
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION 
Merciful God, when we walk in the gray gloom of confusion, when pain drains all the color 
out of life, when we are paralyzed by the darkness of fear, shine in our darkness.         
And when we know that others are walking in the darkness, give us the courage to be light 
for them. Through Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 

PRELUDE            Adagio J. S. Bach 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Alex Evans 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we can contact you. 

 
INTROIT Holy God, We Praise Your Name J. G. Schicht  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively)    
Come, God. Come walk with your people, for you alone are our strength,  

  And we put our trust in you. 
Come, God. Come and walk behind us, beside us, and before us, for you 
alone are our shelter and direction,  

   And we put our trust in you. 
Come, God. Come seek and find and re-direct us, for you alone are the 
light of our darkness, and we seek to bear your light in our world. 

  God is our help and strength. Let us serve and worship our Lord. 
 

*Hymn 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda 
 

THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Kathryn Lester-Bacon      
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
God of light and love, we are sometimes drawn to the darkness. As 
we confess our failings, release us from the burdens we carry and 
forgive us. God of mercy, we are sometimes so tied to grudges, to 
hurts, to failings. Re-make us in the ways of Jesus. God of love, we 
are sometimes so slow to care for those in need. Fill us with your 
compassion so we can share it everywhere we go. God of purpose 
and peace, we are sometimes so far from peaceful ways.  Pour out 
your Spirit upon us so that your light might spread, shining out of 
every shadowy place in our hearts and in our world.  

 

A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows. 
 

RESPONSE  Be Still and Know That I Am God Hymn 414 
  (sung once by choir, then twice by all)  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
God’s gift in Christ is for forgiveness and new life. God’s purposes are for 
us to trust and serve. 

In Christ we are offered forgiveness. May we trust in God’s good 
news and love, seek the Spirit at work among us, and never falter 
in faith and service.  Alleluia! 

 

*GRATEFUL RESPONSE      tune: Cwm Rhondda 
Let your hearts be filled with gladness,  

as the Lord your life shall bless; 
Live as heirs of God’s great justice,  

wear the cloak of righteousness. 
God will grant us earth’s dominion,  
all things good, and nothing less,  

for our gift of faithfulness. 
 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       Ginger Evans 
Children may depart the sanctuary for Godly Play or return to sit with their parents. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 6:1–8 Pew Bible, p. 787 
  

 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 

  

ANTHEM  Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace S. S. Wesley   
 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee. The darkness is 
no darkness with thee, but the night is as clear as the day. The darkness and the light 
to thee are both alike. God is light and with him is no darkness at all. Oh let my soul 
live, and it shall praise thee, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
evermore.                                  – Isaiah 26:3; Psalm 139:11; 1 John 1:5; Psalm 119:175 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Jeremiah 17:5–10 Pew Bible, p. 628   
 

SERMON  Like Alex Evans 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead;  he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
  
 

 

*Hymn 436 God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us O Quanta Qualia   
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 Ben Brannan  
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory Jesu, the Very Thought of Thee  Richard Proulx 

Jesus, the very thought of thee with sweetness fills my breast; but sweeter far thy 
face to see and in thy presence rest. Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, nor 
can the mem’ry find a sweeter sound than thy blest name, O Savior of mankind! 
O hope of ev’ry contrite heart, O joy of all the meek, to those who fall, how kind 
thou art! How good to those who seek! Jesus, our only joy be thou, as thou our 
prize wilt be; Jesus, be thou our glory now, and thru eternity.  
                                                 – Attr. to Bernard of Clairvaux; tr. by Edward Caswall 

 

 *Doxology  Old Hundredth Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise, God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn 183 Come to Me, O Weary Traveler  Austin   
 
*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE Choral Song Samuel Sebastian Wesley 
  
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 
DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 

____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 

 
 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God 
and in memory of 

Dr. James Malcolm McNeill and 
Nancy Russell Updegrave 

 
 
In Our Prayers ~ For all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; 
and for all who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing. 
 
Metropolitan Richmond at Prayer: We pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom: 
For redemption of the divisions, prejudices, pettiness, despair, and 
discrimination of the past. 



