
Dear Church Family,   
 

The fine writer Anne Lamott 

writes about “hate” in her recent 

book, Almost Everything: Notes 

on Hope.  Lamott asks:  

“How did we become so filled 

with hate? Hate is the worst 

emotion of all, second only to 

acute jealousy. . . Has there ever been more hate 

loosed upon the world than now? Probably. But there 

didn’t used to be as many automatic weapons, as much 

advanced military firepower, or such efficiency. 

Twentieth-century technology allowed the camps to be 

built. So . . . not ideal. Nowadays many of us feel that 

the coldest possible wind is blowing, as in a bad snow 

globe: and every day is worse.” 

 Hate is not just the worst emotion, it is a 

malignancy. Hate is like acid: it ruins the container it is 

in. It steals us from our better selves. It distracts us 

from our higher calling; it destroys our center, our 

sense of living as God’s people.  

 Lamott offers some helpful insights: Haters want us 

to hate them, because hate is incapacitating. When we 

hate, we can’t operate from our real selves, which is 

our strength. So Lamott urges us to be aware, to 

awaken to the dangers of hate, and find ways to “square 

our shoulders, lift our gaze,” and not be held captive to 

hatred. 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. reminds us that hate cannot 

drive out hate: Returning violence for violence 

multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night 

already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out 

darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 

hate; only love can do that. 

 As we move into April, we move into the joyous 

celebration of EASTER.  

 In a world of hate, EASTER reminds us about God 

and God’s love that overcomes hatred: “the tortured’s 

love for the torturer. This is God’s love. It conquers the 
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world.” That is how Frederick Buechner puts it. 

Easter is God showing us that darkness cannot 

drive out darkness; hate cannot drive out hate. 

Only love can do that.  

 As we move toward Easter, we have some 

wonderful things to celebrate. I hope you will be 

able to participate. 

 On Palm Sunday, April 14, we look forward 

to a long tradition: we will get our palm branches 

and process (10:00 am) with our downtown 

partner churches. This year we will gather in the 

refreshed Sanctuary at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

at 10:15 am to rejoice in our collaborative efforts 

in downtown ministry—along with Centenary 

UMC and Third Street Bethel AME—and 

celebrate with a blessing of the palms and 

fellowship.   

 On Maundy Thursday, April 18 (7:00 pm), 

we have been invited again to worship at our 

partner congregation, Ebenezer Baptist on Leigh 

Street. We love this tradition. Both of our choirs 

will sing. Kathryn will be the preacher this year. 

We will gather around the Lord’s Table. We will 

celebrate our connections with that historic 

congregation.  

 On Easter Sunday, April 21, we will rejoice 

in God’s love. God reigns victorious over evil and 

hatred, and especially death. We will sing and 

celebrate. We will refuse to be pulled into the 

malignancy of hatred that can become so 

pervasive.  

 Against those cold winds that blow with 

hatred, we hold to another story. We stand with 

God and God’s love. God wins. Hallelujah. May 

we forever embody God’s love in our worship and 

work. God keeps calling forth our best selves in 

loving service. See you soon. 

 

 

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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March 2019 Session Meeting Highlights 
At the March meeting the Session: 

 

 Examined and approved the newly elected Elders and Deacons. We rejoice in the impressive talents and 

gifts each will bring to their leadership teams.  
 

 Heard the promising developments involving the Hawes building renovation plans. An official proposal  

is expected to be presented to Session in April.  
 

 Thanked and recognized the individuals rotating off Session for their dedication and care during their 

terms of service.  
 

 Prayed for our members of our congregation and those close to our hearts who are in need, plus those 

around the world who are hurting, especially the citizens of New Zealand.  

Earth Day Celebration at Second Presbyterian: April 27 & 28 

On the weekend of April 27-28, plan to join in on multiple opportunities to celebrate the gift of God’s good 

Earth: 

 On Saturday, April 27 from 9:00 am-12:00 pm, enjoy getting your hands dirty by volunteering for 

Second’s workday at Shalom Farms’ urban garden at Union Presbyterian Seminary.                                                                                                 

Contact Jay Morgan (jay.morgan@upsem.edu) if you can join the team from Second. 

 On Sunday, April 28 at 9:30 am, attend the Shalom Farms Presentation in the Dining Room Class to 

learn more about our new mission partner. Analise Adams, Program Director, will explain their mission 

and programs and also talk about their new partnership with Union Presbyterian Seminary. 

