
Dear Church Family,    

In his best-selling memoir, 

Tuesdays with Morrie, author 

Mitch Albom recounts his visits 

with his mentor, Morris 

Schwartz, during Schwartz’s last 

year of life.  

At one point, Schwartz asks, 

rhetorically, “You know what gives you satisfaction?” 

“What?” responds Albom.  

 “Offering others what you have to give.” And 

Schwartz continued: “I don’t mean money, Mitch. I 

mean your time. Your concern. . . by offering what 

you have.”   

 Every year about this time, we give focused 

attention to the subject of LEADERSHIP in the 

church. Newly elected Deacons and Elders—who are 

offering time, concern, themselves—prepare to offer 

their gifts and talents in God’s service in leadership in 

this church. Our Book of Order reminds us that 

“Christ’s ministry is the foundation and standard” for 

leadership in the church – “the pattern of the one who 

came not to be served but to serve.” (Matt. 20:28) 

 LEADERSHIP training for new Deacons and 

Elders is required in our Constitution. We spend more 

than 6 hours together—in several settings—reviewing 

some of the foundational documents of the church and 

discussing what effective service and leadership might 

look like in these days. It is a time of sharing faith and 

listening to one another. It is a time of growing 

together in the knowledge of God and God’s work 

through this church.  

 According to our Book of Order, “the ministry of 

DEACON as set forth in Scripture is one of 

compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the 

redeeming love of Jesus Christ to the poor, the hungry, 

the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those 

burdened by unjust policies and structures, and 

anyone’s distress.” In our congregation, the Deacons 

strive to build community, spread compassion, offer 
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support across the congregation, and cultivate joy 

in the church. The Deacons’ mission statement 

says “the diaconate is called to serve, care for, and 

encourage the congregation, clergy, and 

community to make Christ known in downtown 

Richmond and throughout the world.” 

 The Book of Order also says this: “Ruling 

ELDERS are so named not because they ‘lord it 

over’ the congregation, but because they are 

chosen by the congregation to discern and measure 

its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen 

and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, 

together with teaching elders (pastors), exercise 

leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and 

have responsibilities for the life of the 

congregation as well as the whole church, 

including ecumenical relationships.” 

 In this season, we can be excited about the gifts 

and talents of those who have been elected new 

Deacons and Elders, who are willing to offer their 

energy and devotion in leadership of this church. 

These are people of strong faith, dedicated 

discipleship, and love of Christ. We have included 

in this newsletter information about where elders 

will be primarily engaged in the coming year and 

the full classes of both Elders, Deacons, and 

Trustees. We will have a joyous Ordination and 

Installation service on Sunday, April 15.  

 Jesus keeps teaching us that we live as we give. 

We serve as we offer our hearts, lives, and best 

selves in God’s work to promote the coming reign 

of Christ in the world. I am so grateful for a 

dynamic congregation of servant-minded people. I 

am so grateful for another group of those so 

willing and able to offer leadership in this church. 

May God continue to bless us and guide us.   

 Sincerely, 

 

 

     

Alex Evans, Pastor  
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Session Highlights 
At its March meeting, the Session: 

 Welcomed Deborah Rexrode from the Presbytery of the James to lead a thoughtful            

devotional on stewardship giving; 

 Rejoiced that the Capital Campaign has reached 90% of its goal of $5 million in pledges 

and gifts, and has a plan in place for raising the remaining $500,000; 

 Met with and was inspired by newly elected Elders and Deacons, their faith statements and 

answers to questions from the Book of Order; 

 Thanked outgoing Elders—Steve Allred, Marjorie Clark, Anne Grier, Allison Mays, and  

Jeff Wells—for their service; 

 Continued in thanksgiving and intercessory prayer for our congregation. 

Easter Offering Builds a Better World 
On Easter Sunday we receive the                                       

One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
 

It is the single largest way that Presbyterians come 

together every year to work for a better world so that 

all creation can participate in the new life of Christ.  

Through this offering your gifts support Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance (PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program, and Self Development of People. 

When a disaster strikes, our response is immediate. 

When poverty and violence cause hunger, we respond to the need and address root causes. When injustice 

falls on those who are most vulnerable, we join hands in strategies for change. 

This is God’s work. Let’s be generous! Bring your check! 

