
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION 
God of power and might, be with us in this time of worship. As we seek your presence, meet 
us here. As we strive to hear your promises that strengthen our lives, help us hear. As we 
aspire to trust you and serve you with our loving, faithful actions, inspire us. May our eyes 
be open and our lives filled with your newfound love and purpose. Amen. 

 

†PRELUDE             
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Alex Evans  
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 

All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad found in the pews. 
If you are a visitor, please give us your address so that we can contact you. 

 

INTROIT Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning Morning Star 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (said responsively)   
 We have come, yearning for the Spirit of God. 
  The Spirit of God is upon us. 
 We have come, hungry for God’s presence and promises. 
  Our God dwells among us, full of grace and truth.  
 We have come, yearning to be God’s people. 
  We are God’s beloved children. Let us worship the Lord now and  
  always. Alleluia! 
 

*Hymn 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Ein’ Feste Burg 
   

THE CHURCH CELEBRATES 

CALL TO CONFESSION      
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Merciful God, forgive us when we doubt the strength and breadth of 
your love. Forgive us when we draw lines and divisions where you 
show no partiality. Forgive us when we doubt your promise of new 
life and pursue lives of disappointment and destruction. Forgive us 
most of all, beloved One, when we forget that all of your people on 
earth are your beloved children, blessed by you. Help us all, by your 
Spirit, to become what we can be: faithful and trusting; loving and 
loyal; obedient and gracious in all things; through Christ our Lord.  

A time of silent confession and personal prayer follows. 
 

RESPONSE  Lord, Have Mercy upon Us Hymn 575 

 
 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 The promise of Christ’s gospel is this: all who trust God’s love, all who  
 are open to God’s grace and Spirit, all who seek renewal and life through  
 Christ are forgiven and offered new life. 
  All glory and honor, thanks and praise be to our God. Amen. 
  
*GRATEFUL RESPONSE  Hymn 583 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN  Ginger Evans  
 

Children may depart the sanctuary for Godly Play or return to sit with their parents. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 4:8–9 Pew Bible, p. 955 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM  My Son, the Beloved David Blackwell 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. And as he came out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my son, the beloved; with you I am well pleased.”                    – Mark 1:9-11 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 104 Pew Bible, p. 483 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Praise Alex Evans 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 
We believe in God whose love is the Source of all life and the Desire of our 
lives, whose Love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, whose 
love was crucified by the evil that waits to enslave us all, and whose love, 
defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom.   
 

Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt, in God we 
trust; and, in the name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves, in the service 
of others, to seek justice and to live in peace, to care for the earth and to 
share the commonwealth of God’s goodness, to live in the freedom of 
forgiveness and the power of the Spirit of love, and in the company of the 

faithful so to be the church, for the glory of God. Amen. 
 

*Hymn 385 All People That on Earth Do Dwell Old Hundredth 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory Bless the Lord, O My Soul M. Ippolitov-Ivanov 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord; 
Bless the Lord, O my soul and forget not all his benefits. 
Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
Bless His Holy Name. 
He is gracious and plenteous in mercy. 
He crowneth thee with loving kindness. 
He will not always chide, nor keep His wrath, 
His wrath forever. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul.                       – Psalm 103; tr. Clarence Dickinson 

 

 *Doxology  Old Hundredth Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise, God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
 

*Hymn 612 We Praise You, O God Kremser 
 
*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 
 
†POSTLUDE   
    

 
COMMUNITY WORSHIP ENDS — 

DISCIPLESHIP AND SERVICE BEGIN AGAIN 
 
____________________________ 
* Please stand if you are able. 

 
 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God 
and in memory of 

Jo Helmick and Terri Fernandez 
 
 
In Our Prayers ~ For all who are recovering, in treatment, or in transition; 
and for all who are facing challenging situations and in need of healing. 
 

Metropolitan Richmond Cycle of Prayer: In Christ’s name we pray to overcome the 
heritage of racism: To experience the victory of Jesus’ resurrection over all 
personal and institutional results of racism and racial inequality.  



Welcome and God’s peace to you on this day. Regardless of who you are, or 
where you have come from, we welcome you and greet one another as we seek to 
devote our lives as Disciples of Christ. We are especially delighted to have visitors 
with us.   

If you are visiting, or seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that 
happens in life and ministry in this church. Speak to one of the pastors for more 
information and be sure to sign the Friendship Register, which is found in the pew. 
We also invite you to leave us your address, phone number, and/or email so that we 
might contact you. Also, please be sure to touch base with one of our greeters 
outside the main door on Fifth Street after worship. 

Your children are always welcome at Second Presbyterian Church. We have a 
wonderful nursery for infants and toddlers available each Sunday. The worship 
service is live-streamed to the Dining Room which is set up as a place where 
children of any age can be freer to move about. 