Welcome and God’s peace to you on this day. Regardless of who you are, or 
where you have come from, we welcome you and greet one another as we seek to 
devote our lives as Disciples of Christ. We are especially delighted to have visitors 
with us.   

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors for more 
information and be sure to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew. 
We also invite you to leave us your address, phone number, and/or email so that we 
might contact you. Also, please be sure to touch base with one of our greeters 
outside the main door on Fifth Street after worship. 

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The worship 
service is live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up as a place where 
children of any age can be freer to move about. 

Church School in February at 9:30 a.m.: Children’s classes are on the second 
floor, and the youth class is on the third floor. Choices for adults: Dining Room 
Class~ Making Peace with the Land: God’s Call to Reconcile with Creation (Sally Johnston); 
Faith and Literature ~ Suite 301; and Bible Study (Franklin Reding, Pastor’s 
Classroom). 

Sunday Nite Worship Today at 5:00 p.m. takes place in the Chapel. This 
additional service is an alternative worship time and style: informal, with guitar 
music and lively singing, participatory worship, and communion. Worship will be 
led by Alex Evans and Alex Lester-Abdalla; music led by David Wilson.  

Annual Congregational Meeting: At the close of Worship next Sunday, February 
24, we will hold our Annual Meeting. We will receive the Annual Report for 2018; 
new officers will be elected (Elders, Deacons, Trustees) from a slate presented by 
the Nominating Committee. Please see the February newsletter for more detailed 
information. We will also act on changes for our pastors’ terms of call.  

Women’s Bible Study: Interested in diving deeply into scripture with women from 
across the generations? You are invited to attend a bible study that meets on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month from 6–7:15 p.m. at various homes. The 
current study is of Ephesians. The next meeting is February 26. Please contact Julia 
Allred (julia.allred@gmail.com) for more information, including location! 

Deacons’ Note: There are many opportunities to get involved in the deacons’ 
caring ministries. Your hearts and hands are needed. Please see the white boards or 
talk to any deacon for current needs or more information. 

The Acts of Faith Festival: This collaborative effort between faith communities 
and theater companies is in full swing. Consider the plays that interest you. Gather a 
group and participate. Check out www.theactsoffaith.org for more information. 

Men’s Ministry: The next gathering is on Monday, February 25, at 7:00 p.m., at the 
home of Chris Reina and Tell Carlson (5 W. Clay Street). Plan to share food, fun, 
faith, and fellowship with the men of Second Church. 

 
Keep current by regularly checking www.2presrichmond.org. 

Use the church's app: 2ndpresrva 
 

Upcoming Events 
March 6 Ash Wednesday

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader: Tom Jefferson 
Greeters: Henry Tenser (atrium); Joani Fergusson (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Lucretia McCulley, Bryan Tims 
Deacon on Duty: Chris Blanton 
Fellowship Hour: Lori LaVel, Treva Thomas 
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader: Judy Cutting 
Greeters: Katherine Weisiger (atrium); Tom Flynn (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Vernon Mays, Jeff Wells 
Deacon on Duty: Rebecca White 
Fellowship Hour: Ginger Hudson, Margaret Wade 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, February 17 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
5:00 pm Worship Nite 
 
Monday, February 18 ~ Presidents’ Day 
 Church office closed 
10:30 am Walk In (3rd Monday – bag lunch) 
 
Tuesday, February 19 
5:30 pm Council Chairs 
6:00 pm Session meeting 
 

 

Wednesday, February 20 
8:30 am Trustees’ meeting 
10:00 am Day Book Group 
6:00 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
7:15 pm Choir rehearsal 

 

Sunday, February 24 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Congregational Meeting 
12:45 pm Fellowship Hour 
 

Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays Walk-In Ministry and AA 
Thursdays Yoga, UKirk 
Saturdays Families of Inmates 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter  

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk Campus Minister:  Alex Fischer 
Pastoral Interns:  
   Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Youth Minister: Mary Grace Reynolds 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation.  

Second Presbyterian Church 
 

17 February 2019 
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