During the Fellowship Hour after worship on Easter Sunday, you are invited to find 

the advocacy table in the Chapel and participate in a postcard campaign to care for 

creation by addressing climate change. The Sunday School class that has been read-

ing Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment have gained new energy to address 

ecojustice as a call at the heart of Christian faith and a matter of urgency in our 

times. The postcards written that day will be shared by Virginia Interfaith Power and 

Light with the Department of Environmental Quality as public comments on the 

Commonwealth’s plan for reducing carbon emissions. As the Pope helps us realize, 

the church has an important voice to offer in the larger conversation about care of the 

earth, our common home. 

Advocacy Table—Easter Sunday—Fellowship Hour 

Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30-7:00 am at the circle in Chimborazo Park. Molly Spangler will lead. 

Come as you are! Afterward, all invited to stop by WPA Bakery (27th and Marshall).   

April 1 
11:00 am Worship Service with Communion 

Also  ~  

Sign April   
Birthday Cards 
 

Come and sign     

birthday cards during 

fellowship hour for 

our homebound 

church members and 

college students!  
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Adult Education in  April  
April 1 ~ Easter Sunday 
 

Dining Room Class will finish the Laudato Si’ study on the environment with Sally Johnston. 
 

Bible Study and Faith and Literature groups will meet together to discuss looking at the Resurrection 

story through the lens of existentialism. (Matt. 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20-21.) 
 

Parents of Young Children will have a potluck picnic in the playground. 

 
 

April 8, 15, 22 
 

Dining Room Class 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bible Study 

Room 308 (Pastor’s Classroom) 

 

Faith and Literature 

Suite 301 

Facilitated by Marjorie Clark ~ The 40s: The Story of a Decade     

Led by Franklin Reding  

 

Dr. Deborah Rexrode is the Associate for Stewardship for the Presbytery of the James 

and works with churches in our Presbytery to expand their understanding of steward-

ship and to enhance their ongoing stewardship ministry. She enjoys bringing together 

stewardship and finance leaders to talk about the meaningful relationship they bring 

to their congregations.  

Cultivating a Culture of Generosity  ~ led by Deborah Rexrode 
 

This class will explore what it means to worship and serve in a culture of generosity, 

a culture where stewardship is embraced as more than just a Fall campaign and is 

understood as a way of living. We will begin by searching the scriptures to define 

what it means to be good stewards of all that God has entrusted to us. Then we will 

discuss how to live abundantly in a world that encourages us to continue to "build 

more barns." Our last session will challenge us to reflect on the legacy we hope to 

leave as stewards of God's abundance. 

Dr. Deborah Rexrode 

Looking Ahead… 
We Choose Welcome: Richmond Refugee Resettlement 

Make plans to attend a 4-week adult church school class entitled, “We Choose Welcome: Richmond 

Refugee Resettlement,” on April 29, May 6, May 13 and May 20 from 9:30-10:30 am. The class will 

meet in the Dining Room. 

Sponsored by Mission Council, this study will focus on refugee assistance and challenges in the  

metro Richmond area. The series will start off on April 29 featuring Nasim Rahmaty and Stephen 

Allen from the International Rescue Committee. In the past year, Second has provided volunteer sup-

port and funding for the Rahmaty Family as they moved from Afghanistan to the United States. 

On May 6, Kate Ayers, director of Reestablish Richmond will speak on their mission of helping refu-

gees settle into Richmond while maintaining ties to their home culture. On May 13, the class will 

view and discuss the film, To Breathe Free, focusing on a Syrian family fleeing the civil war. The 

series will conclude on May 20 with an emphasis on refugee advocacy, featuring Lana Heath de 

Martinez from the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy. 

 

 



Second Presbyterian Church 
Richmond, VA 

SESSION COUNCILS & MINISTRIES 
2018 

Areas of Ministry, Leadership (first name ordinarily serves as Chair), and Staff Support 
 

Alex Evans, Moderator 
Jacy Jacob, Clerk of Session 

 

Worship - oversees all aspects of music and worship, special services, ushers, communion, art for 
worship, etc. 
 Elders:  Elva Mapp, Katherine Weisiger Staff: Alex Evans, Kathryn Lester-Bacon, Jeff Riehl 
 
Christian Education - oversees all aspects of our growth in faith for children, youth, adults, including 
Church School, Youth programs, special classes, seasonal programs, special events, etc. 
 Elders: Judy Cutting, Jacy Jacob           Staff: Ginger Evans 
 

Note:   Ginger works closely with Youth and oversees Youth Advocates:  
 Alex Lester-Abdalla, Ben Brannan 

 
Elders in this area may focus on specific areas –  Adults, Youth, Children, etc. 

