
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION 
God of power and might, be with us in this time of worship. As we seek your presence, 
meet us here. As we strive to hear your promises that strengthen our lives, help us hear. 
As we aspire to trust you and serve you with our loving, faithful actions, inspire us. 
May our eyes be open and our lives filled with your newfound love and purpose. Amen. 

 

†PRELUDE                Benedictus Alec Rowley  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                         Alex Evans  
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we can contact you. 

 

INTROIT      Arise, Shine; for Your Light Has Come Herbert Sumsion 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively)   
The world belongs to God, 

  The earth and all its people. 
 How good it is, how wonderful,  
  To live together in unity. 
 Love and faith come together, 
  Justice and peace join hands. 
 O Lord, open our lips, 
  And our mouths shall proclaim your praises. Let us worship God. 
 

*Hymn 10 Sing Glory to the Name of God Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
   

THE CHURCH CONFESSES AND SEEKS ASSURANCE 

CALL TO CONFESSION      
 

LITANY OF CONFESSION    
 

 Let us pray: Gracious God, your thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are  
your ways our ways. You look at the ugliest soul and see, still unstirred, 
the wings of an angel. 

  We scan the finest of our neighbors, anxious to find flaws. 
 You see our lives in the context of eternity, and make a time for yearning,  
 for waiting, for putting all things in proportion. 
  We demand instant results; we look for tomorrow before savoring  
  today. 
 You come among us, offer light and salvation in Jesus Christ, walking  
 with us, dying for us, loving us through all things.  
  We have trouble seeing you among us, trusting your presence. 
  We seem to prefer our own ways, pursuing our own things, and  
  ignore you and our neighbor. 
 Your thoughts are not our thoughts, 
  Nor are your ways our ways.   
 

A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows. 
 

RESPONSE   Hymnal 437 
You are the Lord, giver of Mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Not to have our worst confirmed but to have our best liberated, we pray 
for grace and pardon. 

  Forgive what we have been. Repair in us what is wasted. Reveal  
  to us what is good. 
 And nourish us in every way that we can trust, follow, and serve Christ in  
 all we do. 
  In the good news of Jesus Christ, we have forgiveness and life.  
  Alleluia. 
   
*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
 All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain or sorrow grieve, 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Christ bears your burdens and your fears; so, even in the midst of tears, 
 Sing praises! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN  Ginger Evans  
 

Children may depart the sanctuary for Godly Play or return to sit with their parents. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON I Corinthians 7:29–31 Pew Bible, p. 930 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM          Teach Me, O Lord Philip W. J. Stopford 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end. Give 
me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall keep it with my whole 
heart. Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein is my desire. 
Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness. O turn away mine 
eyes lest they behold vanity; and quicken me in thy way. O stablish thy word, thy 
word in thy servant, that I may fear thee. Amen.                         – Psalm 119:33-39a 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 1:14–20 Pew Bible, p. 812 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON Follow Alex Evans 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. 

 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
  we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  whom alone we worship and serve. 

 

With believers in every time and place, 
  we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
  can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 Glory be to God. Alleluia. Amen. 
 

*Hymn 376 When All Is Ended Yogananda 
(The Choir will sing the first verse; the Congregation is invited to join in on verse 2.) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory Sicut cervus G. P. da Palestrina 

As a hart longs for the flowing stream, so longs my soul for you, O God. 
– Psalm 42:1 

 *Doxology Glory to God Hymnal 583 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Prayer of Dedication   
 

*HYMN 339 Lift Every Voice and Sing Lift Every Voice 
 

*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 
 

†POSTLUDE Psalm XVIII Benedetto Marcello  
    

 
COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 

DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 
____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 
† Ushers will seat people here and during the hymns. 

 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and 
in memory of 

William Roane, Nat Cade, and Mike Jones 

 
 
In Our Prayers 
For intercession: for all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; and for all 
who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing. 

Metropolitan Richmond at Prayer: In Christ’s Name we pray to overcome the heritage of 
racism: To overcome ignorance, indifference, resentment, and bitterness with regard 
to race in both private and public life. 