 At 11:00 am, engage in our Earth Day Worship Service (featuring special music from our Choir),                

remembering that, as the Psalms convey so well, creation joins us in praising God, and as Celtic        

Christianity reminds us, creation is the Great Book in which we learn more of God. 

 Following worship, attend the Earthkeeping Mission Fair during fellowship hour in the Chapel. Come to 

gain ideas from each other about earthkeeping practices you may have already been observing this Lent 

or might want to cultivate in the future as an expression of faith. 

Note: The Earthkeepers Team at Second is looking for volunteers to help develop table displays for the 

Earthkeeping Mission Fair. The displays will provide ideas about the “why?” and “how?” of various 

green practices: water conservation, limiting food waste & composting, indoor & outdoor gardening, 

recycling, earth-friendly eating, and political advocacy for ecojustice. If you have experience and/or 

interest in one of these or another green practice and are willing to help, please contact Sally Johnston 

(sallynaylorjohnston@gmail.com) by April 10.   

6:30—7:00 am  Sunrise Service at Chimborazo Park 

9:30 am    Children and Youth Breakfast Party in the Playground 
     and then Flowering the Cross 

9:30 am   Adult Church School Class with Michael Hawn 

11:00 am    Easter Worship  April 21 

mailto:jay.morgan@upsem.edu
mailto:sallynaylorjohnston@gmail.com
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           Adult Education in April  
 

 

Dining Room Class 

March 31 and April 7 

 

 
 

 

April 21 (Easter Sunday) 

 

 

 

 

April 28 

 

 

 

Heritage Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

Pastor’s Classroom 

 

We finish discussion of selections about “Reconciliation” from our book, Short 

Fiction on Faith, then begin “Signals” which is a collection of stories by          

Tim Gautreaux, a Louisiana writer who writes about men and women grappling 

with faith and small-town blue-collar life.   

During Lent, we will study the passion narrative of the Gospel of John   

Faith & Film ~  Kathryn Lester-Bacon and Alex Fischer will be continuing their 

discussion group on Faith & Film with young adults in the Heritage Room    

(note: while we will focus on issues and questions related to 20/30-somethings 

and their spiritual formation, any age is welcome. Talk to Kathryn and Alex, if 

you are interested in attending).  

Doug Ramseur, Capital Defender for Central Virginia, will lead a discussion 

on the death penalty in Virginia and his experience providing legal defense for 

indigent people. He will share how his faith influences his work.                

This is a unique opportunity to hear stories from the heart of this public issue 

in our country. 

Singing the Resurrection: 2000 Years of Resurrection Theology in Song  

~ led by Michael Hawn 

Learn about Shalom Farms with Analise Adams, Program Director  

~ introduced by Sally Johnston 

The resurrection is central to Christian faith — the defining moment in Christian 

tradition. Yet, theological assumptions about the resurrection change according to 

time (historical era) and place (ethnic context). This class will offer a bird’s eye 

overview for the last 2000 years of resurrection theology through hymns,            

emphasizing congregational songs on this theme composed in the last 50 years. 

We'll continue looking at films both old and new, obscure and popular, to see how they 

might contain nuggets of wisdom and inform us all on our daily journeys of faith. In 

class, we'll watch clips of the film. If participants would like to watch the film ahead of 

time, we will also share the best way to access the movie. So far the class has explored 

Lady Bird, The Hunt for the Wilderpeople, and Won't You Be My Neighbor?              

We continue to take suggestions about other clips to watch. Let Kathryn  klester-

bacon@2presrichmond.org  or Alex afischer@2presrichmond.org  know if you have 

any questions or recommendations. We look forward to the next chapter of this class! 

mailto:klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org
mailto:klester-bacon@2presrichmond.org
mailto:afischer@2presrichmond.org
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Presbyterian Women Circle 1 
Circle One will meet Tuesday, April 9, in the sixth floor Tower lounge at Westminster Canterbury at   

10:30 am. We will be discussing Lesson Eight, “God with Us as the Holy Spirit,” in our circle book.  

Our leader will be Molly Smerko, who is finishing her first year at Union Seminary. 
All are welcome! 

Sunday, April 7 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~ Second Sunday Lunch 9:30 am 

 

Sunday, April 14  PALM SUNDAY ~ Palm Parade to St. Paul’s at 10:00 am 

YOUTH GROUP 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, April 21 EASTER ~ REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  9:30 am 

 

Sunday, April 28 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  

Sunday Nite Worship and YOUTH GROUP  

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Sunday, May 5 REFRESH ~ Waffles ~  

End of the Year PARTY at the Gilchrists’ Home 

9:30 am 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Walk-In Ministry   
Friends, are you looking for a way to cultivate your personal ministry time and show 

God’s love to hurting and hungry people in Richmond? The Walk-In program needs 

monthly or more frequent volunteers to work in a variety of jobs of varying lengths on 

Monday mornings. We also need gently used clothing, particularly men’s clothing.  