 
Administration - oversees matters relating to administration including office, computers, internet, 
equipment, kitchen, and more. 
 Elders: Don Falls, Anne McDonnell          Staff: Alex 
 
Budget and Finance - oversees the monthly budget reports and monitors the income and expenses 
to assist Session in financial matters.  Puts together the annual budget for presentation to Session. 
 Elders: Tom Jefferson, Phil Hart, Don Falls        Staff: Alex and Terry Sherman 
 
Property - oversees all matters related to the building, grounds, insurance, maintenance, custodial, 
service contracts, furnishings, Virginia Building oversight, relations with Parking Deck, etc. 
 Elders: Tom Flynn, Franklin Graham, Henry Tenser, Tom Holland Staff: Rob Fergusson 
 
Mission - oversees all issues related to global and local ministries that seek to extend Christ’s light 
and love to the world. This work includes Walk-In Ministry and many agencies that receive our support 
and contributions, as well as our engagements with Presbytery of the James, and the PC(USA) Gen-
eral Assembly, including missionaries and other partnerships.  
 Elders: Mary Sue Donahue, Lucretia McCulley, Joani Fergusson, Cathy Howard   
                     Staff: Alex, Kathryn 
 
Stewardship - guides the congregation in issues related to generous giving from God’s blessings of 
our lives, including the annual campaign for pledges but also the year-round energy to living faithfully 
as God’s good stewards. 
 Elders: Julia Carr, Katherine Goodpasture        Staff: Alex 
 
Personnel - coordinates and oversees affairs with our church staff including annual reviews, annual 
compensation, benefits, and other issues. 
 Elders: Jonathan Heckel, Chuck Wall          Staff: Alex 



Membership - facilitates our life with regard to new member recruitment, new member assimilation, 
which relates to the webpage, brochures, and our image.  Also strives to manage the church rolls,    
making recommendations to the Session to keep them current. 
 Elders: Heather Harvey, Sloan White          Staff: Ginger  
 
 
 
 
Deacons - lead the church in issues of congregational care, connections, and support.   
Seek to facilitate church family life, build community, and celebrate life together. Give vision to the 
church in ways that increase our sense of fellowship. 
 Moderator: Amy Thompson            Staff: Kathryn 
  

 

Ruling Elders: 
   

2019       2020       2021  
  Judy Cutting      Tom Flynn (2)    Julia Carr (2)  
  Mary Sue Donahue (2)      Katherine Goodpasture  Joani Fergusson (2)     

    Don Falls (2)     Cathy Howard    Phil Hart (2)       
    Franklin Graham (2)   Elva Mapp (2)    Jonathan Heckel  
    Heather Harvey     Lucretia McCulley   Vernon Mays 
    Tom Holland (2)    Henry Tenser    Anne McDonnell  
    Jacy Jacob      Katherine Weisiger   Kathleen Murphy 
    Tom Jefferson (2)   Sloan White (2)    Chuck Wall 
 

 
Trustees: 
   

2019       2020       2021 
Carolyn Brandt (2)   Philip Hart     Cherry Peters (2)  
Jeff Gallagher    Ken Powell     Katherine Weisiger 
 
          

Deacons: 
  
2019       2020        2021 
Emily Gilchrist    Stacey Dendy     Chris Blanton 
Frederick Helm    Kevin Divins (2)     Amie Finney 
Kate Nash      Ginger Hudson (2)    Lori LaVel (2) 
Treva Thomas     Patrick McDonnell (2)   Matt Horn 
Nancy Updegrave   Debbie Powers (2)    Kathy Morgan 
Mary Warthen     Richard Reynolds   Frank Wagner (2) 
Minor Weisiger    Amy Thompson (2)    Margaret Wade (2) 
Becky White      Mary Millet (2)     David Wilson 
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Adults and Youth $8; Kids (10 and under) $5 

Mexican Fiesta!   Bright Sunday   April  8 

 Mexican Lasagna 

Tossed Salad 

Tortilla Chips w/cheese sauce or salsa 

Choice of: 

Tres Leches Cake 

Mexican Chocolate Cake 

Fruit Enchilada 

Bright Sunday—
April 8 
Bright Sunday gives all  

of us an opportunity to 

celebrate our own smaller 

resurrections in this 

world and this life.  We 

invite you to join us for 

our own Bright Sunday 

celebration on April 8, 

beginning with worship at 

11:00 am. We encourage 

you to wear your bright-

est and most joyful outfits, 

even if it’s not your 

“Sunday best.”  After 

worship, we will continue 

the celebration in the 

Chapel with a festive  

Second Sunday Lunch! 