 



Welcome and God’s peace to you on this Third Sunday after Epiphany. 
Regardless of who you are, or where you have come from, we welcome you and 
greet one another as we seek to devote our lives as Disciples of Christ. We are 
especially delighted to have visitors with us.   

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors for more 
information and be sure to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew. 
We also invite you to leave us your address, phone number, and/or email so that we 
might contact you. Also, please be sure to touch base with one of our greeters 
outside the main door on Fifth Street after worship. 

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The worship 
service is live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up for a place where 
children of any age can be freer to move about. 

Adult Education in January: Dining Room Class ~ Bruce Miller, Virginia Repertory 
Theatre, will lead discussions on the Acts of Faith plays for the 2018 season; Bible 
Study with Franklin Reding; and Parents of Young Children on the first Sunday of the 
month. 

Worship Nite Today: This afternoon at 5 p.m. in the Chapel, worship continues in 
the once-a-month series of worship, communion, and enrichment evenings. This is 
for all ages. Kathryn Lester-Bacon will preach; the Youth Group will meet; Paula 
Parker will lead a discussion (5:45-6:15). A casual dinner follows. All are welcome! 

Special Art Reception: The Congregation is invited to the annual Art Reception 
following Worship on January 28 in the Chapel. Please join this celebration of the 
arts and artists at Second hosted by Ele Bigger and her team.  

Second Seniors Pot Luck Lunch was postponed to Wednesday, January 31, at 11 
a.m. During the gathering, Sally & Keith Johnston will share about their four-year 
ministry at the Chapel in the Mountains in Alaska. Please bring an item for the pot 
luck lunch (meat, veggie, salad, sandwiches, or dessert). Sign-up Sheet on the 
Deacons’ Desk. 

Day of All People at the General Assembly on January 23, 9 a.m. – 3 pm: Join 
with other faith communities for a day of advocacy for healthcare expansion, 
refugees, etc., hosted by St. Paul's Episcopal Church and sponsored by the Virginia 
Interfaith Center for Public Policy. Please email Lucretia McCulley 
(lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com) if you plan to attend and register 
at: http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org. 

The Acts of Faith Festival: This collaborative effort between faith communities 
and theater companies is in full swing. Consider the plays that interest you. Gather a 
group and participate. Second Presbyterian continues as the convening sponsor. 
Check out www.theactsoffaith.org for more information. 

Volunteer Opportunities ~ You may sign up for the following: 

 To provide a meal for the college students of UKirk (www.ukirkrva.org) on 
a Thursday evening, please go to 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45acab22a4fd0-ukirk 

 To usher on a Sunday, please check out  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ea9a92ca5f94-sunday  

 
Keep current by regularly checking www.2presrichmond.org. 

Use the church's app found in the mobile app store: 2ndpresrva. 

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader: Cathy Howard 
Greeters: Heather Harvey (atrium); Tom Jefferson (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Heather Harvey, Lucretia McCulley 
Deacon on Duty: Mary Millet 
Fellowship Hour: Margaret Wade, Frank Wagner 
Floral Designer: Dick Gibbons, Katharine Anderson 
 

Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader: Mary Warthen 
Greeters: Tom Holland (atrium); Elva Mapp (parking deck) 
Visitor Greeters: Bryan Tims, Sloan White 
Deacon on Duty: Patrick McDonnell 
Fellowship Hour: Emilie Webb, Carol Womack 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, January 21 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship hour 
5:00 pm Worship Nite 
5 – 7  pm Youth Groups 
 
Monday, January 22 
10:30 am Walk In Ministry (4th Monday) 
5:00 pm Open Table 
 
Tuesday, January 23 
6:00 pm Women’s Bible Study  
 
Wednesday, January 24 
12 noon Kerygma Bible Study 
6:00 pm Bell Choir 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 

Thursday, January 25 
8:30 am Parking Deck Task Force 
5:30 pm 2PCCC Board meeting 
 
Sunday, January 28 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Special Arts Reception 
5 – 7  pm Youth Groups 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays Walk-In Ministry and AA 
Thursdays Yoga 
Saturdays Families of Inmates 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk Campus Minister: Molly Spangler  
Youth Ministers: Elizabeth Baril,  
   Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

 

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 

regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  
socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation.  

Second Presbyterian Church 

21 January 2018 
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