
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION   
Merciful God, were it not for your love and mercy, I would remain lost in discouragement. 
Thank you for your extravagant grace and boundless presence. In this hour hold me in love and 
care, as a mother cradles her child. Amen. 

 

†PRELUDE                O Bemoan Thy Sin J. S. Bach  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Alex Evans  
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we can contact you. 

 
INTROIT  Adoramus te, Christe Théodore Dubois 

Thee we adore, O Savior, bless thee and praise thee forever; for on the holy cross 
thou hast the world from sin redeemed. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively)  adapted from Sanctified Art   
 We cultivate the earth 
  when we till the ground and lay new seeds. 
 We cultivate safe space 
  when we pay attention to what others need.  
 We cultivate worship 
  when we come together, our hearts on our sleeves.  
 For the God of the earth, who is the God of our hearts, is near.  
  Let us worship Holy God. 
 
*Hymn 53 O God, Who Gives Us Life Noel 
   

THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Alex Evans  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  from The Book of Common Worship 
 We confess that often we have failed to receive and give love; 
  to care for others as we care for ourselves; 
  to forgive and accept forgiveness. 
 We remember good intentions that were not put into actions; 
  harsh words that were hurtful; selfish purposes that caused pain; 
  persistent pride that would not yield. 
 Gracious God forgive us and help us to forgive others; 
  heal us from the pain of self-condemnation; 
  free us from the burden of failures that cannot be corrected; 
  renew us with your loving assurance that our sins  
   have been forgiven. 

 

A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE  Kyrie eleison John Becker 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

Hear the good news! 
 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

May the God of mercy forgive us of all our sins, 
  strengthen us in all goodness, and keep us in the love of Christ. 
   
*GRATEFUL RESPONSE Glory Be to the Father Hymnal 581  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN  Ginger Evans  
 

Children may depart the sanctuary or return to sit with their parents. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 61:1–7 Pew Bible, p. 603 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM Ask, and It Shall Be Given You Jonathan Adams  

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you; seek, and ye shall find. For whosoever asketh receiveth, and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. Amen.
 Matthew 7:7-8 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 5:5 Pew Bible, p. 785 
 This is the Word of the Lord.   
  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Turn Alex Lester-Abdalla 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from  A Brief Statement of Faith 
 In life and in death we belong to God.  
 We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve. 
 We trust in Jesus Christ who proclaimed the reign of God:  
  preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,  
  teaching by word and deed.  
 We trust in God whom Jesus called Abba, Father who acts with 
  justice and mercy to redeem creation in everlasting love.  
 We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of  
  life who in a broken world gives us courage.  
 With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing can  
  separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Hymn 731 Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm Repton   
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory Lamb of God F. M. Christiansen 

Lamb of God most holy, who on the cross didst suffer, patient, still, and 
lowly. Thyself to scorn didst offer. Our sins by thee were taken, or hope had 
us forsaken. Have mercy on us, O Jesu. Grant unto us thy peace. 
  Nikolaus Decius, tr. Arthur Russell 

  

 *Lenten Doxology  Old Hundredth Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise, God, throughout these forty days;  
praise Christ our Lord, whom God did raise; 

and praise the Spirit who inparts 
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication     
 
*Hymn 100    My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout Star of the County Down 
 
*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 

 
  
*POSTLUDE O Lamb of God Johann Pachelbel 

 
COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 

DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 
† Ushers will seat people here and during the hymns. 

 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and 
in memory of 

 

Judge Samuel B. Witt, Jr. 
Elizabeth McDearmon Witt 

 
In Our Prayers 
For intercession: for all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; and for 
all who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing. 

Metropolitan Richmond at Prayer: We pray for health care in Richmond: For 
emergency response personnel and all emergency room staff; for hospitals, 
nursing homes, and hospice programs; and for persons diagnosed with 
terminal illness. 
 



Welcome and God’s peace to all who gather for worship on this Second 
Sunday in Lent. Regardless of who you are, or where you have come from, 
we welcome you and greet one another as we seek to devote our lives as 
Disciples of Christ. We are especially delighted to have visitors with us.   

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore 
all that happens in life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the 
pastors for more information and be sure to sign the Friendship Pad, which 
is found in the pew. We also invite you to leave us your address, phone 
number, and/or email so that we might contact you. Also, please be sure to 
touch base with one of our greeters outside the main door on Fifth Street 
after worship. 

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We 
have a wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The 
worship service is live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for a 
place where children of any age can be freer to move about. 

Sunday Nite Worship today at 5:00 p.m. takes place in the Chapel. This 
additional service is an alternative worship time and style: informal, with 
guitar music and lively singing, participatory worship, and communion. 
Worship will be led by Alex Fischer; music led by David Wilson.  

Fair Trade Coffee will be sold today in the Chapel after worship. Each bag 
sold supports farmers working through co-ops around the world. Sale price 
is $8.00 per bag. Coffee is sold on the first and third Sundays unless 
otherwise noted. 

Note: This Lent: we cultivate; we let go. The tree in the sanctuary, placed by 
the Arts Committee, awaits our expressions. Find paper located in the 
baskets around the church, and write down all that we seek to cultivate and 
all that we seek to let go. These expressions will be made into origami 
ornaments and hung on the tree. This congregational effort seeks to help 
form us as disciples. 

Second Seniors will sponsor a “potluck lunch” after worship in the Dining 
Room on Sunday, March 24, with guest speaker David Fuller who will share 
“The Polegreen Story” covering 200 years of history. Please sign up at the 
Deacon’s Desk. 

Adult Education in March: You are invited to the Dining Room Class, 
Reading the Psalms during Lent led by Dr. Sam Adams; Bible Study on the 
passion narrative of the Gospel of John led by Franklin Reding; or Faith & 
Literature Reconciliation led by Marjorie Clark. New for young adults: Faith and 
Film led by Kathryn Lester-Bacon and Alex Fischer. Please see newsletter for 
more details.  

New Church Officers: Please keep them in your prayers as they have 
officer training this weekend. The Session will examine and receive them on 
Tuesday. 

 

Keep current by regularly checking www.2presrichmond.org. 
Use the church's app found in the mobile app store: 2ndpresrva. 

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 

Lay Reader:  Lucretia McCulley 
Greeters: Lucretia McCulley (atrium); Heather Harvey (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Patrick McDonnell, Bryan Tims 
Deacon on Duty:  Richard Reynolds 
Fellowship Hour:  Kate Nash, Amie Finney           
 

Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader: Treva Thomas 
Greeters: Elva Mapp (atrium); Jonathan Heckel (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Sarah Burchett, Vernon Mays 
Deacon on Duty: Rebecca White 
Fellowship Hour: Mary Millet, Richard Reynolds 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, March 17 ~ Lent 2 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship  
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
5:00 pm Worship Nite 
 

Monday, March 18 
 Newsletter submission deadline 
10:30 am Walk In Ministry (3rd Monday) 
 

Tuesday, March 19 
5:30 pm Council Chairs 
6:00 pm Session meeting 
 

Wednesday, March 20 
10:00 pm Day Book Group 
6:00 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
7:15 pm Choir rehearsal 

Sunday, March 24 ~ Lent 3 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 Second Seniors Potluck Lunch 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays Walk-In Ministry and AA 
Thursdays Yoga, UKirk 
Saturdays Families of Inmates 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter  

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk Campus Minister:  Alex Fischer 
Pastoral Interns:  
   Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Youth Minister: Mary Grace Reynolds 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 
 

 
 

 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation. 
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http://www.2presrichmond.org/