From the Deacons 
Thank you to all who participated in Let’s Do Dinner! (or Brunch...or Game Watch...or Happy Hour!)       

A great time was had by over 60 participants—a record turnout!  Friendships were 

formed and renewed and the Second Presbyterian Family bond was strengthened. 

Thank you to Vernon and Allison Mays, Lucretia McCulley and Dan Ream, Alex 

and Ginger Evans, Sharon and Edson Pederson, Minor and Katherine Weisiger, Jack 

and Mary Spain, and Becky and Tommy Hudson for serving as hosts for the events. 

We look forward to another “Let’s Do….” in the fall. 

 

HELP WANTED: Please consider joining our call list to prepare and deliver meals to members in need. 

Freezable make ahead meals for two people also needed. Please contact Nancy Updegrave at 804-897-9795 or 

nancyru@gmail.com . 

Downsizing, Spring Cleaning, Moving, etc.?  Donate to CARITAS! 
Consider donating furniture and household items to the CARITAS Furniture Bank. CARITAS distributes 

these items to women escaping domestic violence, individuals and families who have been homeless, elderly 

persons on limited incomes, people with mental and physical disabilities, refugee families from all over the 

world, youth and adults recovering from substance abuse, victims of natural disasters, 

and the working poor.  

You can drop off small collections of items at the CARITAS Office or at the       

CARITAS shed at All Saints Episcopal Church. For large pick-ups, CARITAS will 

send a truck to your house and pick up furniture, etc. for a $35 fee.   

For more details, connect to: https://www.caritasva.org/give-help/donate-items or 

call 804-343-5008. 

mailto:nancyru@gmail.com
https://www.caritasva.org/give-help/donate-items
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“Welcoming is not just something that happens as 

people cross the threshold. It is an attitude; it is the 

constant openness of the heart; it is saying to people 

every morning and at every moment, “come in”; it is 

giving them space; it is listening to them attentively. 

To welcome means listening a great deal to people and then discerning the 

truth with them.” ~Jean Vanier 
 

Our students at UKirk are gifted with hospitality.  Time and time again new 

students say the first thing that they notice about our group is how welcome they feel.  The month of March 

was no exception.  In March we welcomed friends when we went to play laser tag as a break from our studies 

and classes.  (Recreation is often the best way to create new bonds of friendship, even if it means tagging 

someone with a laser!)   
 

We also welcomed a group of Muslim students from the Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association to share an 

interfaith conversation with us over dinner. We listened as they shared about Islam, and it was so interesting 

that we all stayed an extra 30 minutes to continue a conversation about the importance of interfaith relation-

ships.  Our interfaith night was followed by a Seder meal led by the Rev. Dr. Sam Adams.  This was the first 

seder experience for most of our students, and therefore enjoyed learning about Passover and the meaning of 

each part of the meal.  
 

March was a month of welcome, learning, and fellowship. Thank you again to 

our volunteers who continue to bring us delicious meals, and please continue to 

keep our students in your prayers as we head into April.   
 

Grace and Peace, 

Molly Spangler 

 

Second Presbyterian Child Care Center 
 

In 1971, Second Presbyterian Church appointed a task force to explore the possibility of developing a child 

care center in downtown Richmond. After a survey of the downtown working population 

was conducted in March 1973, a legitimate need was evident, and it was recommended 

that a non-profit center be organized. The task force said, “Children need a place where 

they will be safe, secure and happy; they need opportunities to learn to relate to other 

children and to adults. Children need opportunities for continued growth and develop-

ment through a varied and stimulating program. Hundreds of children in Richmond will 

spend 8-10 hours a day in some sort of child care and what happens to them is the con-

cern of all of us. This center is an attempt to begin saying in a concrete way, “We Care.” 

Over 40 years later, Second Presbyterian Church is still saying we care to the Richmond 

community by continuing to offer quality child care and early childhood education to children from families 

of diverse racial, religious, and economic backgrounds.   

Second Presbyterian Family, thank you for creating the 2PCCC family.  

I can’t think of a better way to live out our faith and to say we care than by investing in our 

youngest citizens—teaching them how to live in love, while beginning a lifetime journey 

of learning. 

I invite you to come tour the Center after church on Sunday, April 22.  

Meet me at the Deacon’s Desk at 12:15.   

~Ginger Hudson 
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Sunday, April 1 EASTER SUNDAY—Flower the cross with all the     

children.  Breakfast Party in the playground! 