If you are grocery shopping and have extra funds, our soup cooks always appreciate large, #10 size cans of 

green beans, corn, mixed vegetables, or fruits. 

Contact Elva Mapp, Walk-In Coordinator, for more information. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Builds a Better World 

Through this offering, received on Easter, we share God’s love with neighbors in need far and near.         

The One Great Hour of Sharing is the single largest way that Presbyterians 

come together to work for a better world so that all creation can participate 

in the new life of Christ. Your gift supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development of People. 

When a disaster strikes, our response is immediate. When poverty and      

violence cause hunger, we provide food and address root causes.           

When injustice falls on those who are most vulnerable, we join hands in 

strategies for change.  This is God’s work. Let’s be generous!                 

Bring your check, or if you prefer, give through the website. 
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 Sunday Lunch         April 7  

     

Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 

Chicken & Cheese Enchilada  

or 

 Veggie & Cheese Enchilada 
 

 

Spanish Rice 
 

Tossed Salad 
 

Tortilla Chips with Salsa or Cheese Sauce 
 

Lemon Cake 

From the Arts Committee 
Many thanks to Hannah Garrity for our intergenerational Lenten art project Letting Go and Cultivating. 

If you have not yet written down your thoughts on the fall and spring colored sheets in the baskets near 

the deacon’s desk and credenza, please consider doing so. Thanks to the Sunday school youth class for 

folding the papers into origami blossoms and the children for changing our tree from fall into spring. 

The winter show “Location, Location, Location” has been a success due to artwork from                   

Judy Holloway, Tommy Hudson, Hannah Garrity, Charlie McConnell, Janice McMurray, Mary Millet, 

Mary Lib Randall, Allison Vogler, and Emilie Webb. This exhibition will be coming down Sunday, 

March 31. 

The upcoming spring show “Stewards of the Earth” will be mixed media—collage, needle-

work, painting, photography, poetry and sculpture.  It will be hung on Friday, April 5.       

If you are interested in being a contributor, look for registration forms on the credenza. 

Outreach to the City:  Our New Mission Partners at 2nd Presbyterian Church 

Mission Council is pleased to announce four new mission partners for Second Presbyterian   

in 2019. 

These organizations focus on services for refugees, immigrants, and those struggling with 

substance abuse. Please join us in April and May at 9:30 am in the Dining Room to learn more about 

these partners as we strive to shine God’s light in the city. 
 

April 28: Shalom Farms (Analise Adams) ~ Introduced by Sally Johnston 

May 5:  REAL* Program (Sarah Scarbrough)  ~ Introduced by Alex Fischer 

May 12: ReEstablish Richmond (Kate Ayers) ~ Introduced by Mary Sue Donahue 

May 19: Sacred Heart Center (Tanya Gonzalez) ~ Introduced by Mary Sue Donahue 
 

*Recovery from Everyday Addictive Lifestyles 

Please keep in your prayers…   

From March 31-April 10, a group from   

Second Presbyterian, led by Alex Evans, 

will join with other travelers from          

Richmond, and Rabbi Gary Creditor,          

on an interfaith trip to Israel, sponsored by 

the Jewish Federation of Richmond. 
  

The travelers include the following: Alex 

and Ginger Evans, Candace Blades, Bryan 

and Julia Carr, Tom and Mary Sue Donahue, 

Cliff and June Henderson, Sam and Sheri 

Highfill, Don and Anne Looney, Kathleen 

Murphy, Sue Munro, Jeff Wells and Mac 

Pence, Katherine Todd, Amy Thompson, 

Martha Edmonds, Marvin Daniel,             

Ben Brannan, and Alex Lester-Abdalla. 
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India William-Valle, our Saplings 

teacher in the one-year-old class, 

is also an illustrator! Here she 

holds a book she illustrated, 

called Tiffany and the Two Missing 

Teeth, written by teens from D.C.  

In addition to being the Center’s art teacher, Casha Stempniewicz  

is also our lead infant teacher, and helps the youngest ones       

experiment with various mediums in their artwork.   

Casha, along with Sarah Reynolds, a     

regular volunteer from our church family, 

help the Buds preschool class construct a         

collaborative mural.   