Church School in January at 9:30 a.m.: Children’s classes are on the second floor, 
and the youth class is on the third floor. Choices for adults: Dining Room Class~ 
Science, Ethics, and Belief (Michael Bacon, Jacy Jacob); Faith and Literature ~ Suite 
301; and Bible Study (Franklin Reding, Pastor’s Classroom). 

Second Sunday Lunch Today: You are invited to stay for lunch following 
worship. Menu ~ chicken & stuffing casserole (or vegetarian), spinach salad, rolls, 
and assorted desserts. Adults and Youth $8, Children 10 and under $5.  

Advocacy Table in the Atrium: Stop by and find out how you can be an advocate 
for reducing gun violence, sustaining climate justice, and supporting immigrants in 
the upcoming General Assembly. Pick up flyers about MLK Day (January 21), Day 
for All People (January 22) and Conservation Day (January 30). 

Acts of Faith Preview Event: You are invited to the historic November Theatre 
(114 West Broad Street) on January 14 at 7:00 p.m. for a live preview of the 2019 
season. The event is free and open to the public; no reservations are required. 

Design Plans & Progress will be presented on January 20 following worship. 
Come to the Dining Room to hear about improvements to the atrium, Heritage 
Room, and other areas of hospitality and welcome. More details may be found in 
the January newsletter. 

A Martin Luther King Celebration will be held on Monday, January 21, at 11:30 
a.m., for our Walk-In neighbors. Our church, along with City of Richmond and 
CARITAS AmeriCorps, is assisting with a special meal. The church office is closed 
in observance of this holiday. A worship service will be celebrated prior to lunch. 

Day of All People at the General Assembly on January 22, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.: Join 
with other faith communities for a day of advocacy sponsored by the Virginia 
Interfaith Center for Public Policy. We need ten people from Second Presbyterian 
to attend. Tickets are $40 (breakfast/lunch included). Please email Lucretia 
McCulley (lucretia.mcculley@gmail.com) if you plan to attend and register 
at: http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org. 

Deacons’ Note: There are many opportunities to get involved in the deacons’ 
caring ministries. Your hearts and hands are needed. Please see the white boards or 
talk to any deacon for current needs or more information. 

Keep current by regularly checking www.2presrichmond.org. 
Use the church's app found in the mobile app store: 2ndpresrva 

 

This Morning’s Worship Assistants 
Lay Reader: Vernon Mays 
Greeters: Heather Harvey (atrium); Tom Jefferson (parking deck) 
Deacon on Duty: Matt Horn 
 
Next Week’s Assistants 
Lay Reader: Youth 
Greeters: Jonathan Heckel (atrium); Kathleen Murphy (parking deck) 
Deacon on Duty: Chris Blanton 
Fellowship Hour: Emily Gilchrist, Lori LaVel 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Today, January 13 
9:30 am Church School begins 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Second Sunday Lunch 
 
Monday, January 14 
10:30 am Walk In (2nd Monday) 
4:30 pm Budget & Finance 
7:00 pm Acts of Faith Preview Night 
 
Tuesday, January 15 
5:30 pm Council Chairs 
6:00 pm Session 

Wednesday, January 16 
6:00 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 
 

Sunday, January 20 
9:30 am Church School for all ages 
10:00 am Choir rehearsal 
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Fellowship Time 
 

Ongoing Programs 
Weekdays Child Care Center 
Mondays Walk-In Ministry and AA 
Thursdays Yoga 
Saturdays Families of Inmates 

 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Pastor: Alex Evans 
Associate Pastor: Kathryn Lester-Bacon 
Director of Christian Education: Ginger Evans 
Director of Music: Jeffrey Riehl 
Organist: Michael Simpson  
Building Administrator: Rob Fergusson 
Office Manager: Dorothy DeJong 
Administrative Assistant: Willa Jacob 
Financial Manager: Terry Sherman 
Production Director: Bo Jacob 
Parish Associate: Sam Adams 
Parish Visitor: Mary Jane Winter  

Pastor Emeritus: Ben Sparks  
UKirk Campus Minister:  Alex Fischer 
Pastoral Interns:  
   Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 
Youth Minister: Mary Grace Reynolds 
Walk-In Coordinator: Elva Mapp 
Child Care Center Director: Ginger Hudson 
Sextons:  Kerry Randolph, Chris Adams 
Security: Cliff Anderson 
Mission Co-Workers: 
 Karla Koll, San Jose, Costa Rica 
 Cindy Corell, Haiti 
 Leslie Vogel, CEDEPCA, Guatemala  

Our missionaries are partially supported by the regular benevolent giving of our church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all whom God calls into the life, worship, work, and leadership of this church without 
regard to gender, cultural heritage, skin color,  

socio-economic status, circumstances, or sexual orientation.  

Second Presbyterian Church 

13 January 2019 
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