10:00 am 

Sunday, April 8  Confirmation Class and Senior High Church School 

Worship + Second Sunday Lunch 

9:30 am 

 

Sunday, April 15 WORSHIP NITE—Ben Brannan preaching 

Youth Group + Dinner 

5-7 pm 

Sunday, April 22 Confirmation Class and Senior High Church School 

Dinner + Youth Group 

9:30 am 

5-7 pm 

Sunday, April 29 Confirmation Class and Senior High Church School 

Dinner + Youth Group 

9:30 

5-7 pm 

Sunday, May 6 Confirmation Class and Senior High Church School 

Worship + Church Lunch 

Youth Group + Dinner 

9:30 am 

 

5-7 pm 

There is a Place for you! Guatemala Mission July 1-8 
Come to Guatemala and experience what God is doing, not only there but 

in your own life. Spend a week in this beautiful country working with our 

mission partners. The week will focus on children and youth at risk.    

You will make a difference as you give a little love, share your time, bring hope, and make new 

friends, especially with those who are vulnerable and forgotten. 

During these days you will share in the transforming ministry of CEDEPCA, engage in worship 

and learning, experience breathtaking beauty, and find your spirit renewed by God’s amazing 

presence. The trip begins in Guatemala City with our mission partner CEDEPCA;  then goes to 

Lake Atitlan and the Highlands; and concludes in the ancient capital Antigua. 

Cost is approximately $1700 (all inclusive, including international airfare). Financial assistance 

is available. A $200 deposit is requested to hold a place on this trip. Contact Mary Jane Winter 

(mjwinter@comcast.net) or Kathleen Murphy (murphy.kathleen@gmail.com). 

 

Second Seniors Coming Events 
On Sunday, April 29, Second Seniors will sponsor a Pot Luck Luncheon for seniors after 

church.  

There will be a sign-up sheet available at the Deacon’s Desk. 2018 is the 50th anniversary of 

the 1968 Second Presbyterian Cookbook, so recipes will be available at the desk for Second 

Senior members who might like to bring one of those recipes for the lunch. 

The group is also planning a mid-June (date to be determined) 10:30 am tour of Westover 

Plantation, followed by lunch at the Courthouse Grille in Charles City and then an afternoon 

tour of Berkeley Plantation. Look for more information in the May issue of Second Press. 

Friday morning breakfasts at McLean’s continue on the second Friday of each month. 

mailto:mjwinter@comcast.net)
mailto:murphy.kathleen@gmail.com
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Literary Circle   

Tuesday, April 17 at 7:00 pm 
 

Literary Circle will meet on April 17 

at 7:00 pm at the home of Lillian 

Rhudy, 1801 Murdoch Road.   

Page Wagner will lead the discussion 

of M.L. Stedman’s                          

The Light Between Oceans.   

Please contact Carolyn Brandt (288-2511, 

crbrandt1412@gmail.com) or Page Wagner, 323-7038) 

for more information. 

Day Book Group  
Tuesday, April 17, 10:00 am 

Room 308 Virginia Building 
 

 

The Day Book Group will meet at 

10:00 AM on April 17 in       

Room 308, Virginia Building. 

The book for discussion is  

A Gentleman in Moscow by  

Amor Towles.   

 

All are welcome. 

Look Who’s Preaching 
April 1  Alex Evans 

April 8  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

April 15  Alex Evans 

April 22  Kathryn Lester-Bacon 

April 29  Alex Evans 

A delicious  

recipe from     

Flo Womack! 

mailto:crbrandt1412@gmail.com


Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds from the sale of these 

nuts benefit all of the Presbyterian Home and Family Services - both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Zuni peanuts will be on sale after church on 

December 7th and 21st.  The proceeds 

from the sale of these nuts benefit all of 

the Presbyterian Home and Family Services 

- both adult and children. They make great 

Christmas gifts!! 

 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Thursday, December 11 

Evans’ Open House 

5-8 pm 

Please drop in! 

Sunday, December 21 

Special Music  

& 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Dated Material 

Do not delay delivery 

Address Service Requested 

Worship Nite—Sunday, April  15 
5:00 pm   Worship Service with Communion  

       Ben Brannan, preaching 

      Music led by David Wilson  
 

5:45-6:30 pm  Programs for Youth and Adults  
        

6:30-7:00 pm  Dinner   

April 1 
6:30 am Sunrise Service 

in Chimborazo Park 

11:00 am Worship 

with Communion 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering Received 