2PCCC 
Artists  

At 

 Work! 

Second Presbyterian Church has an active and thriving arts community.  

Any week, you can walk down the hallway between the church and the 

chapel to see amazing artwork that the Church’s Art Committee has on 

display compiled from the many, talented artists within our own congre-

gation. At 2PCCC Early Childhood Learning Center, we take great pride 

in the arts as well as in all of the individuals that make up our wonderful 

Center.  Of course, art is a large part of the learning that goes on in every 

class at 2PCCC, and we are exceptionally lucky to have two professional 

artists on staff, Ms. India Williams-Valle and Ms. Casha Stempniewicz.   

Both women are graduates of VCU’s art program and lead teachers at 2PCCC. We were thrilled when    

India, who had been one of our part-time college employees, graduated from VCU last spring and wanted to 

bring her talents to 2PCCC full-time as the lead teacher to our Sprouts class. India is also a freelance illus-

trator, and recently illustrated a children’s book with Reach Incorporated, a D.C. based organization        

dedicated to helping improve literacy in public schools by giving students the opportunity to publish their 

own stories and raise their voices to the public. Check out some of India’s work at https://indiavalle.com/  

Casha is a K-12 certified art teacher who was ready for a change after teaching art in a middle school, and 

we are so blessed she chose to share her gifts with the infants and children of 2PCCC. Not only has she 

helped transform the work that goes on in our Seedlings classroom, she has also brought a fantastic art   

program to our Center. Every Tuesday morning, Casha breaks away from the babies to help the older     

children create magic during their weekly art lessons, where she incorporates music and stories. In addition 

to working at 2PCCC, Casha also works for the Visual Arts Center in their printmaking studio, and enjoys   

creating her own artwork in her free time. She loves to find patterns in nature and reflect that in her work.  

Keep your eye out for the collaborative murals that Ms. Casha and her students have been working on    

during the month of March that will soon be on display. 

https://indiavalle.com/
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Literary Circle  
Tuesday, April 9 at 7:00 pm 
 

Literary Circle will meet on April 9 at 

7:00 pm at the home of Betty Dickie, 

9404 Michelle Place.  

Betty will lead the discussion of Oregon 

Hill by Howard Owen. Please contact Carolyn Brandt 

(288-2511, crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner, 

323-7038) for more information. 

Day Book Group   
Wednesday, April 17 at 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 am on Wednesday, April 17, 

in Room 308 Virginia Building. 

The book for discussion is Every 

Note Played by Lisa Genova.  All 

are welcome. 

May newsletter deadline ~  

Monday, April 15 

Looking ahead...  

Defiant Requiem ~ a film ~ Sunday, May 5 

On Sunday, May 5, shortly after Sunday Lunch, there will be a 

showing of a movie called Defiant Requiem. I saw this movie 

recently at the University of Richmond, and it made such an    

impact on me that I wanted everyone to see it. It is stunning. 

Look for more information in next month’s newsletter. 

~Terry Sheets 

The Pastor’s Clock 
This is the original double fusee clock dating to 1874.   

This was the first successful 30-day spring driven clock 

commercially produced in this country. It requires about  

18 feet of spring steel, tightly wound to run for 30 days. 

The sexton had to climb a tall ladder once a month to wind 

it. The clock was placed at the back of the sanctuary at a    

second floor level so the pastor could clearly see it from the 

pulpit. 

Mrs. Mary Hoge Wall, Dr. Hoge’s granddaughter,          

remembered that Dr. Hoge would not appear in public 

wearing glasses and so had the large Roman numerals,     

on the dial. The clock served another purpose: he wanted  

to ensure that his sermon was long enough, and he often 

preached for one hour. 

For safety reasons, for greater accuracy and for requiring new batteries once a year, the current movement is a 

battery powered quartz. The original is now housed in the Archive Room. 

The original movement was repaired and placed on a displayed on a bracket made by Master Machinist         

Bill Hargrave.  ~ Charley Cooke 

 

Bill Hargrave and Alex Evans in the Heritage Room with 

the original clock movement. 

The Child Care Center is hiring 

an assistant director.  
  

Please send resumes 

to ghudson@2presrichmond.org 

mailto:ghudson@2presrichmond.org


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

April 28 ~ 5:00 pm 

David Wilson will lead 

music.  Kathryn Lester-

Bacon will preach. 

Special Music by the Choir 

April 28 during Morning Worship 

Haydn’s Te Deum (for the Empress Marie Therese) 

Sunday Nite Worship 


