgiveness and the power of the 
Spirit of love, and in the company of the faithful so to be the church, 
for the glory of God. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 340 This Is My Song  Finlandia 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Alex Evans 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory Lord, in Thy Mercy Grant Us Peace  Felix Mendelssohn 

Lord, in thy mercy grant us peace 
Throughout all generations; 

Thou art alone our sword and shield, 
Lord who dost guide the nations. 
Defend us, O God, we pray thee. 
Original German text by Martin Luther 

English version by John Rutter 

 *Doxology  Old Hundredth Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise, God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn 749 Come! Live in the Light! We Are Called 
 
*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE  Prelude in A Major J. S. Bach     

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 
DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

__________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 

 

 
The flowers are given to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of 
 

Pete and Mimi Peters 
Catherine and Bruce Brown  

 
In Our Prayers 
For intercession: For all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; and for all 
who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing; and for Kathryn 
Lester-Bacon, and her family, during her maternity leave. 

Metropolitan Richmond at Prayer:  We pray public, non-profit, and religious social 
service work and ministries: For all who suffer from addiction, dependency or 
co-dependency of any sort, for twelve-step programs, recovery programs, 
therapists, and addiction counselors.  

  



Announcements & Opportunities 
 

Welcome and God’s grace to all who gather for worship on this day. May God’s 
grace and presence touch all of our lives as we greet each other, open our hearts in 
praise to God, sing, pray, listen, and commit our lives again to God’s purposes.   

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in the life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors for more 
information and be sure to sign the Friendship Pad, which is found in the pew. We 
invite you to leave us your address, phone number, and/or email. Also, please be sure to 
touch base with one of our greeters outside the main door on Fifth Street after worship.   

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday.  

We welcome today to our pulpit, and for a full day of teaching and preaching, Dr. 
Rodney Sadler. Rodney is our inaugural preacher and teacher in the August & Virginia 
Davis Enrichment Series. He is Associate Professor of Bible at the Charlotte campus of 
Union Presbyterian Seminary. He led Church School, he is preaching this morning, and 
he will also speak this evening at Worship Nite.  

Worship Nite Tonight: All are invited to gather around the Lord’s Table at 5 p.m. in 
the Chapel for inspiration and nourishment with David Wilson as music leader and Dr. 
Rodney Sadler speaking on “Tzedek, tirdof; Justice only shall you pursue.” All are 
invited and encouraged to participate in the final phase of this enrichment series. 

Church School: Each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.: Children meet in the Music Room on the 
second floor for choir and then Bible-based classes. Youth meet in the Youth Suite on 
the third floor; Adults can select from four classes: Dining Room Class; Bible Study 
Class exploring the Gospel of John; Faith and Literature Class; and Parents of Young 
Children meet once a month. We hope you will find your place among these options. 

Searching for a Home: Evictions and Affordable Housing in Richmond concludes 
next Sunday in the Dining Room at 9:30 a.m.  Christie Marra, Virginia Poverty Law 
Center & Campaign to Reduce Evictions, will discuss Richmond's high eviction rate. 

Faith-based Advocacy requires prayer, action and education. Advocacy priorities at 
Second Presbyterian for 2018-2019 include refugee/immigrant issues, reducing gun 
violence and climate concerns. To stay informed, please join the "Advocacy@2ndPres" 
email list. Send your name and email address to Lucretia McCulley 
at lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com. 

Fair Trade Coffee Sales Today in the Chapel: Each bag sold supports local farmers 
working through co-ops around the world, and it’s available at $8.00 per bag. Buy it for 
yourself, as a gift, or for our UKirk ministry.  

Guatemala Fair Trade Crafts also for sale today during fellowship hour. Look for a 
table on the stage along with the Fair Trade Coffee table. Sales further Second’s ministry 
in Guatemala. Please plan to pay in cash or by check. 

New Name Tags for Members: If you would like a magnetic name tag with your 
name printed on it, please add your name to the sign-up sheet located on the small table 
in the Atrium. When ready, they will be left on the same table for pickup. 

Art Class forming for Advent banner making led by Hannah Garrity on Sundays, 
October 28 and November 4, 18, and 25. Hannah is a creative collaborator for 
Sanctified Art (sanctifiedart.org) and is offering this class to Second! Hannah 
serves as Liturgical Artist at the Montreat Conference Center in North Carolina.   

Special Guest Soloist on October 28: During Worship next Sunday, October 28, 
Todd Donavon, bass-baritone, is singing two anthems and is also performing during 
Fellowship Hour in the Chapel. An enhanced refreshment time is provided by the 
deacons. 
 

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader:  Vernon Mays 
Greeters:  Elva Mapp (atrium); Vernon Mays (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Sloan White, Lucretia McCulley 
Deacon on Duty:  Amie Finney 
Fellowship Hour: Patrick McDonnell, Frank Wagner 
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader:  Richard Reynolds 
Greeters:  Sloan White (atrium); Anne McDonnell (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters:  Lucretia McCulley, Jeff Wells 
Deacons on Duty:  Kevin Divins, Kathy Morgan 
Fellowship Hour:  Kate Nash, Treva Thomas 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today October 21  
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour and Coffee Sales 
5:00 pm Worship Nite 
 

Monday, October 22 
10:30 am Walk In Ministry (3rd Monday) 
 

Tuesday, October 23 
6:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 

Wednesday, October 24 
12 noon Kerygma Bible Study 
6:30 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 

Thursday, October 25 
8:30 am Parking Deck Task Force 
5:30 pm 2PCCC Board meeting 
 

Sunday, October 28  
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 
 
Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays AA 
Thursdays Yoga 
Saturdays Assisting Families of Inmates 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter 

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk Campus Minister:  Alex Fischer 
Pastoral Interns:  
   Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Youth Minister: Mary Grace Reynolds 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation.  

Second Presbyterian Church 

15 April 2018 

21 October 2018 
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